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HE Duke of Portland, in reply 

to Lord Temple, faid, that he 
thought the papers on the table fuffi- 
cient to enable their lordfhips to de- 
termine on the bill, but fhould any 
other occur to him as neceffary, he 
would certainly-introduce them for 
their infpection. 

This orate on a fort of debate, 
although there was no queftion before 
the Houfe, in which the principle of 
the bill was more attended to than 
the information neceffary to decide 
upon it. Lord Temple was not fatis- 
fied with the noble Duke’s anfwer, 
and entreated him to fay whether he 
would oppofe a motion for all the evi- 
dence on which the Houfe of Com- 
mons had paffed the bill. Lord Lough- 
borough thought it impoflible for any 
individual peer, or even for the Houfe 
itfelf, to give a pofitive anfwer, unlefs 
thofe papers were pointed out which 
it was intended to call for. ‘To move 
for all the evidence that had been be- 
fore the Houfe of Commons could 
only be done with a view to protratt 
the pafling of the bill. It had taken 
that Houfe three years to enter into a 
thorough inveftigation. Did any no- 
ble lord with to protract palling the 
bill for three years longer? He en- 
forced the neceflity of an immediate 
remedy to heal the miferies and di- 
ftraétions of India, where war and ra- 

ine were laying wafte the country. 


He applauded the minifter for having 


ftepped forward, and by eftablifhing a 
re{ponfibility, taken the moft effectual 
method to redrefs thofe grievances that 
were fo notorious, and fo loudly com- 
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plained of. He might indeed have 
found means to make friends of the 
India Company; have held them be- 
tween him and the public; and been 
toafted for his condefcenfion, and ex- 


tolled to popularity in every part of 


the town; but he rather chofe by a 
bold procedure to take the whole upon 
himfelf, than by underhand means to 
have the board of dire¢tors at his will. 
Lord Thurlow arraigned the principle 
and tendency of the bill, and expa- 
tiated on the uprightnefs and integrity 
of Governor Haftings, whofe fpirited 
arrangement and amazing talents, in 
defiance of faction, and every impedi- 
ment, had not only fupported our ho- 
nour in India, but enabled us to make 
fuch acquifitions as would repay the 


expences of the war in that quarter, , 


while we had been lofers in every other 


part of the globe. The Earl of Carlifle , 
conceived that the noble Duke’s anfwer _ 


was as full as could be required, and 


faid, as there was no queftion before - 


the Houfe, he fhould move to adjourn. 
Lord Temple begged to poftpone the 
metion for adjournment, for a few mi- 
nutes, as he wifhed to prefent a peti- 
tion from the Eaft-India Company, 
praying to be heard by counfel againtt 
the bill. The Duke of Portland role, 
not to oppofe the petition, but to ex- 
plain why he thought it unneceffary to 


lay any more-papers before the Houfe. | 


A great deal of time had been taken 
up by the committees of the other 
Houfe, in examining all papers that re- 
lated to the Company; they had fe- 
lected what were moit material, and fuch 
were thofe now before their lordfhips. 
Z The 
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The petition from the Company was 
then read. It was conceived in nearly 
the fame terms with that prefented to 
the Houfe of Commons, and ftated 
moreover, that the bill authorifed the 
new dire€tors to carry on a trade with 
the property and at the rifk of the pe- 
titioners ; that if their lordthips fhould 
think any reafons or neceflities of ftate 
might warrant fo harfh a meafure as 
that of diveiting the petitioners of their 
franchifes and property, the a. 
ers entertained the moft perfect con- 
fidence, that thea¢tual exiitence of fuch 
fiate necefiities or other reafons would 
be firit eftablifhed, bv the cleareft and 
fulleft evidence; and referred to the 
example of all former times, in which 
every encroachment upon the facred 
rights of private property or private 
franchife had been anxioufly compen- 
fated, by the wifdom and juftice of the 
legiflature. 

Dec. ro. In the Houfe of Com- 
mons, a new writ for Yorkfhire was 
moved for, in the room of Sir George 
Savile, who had retired on account of 
his health. 

Mr. Fox moved for leave to bring in 
a bill to continue the American trade 
bill of laft feffion for a fhort time 
longer. Ina committee went through 
the army eftimates. 

Dec. 11. Agreed to the refolutions 
of yefterday on the fupply, 

That 17,483 effeétive men, inclu- 
ding 2,300 invalids be employed as 
land forces for 1784. 

That 636,1gol. be granted to his 
Majefty, for defraying the charge of 
maintaining the faid men, &c. 

That 284,2131. be granted for the 
forces and garrifons in the plantations, 
garrifon of Gibraltar, &¢. &c. 

- That 8,2521. be granted for pay ne- 
ceflary to be advanced to a regiment of 
light dragoons, and five battalions of 
foot, ferving in the Eaft-Indies for 
1784. 

‘That 10,5871. be granted for the 
payment of general and general -ftaff 
officers in Great-Britain for 1784. 

That 67,5511. be granted for al- 
lowance to the paymafter-general, &c. 
&c. and for the amount of Exchequer 


fees to be paid by the paymafter-gene- 
4 
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ral, and on account for poundage to 
be returned to the infantry of his Ma- 
jefty’s forces for 1784. 

And 9,371. for the charge of two 
Hanoverian battalions ferving in Great- 
Britain, for 183 days, from the 25th 
of June 1783, to the 24th of Decem- 
ber following. 

As the Speaker was putting the quef- 
tion on the laft refolution, Mr. Flood 
rofe, and introduced a converfation on 
the Irifh Volunteers, which was alto- 
gether foreign to the bufinefs before 
the Houfe, in the courfe of which he 
was frequently calledtoorder. Hethen 
moved an amendment that 1 ¢,483 men 
be fubftituted in the room of 17,483, 
which being feconded only by Sir Jo- 
feph Mawbey was negatived. 


Dec. 12. In the Houfe of Lords, 
Earl Temple prefented a petition from 


the directors of the Eaft-India Com- 
pany. It was moved andagreed to that 
the petitioners fhould be heard by their 
counfel on the fecond reading of the 
India bill. 

‘The Houfe of Commons having re- 
folved itfelf into aCommittee of Sup- 
ply, Mr. Minchin opened the Ordnance 
eftimates. He itated the debt of the 
Ordnance by debentures and otherwife, 
after all deductions, as amounting to 
874,196]. the expence of the fervices 
performed by the office of Ordnance in 
1783, and not provided for by parlia- 
ment, to 111,6341. and the ordina- 
ries and extraordinaries for 1784, to 
430,369]. He explained particularly 
a charge in the extraordinaries of 
18,100]. for the purchafe of the late 
Sir Gregory Page’s houfe and offices, 
with the garden and fifty-fix acres of 
land, on Blackheath, for the purpofe 
of a royal military academy, that at 
Woolwich being inconvenient from its 
unhealthy fituation and want of room. 
Mr. Huffey obje&ted to this purchafe 
as a certain fource of endlefs expence 
in repairs, additions, alterations, &c. 
and implored the noble lord at the 
head of the Exchequer to take com- 
paffion on the diftreffes of the public, 
and refift this demand for 18,100. 
After a good deal of: converfation on 
the fubject, it was agreed to refer the 
propriety’ of the purchafe to the in- 

veftigation 
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veftigation of a committee. The fum 
of 18,100]. was deduéted from the ex- 
traordinaries, and the unprovided fer- 
vices, Ordinaries, and extraordinaries, 
were voted without further debate, 

The Houfe being refumed, counfel 
was called to the * on Sir Thomas 
Rumbold’s reftraining bill. Mr. Dun- 
das took notice of the very thin atten- 
dance of members whenever that bu- 
finefs came before the Houfe, and 
moved that the further confideration 
of it might be adjourned till January 
next, without fixing any particular 
day. The Attorney-General was of the 
fame opinion. As this is a method of 
getting rid of any bufinefs, on which 
it isnot intended to proceed, Mr. Mon- 
tague obferved, that it would not re- 
dound to the credit of either party to 
let a matter drop entirely, which had 
taken up two years in difcufling; and 
as the Houfe was then very thin, he 
moved to adjourn the further confi- 
deration to Wednefday the 17th, when 
the fenfe of the Houfe might be taken, 
which was agreed to. 

Dec. 1c. In the Houfe of Lords, 
the Earl of Abingdon, aiter a long fpeech, 
in which he compared Mr. Fox to 
Oliver Cromwell, moved that the 
judges might be fummoned to give their 
advice in point of law upon the India 
bill, and ftated four queries which he 
meant to propofe for their confidera- 
tion. ‘The motion was oppofed by 
Lord Sandwich and the Duke of Man- 
chefter, and negatived without a divi- 
fion. 

The Duke of Richmond begged leave 
to prefent a petition from the city of 
London, praying that the India bill 
might not pafs into'alaw. ‘The pe- 
tition was read. The Duke of Man- 
thefter obje€ted to it, as containing very 
improper language. Inftead of being 
drawn as a petition, it carried the ap- 
pearance of a with to criminate, and 
attually charged the Houfe of Com- 
mons with having pafied an act that 
was unjuft, oppretitve, abfurd, and a 
grofs violation of the conftitution. 
The Duke of Richmond defended the pe- 
tition, as fpeaking the very language 
of a famous protett, figned by the late 
Marquis of Rockingham, himfelf, and 
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feveral other lords, and contended that 
no language could be too ftrong for 
the occafion. It was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The order of the day was then read 
for the fecond reading of the India bill, 
and counfel ¢alled to the bar in behalf 
of the Company. The counfel enter- 
ed at large into the affairs of the Com- 
pany from its firft eftablifhment. ‘They 
produced and read the feveral charters, 
and atts of parliament, by which the 
Company’s tenure had been eftablifhed 
and regulated fince they firft received 
the fanction of parliament in the reign 
of King William, the documents fpe- 
cifying the different traéts of land that 
had been ceded to them by the powers 
in India, and a variety of written and 
oral evidence to prove the Company’s 
merits with the public, and the flou- 
rifhing ftate of their affairs. But when 
they propofed to prove that peace was 
reftored to the Carnatic, Lord Lough- 
borough oppofed wafting the time of 
the Houfe by entering upon evidence 
of fuch public notoriety. From the 
manner in which the learned gentlemen 
had already lengthened out. the bufinefs, 
he fufpected, that they had been in- 
ftructed to protraét the bill by every 
means their ingenuity could fuggett. 
He fhould, therefore, move, that they 
be reftrained from going into proofs of 
the evacuation of the Carnatic, and the 
eftablifhment of peace in it, as thefe 
were fa&ts univerfally admitted. Lord 
Thurlow conceived that the counfel 
had aéted with the greateft propriety. 
They were employed by their clients 


to defend them from a general‘ impu- ~ 


tation alledged in a bil!, which brought 
no fpecific charge. How was this to 
be done, but by producing, firft, au- 
thentic documents of their right, and 
afterwards a fair ftatement of their 
tranfactions and circumftances, to prove 
that they had not abufed that right. 
The preamble to the bill ftated, that’ 
the Company by mifmanagement had 
brought themfelves almoft to bank- 
ruptcy, and that it required the im- 
mediate imterpofition of government to 
fave them from ruin. Now, if they 
could adduce evidence to prove that 
they had not mifmanaged; that their 

L2 finances 
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finances here were not defpicable, and 
their affairs abroad in a flourifhing 
ftate, furely the preamble of the bill 
could not be founded in faét, and the 
plea of neceflity, which had been fo 
ftrenuoufly maintained, could not ex- 
ift. But admitting that the Company 
were actually the culprits they were 
faid to be, would their lordfhips have 
jt recorded in their journals, that they 
had refufed them an opportunity to 
eftablish their innocence? Ought they 
to be denied the privilege which the 
conftitution allowed to an individual? 
He exhorted their lordfhips to beware 
how they proceeded, and not to vio- 
late the rules of the Houfe, in com- 
plaifance to a meafure originating in 
an open violation of whatever is moft 
facred and dear to Englifhmen. Forms 
were the hedges of the conftitution; 
and the moment thefe were broken 
down, that would be loft. Lord Lough- 
Lcvough replied, that fo far was he from 
wifhing to hinder the Company from 
producing any evidence that they 
thought material to their cafe, that he 
was ready to admit all that they were 
proceeding to prove. The Earl of 
Mansfield \eft the woolfack. ‘The evi- 
dence: which the counfel were about 
to produce appeared to him the moft 
material that they could offer. ‘The 
bill deferved immediate inveftigation, 
and as much unneceffary delay would 
be occafioned by the prefent motion, 
he hoped the learned lord would with- 
draw it. To this Lord Loughborough 
affented, and the counfel were ordered 
to proceed. ‘They then called witnef- 
fes to fubftantiate the Company’s ftate 
of their affairs, which they proved ar- 
ticle by article, but did not eftablith 
them all as charges of which the re- 
covery was certain; read various de- 
fpatches, to prove that they enjoyed 
profound peace, a firm government, 
and an increafing revenue in India; 
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and having exhaufted all the evidence 
which they had brought up, requefted 
the indulgence of the Houfe till next 
day for further preparation. 

The Earl of Carlifle and Earl Fitz- 
william expoitulated on the unreafon- 
ablenefs of this requeft. If it was made 
a rule to adjourn on the mere fuggef- 
tion of counfel, the Houfe would lie 
at the mercy of the learned profeilicn, 
and it would be impoilible to bring 
any proceeding to aconclufion. There 
was no pretext for want of preparation 
on the part of the counfel. ‘ihe pe- 
tition, in fupport of which they had 
been heard for fo many hours, had 
been prefented fix days ago, and the 
very fea gentlemen had appeared as 
advocates for a fimilar one at the bar 
of the Houfe of Commons. %4e Duse 
of Chandos thought the requeft reafona- 
ble, and moved to adjourn, in which 
he was fupported by Earl Ferrers and 
Lord Sydney. The Duke of Portland op- 

ofed the motion. - Since the bill had 

ae brought into parliament, the pub- 
lic had been inflamed againft it, o a 
grofs mifreprefentation of its objet 
and tendency. Rumours of different 
kinds had been circulated with the 
moft fedulous induitry, and one had 
prevailed for the laft three days, of fuch 
a complexion, that if it turned out to 
be true, he fhould think it his duty 
to bring it before the Houfe*. 

This brought on an altercation be- 
tween the Duke of Richmond and Lord 


Temple on one fide, and she Duke of 


Portland, Lords Fitzewilliam and Derty 
on the other, till Lord Yowx/fhend re- 
called their lordfhips’ attention to the 
ueftion, which had been entirely loft 
ight of in the difcuffion of the rumour, 
and after fome further debate the 
queftion of adjournment was put. ‘The 


_numbers were, Contents 69, Proxies 


18. Not-contents 57, Proxies 22. 
Majority for the adjournment 8. ‘ 
The 


* The report to which his Grace alluded, was, that his Majefty in a conference with Lord 
Temple had declared himfelf averfe from the Eaft-India bill, and that he had authorifed his lord- 


fhip to make known his fentiments in thefe pointed terms: ‘ 


y Lord, not only am I nota 


friend to this bill, but 1 fhall hold every one to be my enemy who fhall vote for it; and if thefe 
words are not fufficiently expreflive, 1 leave your lord(hip at liberty to ufe fuch other words as may 


appear more expreffive to you.”’ 


Lord Temple avowed his having had a conference with the Kings 


and that the advice-he had given was unfriendly to the object and principle of the bill, What 
regard was due to the other part of it the reader will be able to judge from the fequel. 
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The Prince of Wales divided with 
the Miniftry. ‘This was the firft time 
of his voting in the Houfé. 

The Houfe of Commons adjourned 
to the 17th, on account of the death 
of the Speakex’s mother. 

Dec. 16. In the Houfe of Lords 
the counfel for the Eaft-India Com- 

any finifhed their evidence, and were 
Sead in argument upon that evidence. 
It having been previcufly agreed to 
ftpone the debate, the further con- 
Eieeosion of the bill was adjourned to 
next day, 

Dec. 17, When the order of the 
day being read, Earl Gower declared 
his diffent from the principle of the 
bill. It went to condemn where no 
criminality was proved. It went to 
rob a body of men of their corporate 
rights without the appearance of guilt, 
nay, when their innocence was clearly 
eftablifhed. It was pretended that 
from the circumftances of the Com- 
pany, the mifmanagement of their di- 
reCtors, and the difobedience of their 
fervants abroad, it was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for parliament to interfere, to 
fave them fromruin. ‘The real caufe, 
he fufpected, was the immenfe patro- 
nage that the minifter would acquire 
by this new arrangement. The Earl 
of Carlifle took the lead on the other 
fide, and combated moft ably and at 

reat length the arguments of the coun- 
fel againit the bill. They had con- 
dutied their oppofition on three grounds; 
on the fuppofed confifcation of private 
property; on the wanton demolition 
of the charter; and on a ftatement of 
the Company’s accounts to prove that 

their fituation was not fuch as would 
juftify the meafure propofed. Inftead 
of confifcating private property, the 
firft objeét of the bill was to render it 
more fecure. ‘That property was in- 
feparably mixed with the general in- 
terefts of the public; and the queftion 
was, whether the public had a right, 
under this connexion, to watch and 
fuperintend it, or was to let it pro- 
ceed gradually, but vifibly to ruin. 
Would the endeavour to make the 
government at home more refpectable 
render this property more precarious? 
Would the attempt to prevent difor- 
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ders and mifconduét abroad diminifh 
or increafe its value? Was that in- 
duftry of the legiflature to be condemn- 
ed, which profeffed to draw the at- 
tention of a commercial company from 
the mad purfuit of territorial acquifi- 
tions to the real and folid objeéts of 
commerce?—To lean to the reafonin 

of the learned gentlemen, they ‘out 
conceive that the conttitution received 
its death blow upon the alteration or 
refumption of any charter. In arguing 
fo, they did well to pafs over the al- 
terations that had been made in this 
very charter by the legiflature. It 
was not a religious myttery, for they 
had already pryed into it, and would 
not admit that they had been guilty of 
profanation. It was, indeed, a fo- 
lemn compatt between the ftate and 
certain individuals, for the promotion 
of the general intereft. He knew it 
was covenanted that the rudder of the 
veflel, in. which the public was em- 
barked as well as the Company, fhould 
be committed to the hands of the lat- 
ter. But muft the public patiently 
abide by all the confequences, and 
though they perceived chat thefe un- 
fkilful mariners were running with ob- 
ftinate ignorance upon every ~danger, 
had they nothing to do but to fold 
their arms, and gallantly go to the bot- 
tom with them? Was not the gene- 
ral benefit the effence of every compact 
of this nature? And ought not the 
general inconvenience and public dan- 
ger to cancel every fuch inftrument? 
But the counfel for the Company had 
faid, it was his clients’ chartered right 
to be ruined as they chofe; they were 
no longer free, if they might not undo 
themfelves as they would; and there 
was an end of all public faith, if they 
were ftraightened in this privilege. Be 
it fo, as long as they pulled down de- 
ftruction only on their own heads. 
But who were involved in this ruin 
befides? Every inhabitant of India 
fubject to the Britith government, who 
muit remain without redrefs, expofed 
to new fufferings and frefh calamity: 
the whcle people of England, who 
muft be taxed to make up the deficien- 
cies of the Company, who muft fuffer 
becaufe ambition and peculation had 
reduced 
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reduced the Company fo low, as at 
this moment to require an exemption 
from thofe duties due to government, 
which‘had been chearfully paid by eve- 

other branch of our trade, though 
fubje& to the fame hardfhips incident 
to a leng and unfuccefsful war.—In 
the printed ftatement of the Company's 
affairs, as prefented by the counfel at 
the bar, there appeared the enormous, 
acknowledged, undeniable debt of ten 
millions, againft which was placed a 
mafs of property, to the amount of 
fourteen. Of the latter many articles 
were, at beft, but fpeculative, many 

rfeétly fallacious, and confequently 
inadmiilible. His lordfhip then exa- 
mined the feveral articles, and ftated 
nearly the fame exceptions-on the one 
fide, and omiffions on the other, as 
Mr. Fox had done. He reduced the 
property to feven millions, and in- 
creafed the debt to thirteen, making a 
deficiency of fix millions on the whole. 
Having fhewn the difficulties under 
which the Company laboured, it might 
be neceflary to point out the principal 
eaufes of the misfortunes and calami- 
ties that had marked the European go- 
vernment in India, to prove that the 
remedy was applicable to the diforder. 
Thefe were the fhamelefs violation of 
all compaéts and treaties made with 
the native princes of India; the fyfte- 
matic difobedience and contempt of 
every order iffued from: Europe; and 
the intemperate thirft of aggrandizing 
territorial dominion, which ferved 
only to mafk the more dangerous luft 
of accumulating wealth in the coffers 
of individuals. He exemplified each 
of thefe heads by various inftances, all 
tending to illuftrate the injuitice and 
impolicy of the Company’s fervants, 
the imbecility of, their councils, and 
their unfitnefs to govern. Such were 
the diforders that had prevailed in In- 
dia, and fuch would continue to pre- 
vail, unlefs the ftrong hand of the le- 
giflature fhould be ftretched out with 
efficacy and decifion. Could evils of 
fuch magnitude, and fo inveterate, be 
extirpated by any fyitem, that did not 
carry with it an idea of permanency, 
and might be annihilated in the ani- 
mofities of contending factions? The 





Duke of Manchefter, the Earls of Sand- 
with, Derby, and Fitzwilliam alfo fup- 
ported the bill. 

It was oppofed by the Duke of Rich- 
mond, the Earl of Coventry, Lords Raw- 
don, Walfingham, Camden, Radnor, and 
King, as an unwarrantable interference 
with private property, amounting in 
effect to confifcation; as an infra¢tion 
of public faith, by abolifhing the Com- 
pany’s charter; as a dangerous inno- 
vation in the conftitution, by con- 
founding the powers of government, 
and giving to the legiflative a part of 
the executive power; as unfounded in 
any neceffity arifing from the mifma- 
nagement of the Company, or the 
actual ftate of their affairs, and origi- 
nating folely in a defign to transfer 
the patronage of which it was to rob 
them to the minifter or minifters; as 
ra to the honour of the So- 
vereign, by invefting certain of his 
fubj with a dignity and power 
equal to his; and as totally inadequate 
to the better government of India. It 
was the quality of property to be fub- 
ject only to the owner: it changed its 
nature when he loft his authority over 
it. The bill took away from the pro- 
prietors of India ftock the management 
of their own affairs, and was in effect 
either a commiffion of bankruptcy or 
of lunacy againft them. It tented un- 
doubtedly to depreciate their ftock; 
becaufe every proprietor had a right 
to confider the fhare of patronage which 
he had formerly enjoyed as part of 
the rights and privileges to which he 
was intitled; and no lawful advantage 
which he derived from the poffeffion 
of his ftock could be forfeited, without 
delinquency fully proved againft the 
Fait-India Company.—!n defence of 
the violation of charter, it had been 
faid, that the intereft of the Company 
and that of the ftate were embarked 
in the fame veffel. So was the pro- 
perty of every individual. ‘The pro- 
perty of every man was the property 
of the ftate, and the good faith and 
prefervation of the ftate the property 
of every man. If charters were only 
bits of wax appended to pieces of parch- 
ment, who could pronounce his pro- 
perty fafe, and if his property we 
afe, 
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fafe, where was the advantage of liv- 
ing under government, and where the 
obedience due to it? Cafes might ex- 
itt, in which it might be the wifdom 
and duty of parliament to facrifice the 
interefts of the few to the good of 
the whole; but it was very rarely in- 
deed that injuftice could be good po- 
licy.—By committing the government 
of India to the Houfe of Commons, 
it took from the legal and conftitu- 
tional influence of the crown, and 
laced what it ravifhed thence in the 

nds of the legiflative body, where, 
as the hiftory of England abundantly 
demonttrated, the executive power had 
never been lodged with fafety.—Ne- 
ceflity was always a doubtful argu- 
ment, and had been employed to cover 
the moft atrocious aéts that were ever 
perpetrated. The bankruptey.of the 
Company had been alledged, but not 
proved. ‘They had produced a ftate- 
ment of their finances. ‘They had 
fhewn that by the calamities of war 
they had fuffered a lofs cf feveral mil- 
lions, for the advantage of this. coun- 
try. ‘ihey had fhewn that their em- 
barraflments were -merely. temporary, 
that their creditors were not clamo- 
rous, that their circumftances were not 
defperate. And if this account was 
not entitled to full: and implicit cre- 
dit, fo neither were the ailertions of 
thofe who fupported the bill. No- 
thing was more commen in the con- 
tingencies of a merchant’s fortune, 
than that in-a hard run upon his credit, 
he fhould call together his friends, ex- 
pofe his circumitances, and when his 
creditors found that his bottom was 
good, to give him time, and rank him 
in the fame folid eftimation as before. 
This was the whole of the Company’s 
cafe; they wanted only indulgence for 
afhort time; and they expofed their 
books to the infpeétion of government, 
to convince them that their funds were 
folvent. In the management of their 
affairs abroad, many things were no 
doubt reprehenfible, but of the in- 
ftances of mal-adminiftration that had 
been produced, and which, viewed fe- 
parately, and unconnected with the 
chain of meafures of which they made 
a-part, appeared fo impolitic, incon- 
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fiftent, and unjuft, there were many 


which would be found perfeétly re- 
concileable to reafon, juftice, and 
found policy, when the caufes which 
had given them birth, and the reafons 
and circumftances on which they had 
been adopted were underftood. Much 
of the general cenfure was aimed at 
Mr. Haitings, but for whofe intrepi- 
dity, refources, and zeal, it would not 
then have been debated how India 
fhould be governed, becaufe it would 
not have been our’s to govern.—In no 
part of this bufinefs did there appear 
any othey neceflity but the neceflity 
that minifters muft keep their places ; 
and that this was the neceflity which 
had given rife to the bill was fuffi- 
ciently evident, from that claufe which 
gave minifters the power of appointing 
to every office in India. ‘The patro- 
nage of India was enofmous, and it 
oueht to be remembered that it wield- 
ed a very powerful engine, an army 
of an hundred thoufand men. Armed 
with fuch irrefiftible influence, if mi- 
nifters fhould go out of power, any 
other adminiftration would be but a 
fhadow againft them. Andas they had 
not been very fcrupulous as to the 
means by which they had rifen to pow- 
er, fo it was probable they would not 
be very {crupulous in the exercife of 
it. ‘They would be poffeffed of their 
fituations in defiance of the crown, 
without being anfwerable for the con- 
fequence of mifmanagement or ill fuc- 
cefs.—It was propofed to govern a vaft 
continent in India by feven commif- 
fioners refident in Britain, who were 
to tranfmit their orders to officers ap- 
pointed in India to carry them into 
execution. But orders which were ex- 


ceedingly proper at the moment they © 


were given might be highly the reverfe 
i No or- 
ders could be implicitly obeyed which 
were not given on the fpot. Befides, 
the powers of men’s minds had been 
ealled forth in a very extraordinary 
manner in India, but the moment all 
offices in that country were filled up 
from this, and the government on the 
fpot withheld from difcovering and re- 
warding merit, thofe efforts o. the 
human mind, which had been exerted 

to 
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to our admiration and furprife, would 
ceafe. ‘The government of India mutt 
therefore be in India. 

The Bifbop of Salifbury (Dr. Barring- 
ton) took a middle courfe. He conti- 
dered the bill as exceptionable in many 
of its parts. But the neceflity of fome 
regulations in the Eatt-India Company 
was generally admitted, and how were 
thefe to be eftablifhed but by a new bill, 
or by committing the prefent. He, 
therefore, recommended, as a decent re- 
fpeétto the Houfe gf Commons, which 
had paffed this bill by a majority of 
114, to commit it, expunge all that 
was unconftitutional, amend all that 
was faulty, ard infert fuch regulations 
as would reftore to the crown its juft 
rights, and introduce fuch a temperate 
reform in the management of the Com- 
pany’s affairs, as every difpaffionate 
man muft allow that the prefent ftate 
of the Company demanded. 

The queftion of commitment was 
put and negatived. The Earl of Co- 
wentry moved that the bill be rejected. 
The Houfe divided, 

Contents 75, Proxies zo—95 

Not-contents 57, Proxies 19—76 

The bill was rejected by 19 

The Earl of Mansfield, and Vifcount 
Stormont, Lord Prefident of the Council, 
divided againft the bill. 

We have entered more minutely into 
the merits of this memorable bill, than 
our limits will permit in general, 
becaufe we confider a fyftem for the 
better government of our poffefficns in 
India as a queftion of the firft national 
importance, and becaufe the bufinefs 
fill remains to be agitated. If the 
arguments in fupport of it fhould appear 
to any of our readers more cogent than 
thofe againtt it, let it be remembered 
that it 1s eafier to point out the defeéts 
of a fyftem which trial has brought to 
proof, than to anticipate the refult of 
an experiment; and that a detail of 
known and exifting abufes makes a 
more forcible impreiiion, than a deduc- 
tion of probable confequences. 

In the Houfe of Commons, paffed 
the American trade bill. 

‘In a committee went through the 
land-tax bill. 
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Alfo the Irifh poftage bill, with 
amendments. 

The fate of the India bill was already 
pretty clearly forefeen. As foonas the 
Speaker had refumed the chair, Mr. 
Baker rofe, and to introduce the bufi- 
nefs with due folemnity, moved that 
the Serjeant at Arms fhould be fent 
with the mace to the different avenues 


leading to the Houfe, to command the . 


attendance of members, which being 
complied with, and the ferjeant re- 
turned, Mr. Baker called the moft 
ferious attention of the Houfe to the 
very alarming report that had been for 
fome days in circulation, relative to 
the opinion of a great perfonage, ex- 
preffed to a noble lord, on the bill 
which the Houfe had fent up to the 
Lords, for vefting the affairs of the Eaft- 
India Company in certain direétors. 
The wifdom of our anceftors, when it 
vefted the legiflative authority in three 
diftinét branches, moft judicioufly in- 
tended that they fhouldbe independent 
of each other, each left to itsown judge- 
ment, uninfluenced and unbiafled. If 
any one of them fhould be able to in- 
fluence both or either of the other two, 
as well might the influenced branch be 
difmembered from the othertwo. ‘The 
report alluded to had a direct tendency 
to create that bias which the conftitu- 
tion abhorred, and to unhinge the 
frame of our government. ‘To fay that 
the King was an enemy to any parti- 
cular meafure, then under the confidera- 
tion of parliament, could have no other 
objeé&t, but to prevent men from voting 
according to their judgement, and to 
influence them to vote folely from the 
diGtates of their hopes or fears. He 
would not fay that any noble lord had 
{fpread that report, but it was the duty 
of the Houfe to exprefs their abhorrence 
of it, be the author who he might. It 
had been alfo rumoured, that a noble 
lord had advifed a great perfon againtt 
the bill, in vindication of which it had 
been faid, that a peer of parliament was 
an hereditary counfellor of the crown. 
Such peer was only a counfellor of the 
crown, collectively with his fellow 
rs, in their capacity of legiflation. 
very member of the Houfe of Com- 


mons was, by the fame rule, a coun- 
~— fellor 
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fellor of the crown, by eleétive right. 
Here lay the diftinétion. ‘The peer 
was a counfellor by heritance, and fo 
exercifed functions of legiflation: the 
member of the Houfe of Commons 
exercifed his only as delegated to him 
from the people. It would be ridicu- 
lous to fuppofe, according to the max- 
im of the conftitution, “‘ that the King 
can do no wrong,” that any man fhould 
advife the King except thofe who were 
refponfible for the advice they gave. 
Where was the refponfibility annexed 
to any advifer but the minifters? They 
were bound to account for their con- 
duct to the public; but how was guilt 
to be attached to the fecret advifer? 
He concluded by reading two refolu- 
tions, in which he hoped the Houfe 
would concur: 

‘* That it is now proper to declare 
the opinion of this Houfe, that to re- 
port any opinion, or pretended opi- 
nion of his Majefty, on any matter 
depending in parliament, is a high 
crime and mifdemeanour, derogatory 
to the dignity of parliament, and de- 
ftructive of the principles of the con- 
ftitution.” 

** That this Houfe will on Monday 
next refolve itfelf into a committee 
of the whole Houfe, to take into con- 
fideration the prefent ftate of the na- 
tion.” 

The firft refolution was read, and fe- 
conded by Lord Maitland. Lord Nu- 
gent faid; that when a perfon fo dear 
to him was glanced at he might be 
expected to fay fomething. Whena 
charge was made he would enter upon 
a defence. At prefent, fhadows were 
all. that he had to combat. 

Mr. Pitt oppofed the refolution, and 
expreffed his furprife that having loft 
the confidence of their fovereign mi- 
nifters had yet the boldnefs to remain 
in office. It was high time for them 
to depart, when their favourite bill 
ftuck in the Upper Houfe, and the 
confidence of both the prince and pub- 
lic was withdrawn from them. He 
concluded by moving the order of the 
oy which was feconded by Lord Ma- 
On. 

Lord North contended for the pro- 
priety of the refolution, which in his 

Lonp. Mac. March 1784. 
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opinion was now become neceflary. 
He admitted the privilege annexed to 
the peerage, of advifing the crown, with 
many circumflances of qualification, 
and faid that Mr. Pitt’s eagernefs to 
get into power had fo blinded him, that 
in the ardour of youthful precipitation, 
he had forgotten that he was giving 
his advice tomen, who were in no hafte 
to relinquifh the prize for which he 
was runningfo violent arace. Mr. W, 
Grenville, brother to Lord 'Temple, 
called for a fpecific charge, becaufe the 
chara€ter of his noble relation ought 
not to be whifpered away. Mr. Fox 
declated with great warmth, that if he 
could trace up the report to Lord 'Tem- 
ple, he would not hefitate a moment 
to move for his impeachment. ‘This 
he apprehended to be impoffible, from 
the nature of the tranfaction. He 
then read the report from a written 
paper, nearly as we have itated it. 
Who would wonder that fuch words 
had produced a very fenfible effe&? 
In confequence of them, no doubt, it 
had happened, that feveral lords, who 
had left their proxies with peers who 
fupported the bill, had withdrawn 
them, and given them to other peers, 
who were known to be hoftile to it. 
This change had taken place in nearly 
twenty initances, though the noble 
lords who had done fo had not changed 
their fentiments on the bill from the 
arguments that were ufed againft it in 
the Upper Houfe, as not one of them 
had been there to hear the debates. 
He intimated his intention of bring- 
ing in a new India bill immediately, 
if the other fhould be thrown out. He 
warned Mr. Pitt againft fecret influ- 
ence, if his Majefty fhould: be pre- 
vailed upon to change his minifters, 
and give him a fhare in a new admi- 
niftration, of which he feemed not 
only ambitious, but intemperately 
greedy. He had heard a report of an 
intention to diffolve the parliament. 
He hoped thofe who fhould fucceed 
him would not take fo defperate a ftep. 
It might be ruin to the nation, and 
thofe who made themfelves unnecef- 
farily and wantonly the authors of 
that ruin could have but little claim 
to compaffion or Ienity. The order of 
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the day was negatived by a great ma- 
jority, and Mr. Baker’s two refolu- 
tions were carried without a divifion. 
Mr. Erfkine then moved, “* That it 
is neceffary to the moft effential inte- 
refts of this kingdom, and peculiarly 


incumbent on this Houfe, to purfue 


with unremitting attention the confi- 
deration of a fuitable remedy for the 
abufes which have prevailed in the go- 
vernment of the Britifh dominions in 
the Eaft-Indies, and that this Houfe 
will confider as an enemy to his coun- 
try any perfon who fhall advife his Ma- 
jefty to prevent, or in any manner in- 
terrupt the difcharge of this important 
duty.” This was felt as a refolution 
that would.prevent a diffolution of 


Ic & March 


parliament, and an amendment was 
propofed, to leave out all the latter part 
of it, from the words ** Eaft-Indies.”? 
After fome debate the amendment was. 
rejected by a great majority, and the 
original motion was carried without a 
divifion.. 

Dec. 18. In the Houfe of Lords, 
Lord Effingham moved that the prefent 
ftate of perfons imprifoned for debt 
fhould be taken into the confideration 
of a committee of the Houfe, previous 
to'a bill being brought in for their re- 
lief, which was ordered. 

In the Houfe of Commons, paffed: 
the American intercourfe bill. 

Went through the Poft-Office bill 


in a committee. 
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ACCOUNT OF SEVERAL LUNAR IRIS.. 
F fapte following account of this unufual appearance is extra¢ted from two’ 


letters, addreffed to Sir 


Jofeph Banks, Bart. F. R. S. by Marmaduke 


Tunftall, Efg.. F..R. S.. and inferted in the laft new volume of the Philofophicat 


'Tranfaétions. 


HIS phenomenon was feen at Wy- 

cliffe, near Greta-Bridge, in York- 
fhire, on the 27th of February, 1782. 
After faying that in all probability it 
was not vifible at any great diftance 
from the place of obfervation, he tells 
us, for we fhall ufe Mr. ‘Tunftall’s 
own words, that the colours of this 
lunar rainbow were tolerably diftiné, 
«¢ fimilar toa folar one, but more faint; 
the orange colour feemed to predomi- 
nate. I was unfortunately not a fpec- 
tator myfelf; but can fufficiently rely 
on the authority, as a clergyman in 
my houfe, and fome fervants, on whom 
I can depend, obferved it for near a 
quarter of an hour. It happened at 
full moon, at which time alone they 
are faid to have been always feen. 
Though Ariftotle is faid to have ob- 
ferved two, and fome others have been 
feen by Suellius, &c. I can only find 
two defcribed with any accuracy; <7z. 
one by Plot, in his iiftory of Oxford- 
fhire, feen by him in 1675, though 
without colours; the other feen by a 
Derbyfhire gentleman, at Glapwell, 


near Chefterfield, defcribed by ‘Tho- 





refby, and inferted in No. 331, of 
the Philofophical Tranfaétions: this 
was about Chriftmas, 1710, and faid 
to have had all the colours of the Jris 
folaris. ‘The night was windy, and 
though there was then a drizzling rain, 
and dark cloud, in which the rainbow 
was reflected, it proved afterwards 2 
light froft. 

‘* The particular circumftance, which 
appeared extraordinary to Thorefby, 
of the bow being nearly equal: in fize 
to that of the folar one, feemed to be 
verified by this, as the extent appeared 
nearly of the fame dimenfions. ‘The 
wind was at fouth-weft.” 


In the fecond letter Mr. Tunftall . 


informs us, that, fince the former ac- 
count, he had obferved two more Lz- 
nar Rainbows. ‘The firft on July the 
30th, about eleven o'clock, which 
lafted about a quarter of an hour, with- 
out colours, and the fecond on Friday 
the 18th of Odtober, ** perhaps (Mr.. 
Tunftall fays) the moft extraordinary 
one of the kind ever feen, and of 
which I was myfelf a fpetator for moft 


of its ‘duration, as were many in my 
houfe 
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houfe and neighbourhood. It was firft 
-vifible about nine o’clock, and conti- 
nued, though with very different de- 
grees of brilliancy., till paft two. At 
firft, though a ftrongly matked bow, 
it was without colours; but afterwards 
they were very confpicuous and vivid, 
in the fame form as in the folar, 
though fainter; the red, green, and 
purple were moft diftinguifhable. 
About twelve it was the moft fplendid 
in appearance. its arc was confiderably 
a fmaller fegment- of a circle than a 
folar; its fouth-eaft limb firft began to 
fail, and a confiderable time before its 
final extinction; the wind was very 
high, nearly due weft, moft part of 
the time, accompanied with a drizzling 
rain. It is a fingular circumitance, 
that three of thefe phenomena fhould 
have been feen in fo fhort a time in 
one place, as they have been efteemed 
ever fince the time of Ariftotle, who 
is faid to have been the firft obferver 
of them, and faw only two in fifty 
years, and fince by Plot and Thorefby, 
almoft the only two Englifh authors 
who have fpoken of them, to be ex- 


Such is Mr. Tunftall’s account. 
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ceedingly rare. ‘They feem evidently 
to be occafioned by a refraétion in 2 
cloud or turbid atmofphere, and in 
general indications of ftormy and rainy 
weather, fo bad a feafon as the late 
fummer having, I believe,-feldom oc- 
curred in England. ‘Thorefby, indeed, 
fays the one he obferved was fucceed- 
ed by feveral days of fine ferene wea- 
ther. 

** One ‘particular, rather fingular, 
in the fecond, wx. of July the 3oth, 
was its being fix days after the full of 
the moon, and the laft, though of fo 
long a duration, was three days before 
the full; that of the 27th of February 
was exactly at the full, which ufed to 
be judged the only time they could be 
feen, though in the Encyclopedie 
there is an account that Weidler ob- 
ferved one in 1719, in the firft quarter 
of the moon, with faint colours, and 
in very calm weather. 

“* No lunar Iris I ever heard or 
read of lafted near fo long as that on 
the 18th inftant, either with or with- 
out colours.” 


If any of our readers fhould be fortunate 


enough to fee any of thefe phenomena, we fhall be happy to communicate their 
obfervations to the public through the channel of the London Magazine. 
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COAL TAR AND COAL VARNISH. 
ot Nite diffemination of important difcoveries is one grand end propofed by the 


authors of this Mifcellany. 


The following account of Coal Tar and 


Coal Varnith is fo curious, and their real utility has been fo well authenticated, 
that we fhall no longer withhold the annexed paper from our readers, 


ACCOUNT OF THE 


UALITIES AND USES OF COAL ‘TAR 


AND COAL VARNISH. 


Bitumen eft ferventifimum et viclentiffimum gluten, cujus hec eft virtus, ut ligna 





gue co lita fuerint, nec wermibus exedi, nec folis ardore, nec ventorum flatibus, nec 
aguarum pofint violentia diffolvi, nempe incorrupta eff vis bitumini, aquifque contumax; 
ideogue ligna confervat, ne cumbibant humorem uoxiam, neque patitur azrem penetrare, 
et tineas tenedrinem aliaque a lignis vitia prohibet, propter que dinturnitatem operibu 
snaxime pracfiat. 

Bernardus Caefius De mineralibus. 


HE Eart of Dunponatp, in for which a patent was obtained for 
1780, difcovered a new andeafy the term of fourteen years. 
methed of extraGting tar from coal; Many trials for extiacting tar from 
Aaz2 coal 
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coal had been made by the late Mar- 
quis of Rockingham, near Sheffield, and 
by various perfons at Colcbrook-dale, 
and at Newcaftle, under the dire¢tion 
of a German, calling himfelf Baron 
Van Haak. 

The quantity made by thefe differ- 
ent attempts was trifling, and the ex- 
pence of the procefs fo great, that the 
tar could not be fold to profit by the 
manufacturers, under twenty-eight 
fhillings fer barrel. The following 
‘defcription of the ufes and qualities, 
and manner of making ufe of coal tar, 
together with a variety of very ample 
certificates, will, it is hoped, prove 
fatisfactory to the public, who may be 
fupplied from Lord Dundonald’s ma- 
nufaéture with tar and varnifh, at the 
price of foreign tar, and of turpentine 
varnifh; and in one refpect, coal tar 
may be regarded as one third cheaper 
than common tar, fince an equal quan- 
tity of the former covers one-third fu- 
perficies more than the latter, 

Coal tar is of a blacker colour than 
common tar, and entirely free from 
water; of which there is a confiderable 
quantity in the latter. It needs no 
mixture of lamp-black for doing the 
maft-heads, yards, timber-heads, and 
blacking ftrokes of fhips. It lays on 
fmoother, with a finer {kin, and better 

lofsthancommon tar; veffel’s bottoms 
payed with it keep a long time clean. 

Tar, when intended for a veffel’s 
bottom, fhould be boiled to a proper 
confiftence, It is known by dipping a 
ftone, chip of wood, or any thing elfe, 
into the tar; which, when cooled, 
fhews the confiftence of the ftuff. 
Coal tar has this advantage over com- 
mon tar, that itis not apt to boil over; 
confequently requires lefs attendance, 
is lefs liable to accidents, and may, in 
the boiling down, have a quicker and 
tronger fire applied to it. It is re- 
commended not to boil the ftuff too 
much for a veffel’s bottom. It fhould 
be of a tough, waxy confiftence; but 
not boiled fo as to be brittle. 


DireGions for preparing Veffels’ Bottoms, 


fo as to defend them from the Worm. 


WORMS will not penetrate into 
wood that has been properly impreg- 
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nated and payed with coal tar; for this 
—— if the veffel’s bottom be of fir, 
nothing more is requifite than to bream 
or fire her well; and while the plank is 
yet hot, to lay on raw, or unprepared 
coal tar, which will fink -into the then 
open pores of the wood, and penetrate 
to a confiderable depth; and, after the 
feams are caulked, lay ona coat of half 
ftuff, or prepared coal tar. Oak not 
being of fo opena textureas to imbibe a 
fuflicient quantity of tar, or take it to 
any depth, the method above defcribed 
may not, for any length of time, bea 
fufficient prefervative againft worms in 
oak bottomed fhips. It will be further 
neceffary, that they be fheathed with 
white wood fir, foaked or impregnated 
with coal tar. Sheathing thus pre- 
pared will not need to be filled with 
nails, asin the common way, toprevent 
the entrance’ of the worm, no more 
nails being neceflary than to hold on the 
fheathing. <A coat of half ftuff over all 
is neceflary, as was formerly mentioned, 
The fheathing nails fhould be coated or. 
lacquered over with coal tar; which is 
done by heating the nails in a wire 


bafket, over a ftove, or blackfmith’s- 


fire, and dipping them quickly, while 
hot, into coal tar; as the nails cool, 
the tar dries on their furface. Nails 
thus prepared are not fubjeét to ruft, 
or to render the wood what is called 
iron-fick; confequently the fheathin 
will not need fo frequently to be eel 
off and renewed. . 

Coal tar is recommended as the beft 
covering for guns, fhot, chain-plates, 
bolts, and all other iron-work, it being 
found to be an effectual prefervative 
of caft and hammered iron from ruft; 
for which purpofe common vegetable 
tar will not anfwer, as it contains an 
acid that corrodes iron. 

It is particularly recommended for 
doing over fhot, and the infide of iron 
guns that are laid up in'the Navy and 
Ordnance wharfs; it prevents them from 
fealing. At prefent the windage of the 

uns is conitantly on the increafe; and, 
* the mutual exfoliation of guns and 
fhot, the guns, in a few years, become 
unferviceable, ) 

Coal varnifh is made of rofin, dif- 
folved in effential oil of coal: this 

varnith 
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varnifh is preferable to turpentine 
varnifh, in as much as the oil that it 
is made of is lighter and more pene- 
trating than oil of turpentine. 

The effe& that coal varnifh has, when 
laid on wood, is to clofe its pores, by 
filling them with the rofin that is con- 
tained in it, rendering, by this arti- 
ficial impregnation, white or fap-wood 
equal in quality to red wood. 

Coal varnifh is recommended for 
mixing with colours to make varnifh 
paints, as it nourifhes and preferves 
wood better than paint prepared with 
lintfeed oil, which laft makes but a 
fuperficial coating, or covering, and 
doth not penetrate the wood. 

Coal oil, when re¢tified, may be ufed 
to advantage in painting, to dilute or 
thin down lintfeed oil: for the above 
ufe it goes one-third farther than oil of 
turpentine. 

Befides the tar, pitch, effential oil, 
and varnifh, already fpoke of, there are 
other articles made either immediately 
from coal, or produced in proceffes that 
are connected with Lord Dundonald’s 
difcovery; fuch as, 

Cinders. 

Lamp-black. 

Volatile alkali (vulgarly called Spirit 

of Hartfhorn.) , 

Sal ammoniac. 

Glauber’s falt, 

And foffile alkali (or barilla) 

The ufes of thefe articles, in differ- 
ent manufactures are too well known 
to require any defcription here. The 
editor will only point out to the public 
the ufes for which he apprehends that 
coal tar and varnifh are principally 
adapted. 

Ujfes of Coal Tar. 
Ships bottoms and fides. 
Do. bends and black- 
ing ftrokes. 
Do. timber heads and 
rails. 
| Do. maft heads and 
Wood work. <___ tops. 
| Do. yards and bolt- 
{prits. 
Do. buoys and water- 
cafks. 
Floodgates, 


{ Jettys. 





Piles. 

Pallifades. 

Pale and rail. 

Cart and waggon 
wheels. 

: Shingle roofs, particu. 

Wood work. mo in the Wett. 
Indies. 

Efpaliers for fruit-trees, 
and all forts of wood- 
work expofed to the 

{air or water. | 

(Ships rudder bands. 

Do. chain-plates, 

Do. bolts. 

Do. anchors. 

Guns. 

Shot. 

Shells. 

| Mooring chains. 
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Iron rails in ftreets. 
Fire-engine cylinders, 
| and working irons. 


Iron work. ~ Do. caft-iron 
| pumps, bolts, and 

nutts. : 
Do. buckets 


and clacks. 

Sheathing, flate, and 
other nails. 

Spades, fhovels, mat- 
tocks, hoes, and all 
other _iron-work, 
made for home ufe 
or exportation. 

Ufes of Coal Oils, Varnifh, and Varnifh 

aints. 
Ships fides. 
Decks. 
Matts. 
Paintftroke. 
Sterns and figure heads. 
Gun carriages. 
Powder barrels. 
Boats. 
Coach, houfe, and fign painting. 
There are other purpofes for which 
it is believed that coal tar and coal pitch 
may be ufed to advantage; fuch as a 
cement for docks, fluices, cifterns, 
and the piers of bridges; and, as raw 
coal tar penetrates ftone to a confider- 
able depth, it may be ufed for doing 
over houfes that are built of a porous 
ftone, apt to tranfmit the rain or 
moilture thropgh the walls of the 
houfe. 
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houfe. If the colour of the tar fhould 
be an objection, the houfe may be 
harled, or caft with fmall gravel and 
lime, and afterwards white wafhed. 
Lime takes better band, or hold, on 
ftone payed with coal tar than on raw 
ftone. Coal tar may be ufed for doing 
over tiles, to prevent them from im- 
bibing moifture, or wafting by the 
weather. 

Coal tar, notwithftanding its fup- 
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pofed inflammability, has, by an acci+ 
dent that lately happened at Mr. 
Cuningham’s diftillery, at Balmireno, 
in Fife, been found to be a prefervative 
of wooden buildings or fheds from fire. 
Some experiments calculated to afcer 
tain the power that coal tar may have 
in certain fituations of preventing wood 
from being confumed by fire are pro- 
pofed to be foon communicated to the 
public. 
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AN admirable little tract has lately been publifhed by a 
c 


CIN E, 


gentleman of the fa- 


ulty, intituled ‘ A ferious and friendly Addrefs to the Public, on the 
‘dangerous Confequences of neglecting common Coughs and Colds, fo frequent 
in this Climate; containing a fimple, efficacious, and domeftic Method of Cure, 
neceflary for all Families*." From this work we have extra¢ted the following 
paper, and have thought it more advifeable to prefent the fubftance of this va- 
luable pamphlet to our readers in the department of Medicine, than in the Li- 


terary Review. 


ON THE DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCES OF COMMON COUGHS 


AND 


OLDS. 


‘© 'The flighteft catarrhal defluxion, or cough, ought not to be negleéted, if 


it does not go off ina few days.” 


T is unneceflary to inform the pub- 
lic of the numbers of perfons of both 
fexes that are afflicted every winter 
with moft dreadful colds, coughs, and 
confumptive complaints, in this great 
metropolis, and every large town in 
this kingdom, from the neglecting of 
flight colds in their early ftate. But, 
common as this cafe is, the truth of 
which moft men acknowlege, is it not 
ftrange that it fhould not be ftriking 
enough to enforce a ftri¢ter attention 
to it than is paid incommon? For its 
confequences are not Iefs (to fpeak 
within compafs) than an annual lofs of 
twenty thoufand perfons in the illand 
of Great-Britain, befides the numbers 
who fuffer long and painful illneffes, 
from rhcumatifms, pleurifics, quinfeys, 
&c. arifing from the fame neglect, and 
afterwards recover. 
The intention of the prefent paper 
is to convince the public of the dan- 
er of depending too much upon the 
fatal expectation of colds going off 
{pontaneoufly : of trifling with little 
complaints; and of trutting to fuch 


* Priated for Murray, in Flect-ftreet. 
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means as are not likely to remove 
them. 

A cold arifes from. the effe& of cold 
or moift air applied to the furface of 
the body and lungs, from going too 
thinly clad, or expofing the body to 
cold air, after having ite heated by 
exercife, or when the pores are open- 
ed from drinking warm liquors. 

Almott every body knows the fymp- 
toms of a cold, or what are the com- 
mon fenfations, or effeéts, of what is 
called, the having a cold; but as thefe 
begin on fome more violent than in 
others, we fhall give the common 
fymptoms as they generally arife. 

A cold, then, is a fenfe of chilnefs on 
the fkin, attended with a laffitude or 
wearinefs, and flight thivers at times, 
with a flight headach, and flying pains 
in the limbs, a ftuffing of the nofe, 
frequent fneezing, and a running of 
a clear limpid water from the ‘eyes and 
the nofe, with or without a dry tick- 
lin cough or hoarfenefs. Sometimes 
the fneezing, ftuffing of the nofe, or 
cough, give the firft intelligence of its 

approach, 
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approach, and fometimes it is preceded 
by fome of the other fymptoms. ‘Thefe, 
as they are found to come on with more 
or lefs violence, permit the patient to 
continue his ufual employment or 
pleafure, until they get fo far increafed, 
or have laid fuch hold on the contti- 
tution, as to oblige him to defift, unlefs 
nature, by fome happy effort, reftores 
the obftruéted veffels to their proper 
offices, and caufes the feveral fluids to 
be circulated through the proper tubes. 
If the patient is not relieved this way, 
fevers, rheumatifm, inflammation of 
the lungs, or fome other part, muf 
enfue. Cholics, fore throats, &c. are 
daily brongmt on by colds. 

As coughs are the moft common and 
violent effects of cold, and fo com- 
monly difregarded, and as thefe are 
the moft infidious attendants, and ca- 
pable of bringing on the moft ferious 
complaints, we cannot too ftrongly 
enforce a proper fenfe of the danger 
that attends them. Inflammation in 
the lungs is excited by the perpetual 
action which is given to the cheft by 
coughing; and great injury is done to 
the fine membrane which lines or co- 
vers the paflage to the lungs, and the 
whole cavity of the cheft, as well as 
the lungs themfelves, from the fame 
caufe. ‘The leaft inflammation hap- 
pening to the pleura, or lungs, is very 
much to. be feared may pave the road 
to confumption and death; and we 
will wae our reputation, if three 
parts of the confumptions which hap- 
pen do not take their rife from thefe 
commonly neglected trifling coughs, 
as they are but too commonly called, 
exciting inflammation, &c. 

It is not unufual for a patient to tell 
you that he ails nothing, except hav- 
inga cough; when, in fatt, his pulfe 
is full, quick, and hard; his tongue 
coated with a thick white fur; and 
he makes thick muddy water, or fuch 
as is very high coloured; he has cold 
chills running down his back, fore- 
nefs in the cheft, and on the mufcles 
of the belly, befides other fymptoms of 
fever; but he will infift he has not the 
leaft fever, and that the cough is the 
caufe of all thefe fymptoms, if he hap- 
pens to be informed of them; but it 


fometimes happens, that all thefe are 
difregarded, till he is obliged to take 
to hisbed; for he perfuades himfelf he 
cannot be feverifh, becaufe he feels 
himfelf cold; and to remove which 
coldnefs, he continues to drink warm 
cordials, or hot fpicy drinks; and, be- 
caufe he has no appetite, he eats rich 
relifhing things, as he thinks to give 
him one, and to keep him from bein 
ftarved: all of which have a full ten- 
dency to encourage or create inflam- 
mation, and would be the dire& means 
to employ for that purpofe to an 
enemy, were one difpofed fo to do. 

By thefe improper things, a triflin 
cold, in the firft inftance, is increafed, 
and a fever and inflammation is caufed; 
and efpecially if the perfon is full of 
blood, and been ufed to Jive what is 
called well. ‘The many varieties of the 
fymptoms, and danger attending them, 
depend greatly upon the age, ftrength, 
and conftitution of the patient, and the 
manner in which he has lived: for a per- 
fon who has been accuftomed to eat 
hearty fuppers of grofs animal food, 
and drink {trong vifcid liquors, may be 
cut off in the courfe of a few days; 
while a thin, fpare, or more delicate 
perfon will linger many months, in 
confequence of having fewer materials 
in the habit for violent inflammation. 

In curing colds, three things are ef- 
fentially neceffary; to open the ob- 
ftructed pores, to difcharge any irrita- 
ble matter out of the conftitution, and 
to obferve fuch a kind of diet as fhall 
confift of a mild and innocent nature, 
and fuch as is calculated to prevent fe- 
ver and inflammation, and at the 
fame time be conducive to recovery. 

As foon as a cold or cough is found 
to come upon a perfon, he Thould im- 
mediately leffen the quantity of his 
food; it fhould confift of fuppings mo- 
derately warm, efpecially at night, 
fuch as {mall broths, water gruel, and 
the like; the folids thould be rice, 
fago, light puddings, fruits, and ve- 
getables; the drinks fhould be barley- 
water, {mall beer, apple-water, lin- 
feed-tea, toaft and water, or any other 
cooling liquid that is void of irritable 
or heating qualities. 

Fevers and colds become heightened 
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by the continuing to eat animal foods, 
rich fauces, and drinking of wines and 
fpirits, which are defigned to fupport 
animal ftrength, and furnifh the body 
with activity and fire, for exercife, 
pleafure, or bufinefs, and now, inftead 
of being wholefome and friendly to 
theconftitution, become its enemy, and 
nourifh fever and inflammation. For 
this reafon the All-wife Creator has 
deprived us of appetite in fevers, and 
rendered food loathfome to the fight; 
the cooling fruits and vegetables, and 
preparations of them, poffefs more nou- 
rifhing properties than is commonly 
believed: thefe were the phyfic of the 
primitive phyficians, and many of the 
moderns, who are the greateft ornaments 
to this country, nt the greateft 
cures by a judicious pon of them. 

The above kinds of nourifhment, 
together with a plentiful dilution of 
foft drinks, involve the floating acri- 
mony, and leffen the fpafmodic affec- 
tion, and tend to promote perfpiration 
fmall wine, or lemon or vinegar wheys, 
amazingly contribute to this end; if 
they are made too ftrong of wine, or 
fpirits of hartfhorn, &c. they heat and 
fiimulate, and have a very contrary 
effeét to what was intended; the pa- 
tient is hot, burns, and is reftlefs, in- 
ftead of having a moift fkin and a re- 
frefhing and balmy fleep. 

Bathing the feet in < AR water, 
or bran and water that is a little hotter 
than milk juft taken from the cow, at 
going to bed, is an excellent fimple 
means of producinga regular circulation, 
and gentle perfpiration. And this will 
be greatly aflifted by drinking gruel, 
or other warm liquid, after the patient 
is in bed. 

If the patient has a cold, attended 
with ftuffing of the nofe, a cough, and 
hoarfenefs, let him receive the iteam 
or vapour of a large pan of warm wa- 
ter, wherein a few camomile flowers, 
or elder, or rofemary, have been boil- 
ed; this fteam fhould come in contact 
with the whole head and face, and be 
continued for a full quarter of an hour, 
or more, and fhould be kept hot by 
frefh fupplies of hot water being put 
into the pan. 


If the cough is the moft trouble- 
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fome coniplaint, befides the means jut 
mentioned, the patient muft be per- 
petually taking foft, mucilaginous 
drinks, prepared by the boiling of 
quince-feeds in water, and fweetened 
with honey or fugar-candy, to the pa- 
late, or linfeed-tea, a deco¢tion of bar- 
ley, figs, and raifins, &c. <A tea- 
fpoonful of paregoric elixir, or fyrup 
of white poppies, in half a pint of 
either of them, may be taken by fpoon- 
fuls, which will fheath the paflage to 
the lungs, and quiet the cough; cur- 
rant jelly, and fome of the foft mar- 
malades, contribute to the fame end; 
rob of elder is a moft excellent medi- 
cine for this purpofe, and is aperient, 
fudorific, and cooling, is preferable to 
fpermaceti and oily medicines in ge- 
neral. But as oils and fpermaceti have 
fometimes their ufe, we would recom- 
mend them not to be taken in large 
quantities, as they are too often done, 
becaufe they turn rancid upon the fto- 
mach; when they are thought proper, 
the following fmooth emulfion is 
thought excellently good, as thus: 

Take of barley-water, fix ounces by 
meafure, white fugar, and powder of 
gum arabic, of each three drachms, in- 
corporate the fugar and gum arabic 
together in a mortar, with a fmall 
quantity of the water, and gradually 
mix one ounce of frefh and {weet oil 
of almonds, linfeed, or oil of olives, 
and then by little at a time add the 
reft of the water, and it will be a foft 
white emulfion. 

If opiates are proper, half an ounce 
of fyrup of white poppies, or paregoric 
elixir, may be added, which will be 
fhewn when we come to fpeak of 
opiates. A dram or two of fpermaceti 
carefully mixed with the fame quantity 
of gum arabic, after the fame manner, 
may be prepared into an emulfion, and 
is better than diffolving it with an egg, 
and not fo apt to turn rancid. An ex- 
cellent emulfion may be prepared of 
white poppy-feeds, or blanched fweet 
almonds, which will not only ferve as 
fuch, but is nutritious and cooling, 
and very good in fevers of the inflam- 
matory kind. It fhould be prepared 
thus: 

‘Take of almonds blanched, frefh, and 

found, 
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found, or of white poppy-feeds, two 
ounces, beat them in a marble mortar 
with the fame quantity of fugar, till 
they are {mooth, adding a fmail quan- 


tity of water, to facilitate that purpofe; 


a quart of Briftol, or pure water, or 
barley water, may be added to thefe 
ingredients, and ftrain it through a 
muflin rag, or fine fieve, and then rit is 
fit for ufe; if it is required to be more 
mucilaginous, an ounce of gum arabic 
may be diffolved in it; half a pint, 
taken a little warm now and then, won- 
derfully fheaths the fharp mucus, and 
dilutes the acrimonious juices. in the 
firit paffages. 

We have already {fpoken of one fpe- 
cies of inhalation, the vapour from 
a pan of water and camomile flowers, 
but to anfwer a different purpofe than 
what we are now going ‘to advife ano- 
ther. The great Boerhaave, Baron Van 
Swieten, and the late Sir John Prin- 
gle, very ftrongly recommended the 
receiving of warm vapours to the lungs, 
in coughs and complaints of that or- 
gan; our experience, if of any weight 
after fuch authorities, fully admits the 
fact, and confirms the veracity and ufe- 
fulnefs of them. Mr. Mudge, a very 
ingeniows furgeon at Plymouth, has 
Jately publifhed a book, defcribing a 
machine which conveys the vapour ve- 
ry commodioufly to the lungs, which 
he calls an Inhaler, wherein he declares, 
that the ufe of a tea-{poonful of pa- 
regoric elixir, taken at bed-time in 
fome warm liquid, and the ufe of the 
warm vapour of fimple water through 
his machine, will cure a catarrhous 
cough in a night’s time. 

‘The cold air fhould be carefully pre- 
vented from coming to the lungs after 
having inhaled; it is better done in 
bed than up for this reafon, and be- 
caufe it generally promotes perfpira- 
tion. In trying to do good we fhould 
be careful to avoid every thing that 
may prove injurious. 

Ifa cold be at all fevere, nothing 
can fo foon contribute to leffen that 
feverity, and prevent a fever, as gen- 
tle purging ; we prefer the mild tim- 
ple ‘thi ings to fuch as are more active 
and violent, for it is not the very 


9 great eines of motions that are pro- 
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cured that gives the expeéted relief, 
as the ftronger purges hurry throught 
the bowels, and do not carry the irri- 
tating caufes out of the.body, nor do 
they tend to cool-the blood and juices, 
and thereby prevent both fever and 
inflammation, which is the material 
object we fhould have in view. Manna, 
and Glauber’s falt, cream of tartar, 
tamarinds, rhubarb, and fal polychrett, 
lenitive electary, or indeed any other 
gentle cooling means, which the pa- 
tent has been accuftomed to ut fe, will 
be right to have continued, 

After the body has been fufficiently 
opened (or indeed before, if the fymp- 
toms are prefling} that is; if there be 
much fever, pains in the limbs, head, or 
back, the cough hard and trouble fome, 
or there be any darting pains in the 
cheft, or under the breatt- bene, or if 
the mufcles of the belly be made fore by 
the perpetual coughing, bleeding 1s 
abfolutely necetiary, for thefe pains 
denote infamnzation having feized 
fome part, and as nothing {tops the 
progrefs of inflammation fo much as 
bleeding, from fix to ten ounces: of 
blood may be taken away immediately ; 
a few cunces taken aw ay now may 
prevent the repetition of the operation 
very many times. If this period is 
miffed, and the inflammation fuffered to 
go on for the want of it, you will 
perpetually hear of danger arifing from 
bleeding of prodticing agues, or that 
it isnot right to bleed in cold weather, 
or fome other fimple reafons given why 
the operation fhould not be performed. 
Wherever there is a tendency to in- 
flammation, and particularly in the 
lungs, none that are in their fenfes will 
hefitate to take blood away. Suppofe 
you are nervous, gouty, or low (terms 
that are very vague and uncertain, and 
often miflead) a few ounces of blood 
will not do great harm, but the omif- 
fion may ; the quantity muft be pro- 
portioned to the neceflity, age, and 
itrength of the patient, and to the 
manner in which he his been ufed to 
live; for one would not bleed a delicate 
foe and one who lives regular, in 

the fame quantity as thofe who live 
freely, and are more robutft: 

‘The great fault is, that bleediag, like 
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other means, neglected too long before 
it is performed, lofes much of its power; 
for when mifchief has taken place, the 
difeafe will have its regular courfe, and 
twenty repetitions will not have fo fa- 
lutary an effeét, or be able to reduce 
the inflammatory ftate of the blood, as 
ene timely one would in the begin- 
ning. A few ounces of blood in 
coughs may generally with fafety be 
Joft; but a repetition requires able 
advice to direct properly. 

After a proper regimen has been 
obferved, the body been opened, and a 
few ounces of blood taken away, if the 
cold. fhould not have been attended to 
in time, or not get any better with the 
above-mentioned treatment, antimo- 
nials, given in mild dofes, very much 
contribute to relax the fkin, open the 
pores, and reimove fever and inflamma- 
tion; and indeed it requires all thofe 
very often to remove bad colds. 

In twelve hours, fever and cold will 
often be carried off by a prudent ufe of 
antimonials; but bleeding and purging 
fhould precede its ufe. If Dr. James’s 
powder be preferred, from three to five 
grains may be given every three, four, 
or fix hours. The patient does not 
reap benefit from being rufiied by it; 
and perfons full of blood, and thofe 
that are weakly, receive much injury 
from this caufe, and we-fear that the 
indifcriminate and officious ufe that is 
made of it does much harm ; the more 

pildiy and regularly it operates the 
better and fafer; that is, by gentle 
ficknefs, fweating, urine, or ftool, or 
ali together moderately. 

If the body and fkin fhould be very 
hot and feverifh, five or fix grains of 
nitre, in barley-water, or the almond 
emulfion, will leffen the heat, and not 
interfere with the antimonials, when 
taken between the hours of taking the 
antimony. 

The following mixture is one of the 
beft general medicines to cure fevers in 
moft conftitutions that perhaps can be 
preferibed, and poffefles no quality 
likely to do harm, a circumftance 
which the author would with a pre- 
{criber to have always in view. 

Take of the frefh juice of lemons 
three ounces, falt of wormwocd two 
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drachms, emetic tartar one grain, fimple 
fpear-mint-water five ounces, fugar as 
much as may be palatable. ‘The whole 
of this mixture will make four dofes 
for an adult perfon, and. may be taken 
at the diftance of four, five, or fix hours: 
between each dofe; younger perfons 
may take two fpoonfuls at the fame 
diftances of time, as may be found ne- 
ceflary; but we would advife people 
not to truft to this, or to any 
general medicine too long, for fear 
fome fymptom, attending particular 
cafes and conftitutions, fhould indicate 
fome other mode of treatment, and 
which none but the experienced can 
diftinguifh or difcover. 

Dr. Buchan has very ftrongly recom- 
mended a plafter of Burgundy pitch to 
be applied to the back for an obftinate 
cough; we have known it of fervice, 
but a blifter is often as little trouble- 
fome, and more fpeedily beneficial. 
Where a blifter is objected to, ufe the 
other, but depend not on externals only 
of any kind. 

Opiates are often given in trouble- 
fome coughs; we are of opinion that 
they ought not to precede bleeding and 
purging, efpecially if there be the 
leaft fever or inflammation: Dr. Fo- 
thergill held this opinion, where the 
breait and lungs are much agitated by 
coughing reft ought to be procured; 
but as opiates increafe the heat of the 
body, and leffen its powers, they fhould 
be given with caution. <A tea fpoon- 
ful of paregoric elixir, or fyrup of 
white poppies, in any of the emultions 
or mucilaginous drinks, as was before 
obferved, and taken at going to bed, 
will certainly do no harm, and will 


tend to quiet the cough, and procure’ 


fleep. 

We think it our duty, after having 
given fome directions to remove colds, 
and prevent them becoining dangerous, 
to offer a few remarks, whereby colds 
may be prevented, and con‘titutions, 
fubjeét to catch them rendered lefs 
liable to do fo, and make the weakly 
to become ftrong, and tie itrong more 
vigorous. 

In a variable climate like our’s much 
will depend upon regularity in living, 


and the mode of drefling agrecably to, 
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the feafon of the year, and feverity of 
the weather. In England, we are very 
neglectful in this particular, but we 
muft admit that a great deal depends 
upon cuftom begun early in life, and: 
regularly continued. Very weakly 
conftitutions may be very much im- 
proved, and itrengthened, by training 
them gradually to bear the viciflitudes 
of this changeable atmofphere, and 
make them aren what is called 
hardy; but we have feen this very often 
carried too far; the vigour of the body, 
as well as the mind, in fome conititu- 
tions, may be very largeiy increafed, 
whilft in others, if you prefs it bey ond 
a certain fitch you injure both. Pa- 
rents, who have thefe objects in view, 
would do well to confider the natural 
ftrength both of body and mind, and 
to bend the bough very gradually ; 
otherwife, they will often break it in 
the attempt. So it is in perfons that 
are ill, or recovering from ficknefs; 
when the body is in good health, it 
may be made, by degrees, to bear al- 
moft every change without inconve- 
nience, but whilft difeafe, or its effects, 
remain upon them, the moft trifling 
innovation in diet, clothing, &c. is 
not without hazard of danger. 

Nothing, perhaps, contributes more 
to ftrengthen the conftitution, and ren- 
der the body lefs liable to catch cold, 
than bathing in the cold bath, or in 
the fea. Yet this fhould never be ufed 
whilft the patient has a cough or cold 
upon him, but if it is begun i in re- 
laxed or weakly conftitutions, or fuch 
as are called nervous, colds and their 
confequences will be prevented. It 
may be ufed twice or thrice a week. 

Next to cold bathing, warm cloth- 
ing demands our attention, which we 
recommend to be fufiictently worn to 
prevent the keen bla its of the north 
and north-eaft winds from blowing off 
the perfpiration rset our bodies, and 
thereby clofing the pores of the fkin, 
and producing colds, rheumati{ms, fe- 
vers, &c. 

Moifture is alfo very injurious to 
the body, but moifture and cold a 
we together are more power! fully 
ad than either of them alone. 'Ihere- 
fore, what can cold and moifture be 
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refifted fo well by, as warm clothing? 
that is, warm ftockings and fhoes; and 
fuch as are accuftomed to have winter 
coughs, aithmas, fore throats, &c. will 
find a thin flannel waiftcoat, worn next 
to the fkin under the fhirt, to be one 
of the beft preventatives known; and 
we are furprifed to find the judicious 
Buchan object to flannel. 

No body of men enjoy better health 
than coachmen and chairmen, who go 
through every viciflitude of weather, 
and we attribute it to their going fo 
warmly clothed as they do; and thei 
health would be {till more permanent, 
if they had nst a bad cuitom of drink- 
ing warm purl, and other warm drinks, 

and immediately after going into the 
cold air; whereas a glafs. of any {pirits, 
ora pint of cold tirong beer, fortify 
the body againtt cold much more, be- 
caufe the warm drinks open the pores, 
and the cold ones do not, 

We are forry to fee fo many abfurd 
fathions invented for our fair country- 
women, fraught with fo much danger 
to their health, and of courfe to theit 
beauty, If they are to wear great 
ho< pS, fhort flays, and petticoats up 
to their knees, they require warm flan- 
nel drawers, and warm under coverings, 
to keep them from the influence of 

cold. Itis a matter of fome furprife, 
ehiat delicate as they really are, more 
mifchief does not accrue from fuch 
modes of dreffing. In a morning, they 
are wrapped up, with clofe warm 
gowns, and the face, neck, and cheft 

carefully guarded from cold by a warm 

cap and handkerchief; and in the even- 
ing are feen half naked i in the ftreet, 
the play-houfe, or in a cold coach. Or, 
perhaps, after fitting in a warm room, 
heated with large fires, a number of 
candles, and full of people, for three 
hours together, then, all on a fudden 
they w alk through a cold airy gallery, 
and winding ftairs, with currents of 
wind blowing up; and afterwards be 
driven a mile or two in a cold coach, 


through a pinching froft, or damp mid- . 


night air. 

Our young men are equally carelefs 
in conduting themfelves in the fame 
things, as well as in their clothing: 
one minute they are ina hot crowded 
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play-houfe, and the next expofed to 
the cold piercing eddies, and great 
currents of air that are felt round the 
Garden, the larger ftreets, and St. 
Paul’s; and fo indifcreet is pride, that 
you feldom fee them in a great coat 
when they are drefled for the evening, 
although they have been wearing it 
almoft the whole day before. 

Our young citizens are particularly 
regardlefs of this circumftance3 one 
part of the day they are in a clofe warin 
accompting-houfe, and in the evening 
with hight thinclothes, with the breait 
open, and perhaps under a courfe of 
mercury. Mercury is injurious to the 
body, when troubled with a cold, and 
it is dangerous to be expofed to wet 
and cold during the time it is taken, 
as it contributes to the catching cold 
by its debilitating powers. 

We could with the morals of the 
people were fuch as not to require its 
fo frequent exhibition; but as we can- 
not be expe¢ted to reform the age, we 
think it our duty to recommend warm 
clothing, whilft they are requiring ita 
{pecific virtues, that it may not do 

nore injury than good. 

‘Too warm clothing relaxes and de- 
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bilitates the body, and promotes too 
plentiful perfpiration; a medium is 
therefore to be obferved, but a want 
of that which is proper is attended 
with more ferious mifchief than by too 
warm a clothing, if it be not impru- 
dently thrown by /uddexly. 

Children that are fubject to gripes, 
convulfions, coughs, &c. fhould always 
wear warm ftockings; thefe, and many 
of their complaints, arife from their 
tender limbs being chilled by the fe- 
vere cold of our winters, and their 
legs and feet not being covered at all— 
a pernicious cuitom! 

To conclude, if every perfon that 
finds himfelf afili¢ted with a cold, 
would take the trouble to read thefe 

emarks with attention, fo as to un- 
derftand the whole well, and not to 
curforily catch one part, without at~- 
tending to the other; and afterwards 
carefully to apply the means here re- 
commended, we flatter ourfelves, with- 
out ‘prefumption, that the complaint 
would foon be removed, and the pa- 
tient, inftead of languifhing many 
months of a confumptien, in confe- 
quence of having neglected this care, 
would enjoy good heaith and vigour. 
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HE following paper is the produ€tion of the late Sir William Blackftone, 
and was written feveral years ago, while he was employed in compiling 


his hiftory of Magna Charta. 


As it is little known, we fhall give it aplace in 


our work, and only remark, that it was produced by his declining to ufea 


curious and feemingly c ntemporary roll, with which 


Littleton, then Dean of Exeter. This 


he was favoured by Dr. 


roll had formerly belonged to the Abbey 


ot Hales Owen, in Shropfhire, but as it has not the feal appended, Dr. Black- 


ftone did not confider it as an orivinal. 


‘ihe Dean, upon this rejection, wrote a defence of the originality of his 
roll, which was read to the Society of Antiquaries, who were, or feemed to 
be, fo firmly perfuaded of its authenticity, that Dr. Blackitone’s anfwer, which 
was produced very foon after his opponent’s paper, was fupprefied. Such is 
the little hiftory of this memorial, which we fhall-publifh entire, as fo va- 
Juable a literary curiofity well merits a place in our Mifcellany. 


THE DISCUSSION OF THE LITTLETON ROLL. 
BY THE LATE SIR WILLIAM BLACKSTONE. 
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which belonged formerly to the abbey 
of Hales Owen, and contains the great 
charter and charter of the foreit of 
9o Hen. IT. ‘And as this was com- 
municated to Mr. Blackitone, when he 
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was preparing his edition of thofe char- 
ters in quarto, which was publifhed 
at Oxford, A. D. 1759, his lordthip 
infers, that the various readings of this 
roll ought to have been inferted in 
that edition, as Mr. Blackftone was 
miftaken in fuppofing ‘it to be only a 
contemporary copy, and-not an origi- 
nal. 

After fo ferious an appeal to the 
Jearned in antiquities, Mr. Blackftone 
would think himfelf wanting in that 
refpect which he owes to the fociety 
and his lordihip, if he did not either 
own and correét his miftake in the oc- 
tavo edition which is now preparing 
for prefs, or fubmit to the fociety’s 
judgement the reafons at large upon 
chek his fufpicions are founded. He 
hath rather chofen, perhaps injudici- 
oufly, the latter. 

His lordfhip, to prove the authen- 
ticity of the roll, has vouched the opi- 
nions of the late Mr. Folkes, of two 
of the judges, and of this learned body 
in its favour. So far as authority can 
or ought to extend, in deciding a point 
of learning, Mr. Blackftone acknow- 
ledges this argument to be quite un- 
anfwerable: but he has been taught 
that no authority, however weighty, 
fhould put a ftop to the fpirit of en- 
quiry; and he believes that a clofer 
examination of the initrument in quef- 
tion, than is ufual upon public exhi- 
bitions, might have furnifhed a few 
obfervations tending to a contrary opi- 
nion. 

His lordfhip is pleafed to fuggeft, 
that the fole objeétion which is made 
by Mr. Blackiftone to the roli’s authen- 
ticity, 1s becaufe the great feal is not 
now appendant to it. Mr. Blackftone 
made no fuch objection: he declared 
his opinion that this roll never had 
pafled the great feal, but did not fub- 
join any reafons, and the contents of 
this paper will fhew that he had other 
and ftronger objections. Nor could he 
indeed, confiftently with himfelf, have 
relied on fo trifling an argument; hav- 
ing cited, in his introductory difcourfe, 
many charters as clearly authentic, to 
which no feal is now remaining. 

His lordthip obferves, that the me 
thod of promulgating ancient flatutes 


was not only to tranfmit them to the 
fheriffs of counties, but alfo to cathe- 
drals, and the great religious houfes; 
that moft of the original great charters 
now extant belon to cathedrals or 
abbeys; and that the abbey of Hales 
Owen had as fair a title as any to be 
honoured with an original great char- 
ter, fince that convent was founded 
by Peter de Rupibus, Bifhop of Win- 
chefter, and Chief Juftice of England, 
in the gth of Hen. I],—the very year 
when this roll bears date. 

The method of promulgating fta- 
tutes, by tranfmitting them to reli+ 
gious houfes, is perfectly new to Mr. 
Blackftone. He knows it was ufual 
to fend them to the fheriffs, to be pro- 
claimed in their county-courts; and he 
is aware that, by the ftatute entitled 
Confirmatio Cartarum, 25 Edw. I. the 
charters of Hen. III. are commanded 
to be fent to all cathedrals, and read 
twice a year to the people: which fair- 
ly accounts for the charters that were 
found in cathedral churches. And, as 
for thofe that have been difcovered in 
one or two monafteries, they were pro- 
bably depofited there for fafe cuitody 
by fome fpecial concurrence of cir- 
cumftances, as was manifeitly the cafe 
at Lacock, whofe foundrefs’s hufband, 
the Earl of Salifbury, was fheriff of 
Wiltfhire in the 9 of Hen. III. and as 
fuch had poffeffion of the charter there 
found, which is endorfed as belonging 
not to the monaftery of Lacock, but 
to the county of Wilts at large, ex de- 

poftto militum Wiltefcire. 

The abbey of Hales Owen was, 
therefore, not entitled to the cuftody 
of an original charter, merely upon the 
general footing of being a great reli- 
gious houfe; nor can Mr. Blackftone 
allow the particular probability of 
tranf{mitting an original to that convent 
on account of the relation it bore to 
Peter de Rupibus, as its founder. In 
the firit place he apprehends, that in 
the gth of Hen. Iil. the date of the 
prefent great charter, this prelate was 
not chief jufticiary, but Hubert de 
Burgh, who witneffes the charter as 
fuch; as appears from all the originals, 
and even from the Hales Owen roll. 
Nor, according to Spelman and Dug- 
dale, 
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dale, was lie éver chief juftice in the 
reign of King Hen. III. but only, for 
a very fhort time, in the reign of King 
John; and during that period, by his 
mal- adminiftration in his office (ac- 
cording to Ralph de Coggefhale and 
the annals of Waverley) was one caufe 
of the barons’ infurreétion. And, fince 
fome claufes of King John’s charter 
were perfonally pointed at him, and 
others of King John’s and King Henry’s 
were intended to curb the exorbitant 
wer of his oflice, he was not pro- 
ably over anxious to perpetuate thofe 
memorials of his own mifconduét. 

His lord{hip obferves, that the two 
charters are quite complete on the roll ; 
and yet another {kin appears ev idently 
to have been fewed to the bottom of 
it, the threads fill remaining at this 
day; and then afks, of what poffible 
ufe could another fkin of parchment 
be, but only to contain the great feal? 
And this circumftance is relied on as a 
moft cogent reafon in favour of the 
roll’s authenticity. But herein Mr. 
Blackftone has the misfortune to differ 
with his lordihip, and to think it a 
decifive proof, or at leaft a very violent 
prefumption, that this roll never pafied 
the great feal. For he will venture to 
afirm, and appeal to the experience 
of the fociety, that no inftance can be 
fhewn of a flip of parchment being 
tacked onto another fkin, merely to 
hold the label of the great or any other 


feal; (which might be then taken off 


at pleafure, and faftenea by the fame 
operation to another inftrument) but 
the label of the feal always paffes 
through the fubitance of the {kin 
whofe authority it is meant to atteft. 

He will not dwell on the very fin- 
gular circumftance, that two diftinct 
charters fhould be written on one roll 
of parchment, in order to fave the 
King’s wax, by fealing them with a 
fingle feal. 

But he cannot help obferving, how 
uncommonly the charter of the forett 
concludes, fuppofing it an original in- 
itrument, viz. * teftibus fupra nomina- 
tis,” without mentioning either names, 
time, or piace. ‘This is ufual enough 


in copies, but every original and every 
infpeximus of this charter, which Mr. 
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Blackftone hath hitherto feen, have 
the date at full length, and the names 
of the witneffes fubjoined; who, though 
fo much alike as might eafily miflead a 

copy! ift, are by ho means numerically 
the fame with thofe which are fet to 
the great charter, fince the Bifhop of 
Salifbury is a witnefs to one and not 
to the other of thofe inftruments. 

But then it is afked, of what poffible 
ufe could another {kin of parchment 
be? a queftion that admits of no very 
cifiicult folution. The truth of the 
matter feems to be, that the roll in dif- 
pute is only part of a ftatute roll be- 
gun (as the hand-writing fhews) in the 
reign of King Henry Ill. and intended 
to contain a colleétion of aéts of par- 
liament, with the two famous charters 
at their head, and to be carried on 
from time to time, by fewing freth 
parchment at the bottom when the 
upper part was full. Such rolls, of a 
confiderable length, continued down 
in diferent hand- writings, were fre- 
quent in religious houfes; and very 
many of them are preferved in the Bri- 
tifh Mufeum, the Bodleian, and other 
public libraries. 

There yet remains another principal 
reafon that induced Mr. Blackftone to 
confider the roll as copied, viz. its ex- 
treme inaccuracy, which, in many 
places, totally obfcures the fenfe. A 
few fpecimens of which are the follow- 
ing: In Ch. 8. of the great charter, 
for ** aut reddere nolit cum poflit,” the 
roll reads ** wel reddiderit nolit cum 


pofit.”” In Ch. 26. for ** brevi ingui- 
fitionis,” the roll has it “* brevi adgui- 
fationis.”” In Ch. 36. for ** Si quis — 


fuper hoc comviucatur,” the roll reads 
* Si quis—fuper hoc commoveatur.” In 
the atteftation, for the Earl of ‘* Hert- 
ford,” the roll reads « the Earl of Hé- 
reford,”” though another Earl of Here- 
ford appears within five names after- 
wards. In the charter of the’ forett, 
Ch. 14. inftead of ** chiminagium,” or 
way-money (a term well known in the 
foreft taw) the roll fubftitutes ** chazg- 
nagium,” more than once, a word 
without any meaning at all. ‘Thefe 
capital miftakes, -among others, the 
effect not of halte but of abfolute igno- 
rance in the tranfcriber, occafiuned the 
editor 
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editor of the charters to deem with 
lefs reverence of this roll than he 
finds was expected ofhim. But though 
he could not be induced to believe it 


an original, yet he thought it in many 
refpects curious; and cautioufly avoid- 
ed expofing its blemifhes to view, till 
foxced to this public explanation. 
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EFORE we enter upon the addreffes which have lately been prefented to 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Briftol, and his Lordthip’s anfwers, we are 
happy to prefent the following curious and original papers to our readers, which 
have been communicated, to us by an ingenious correfpondent, whofe writings 
have frequently been admired in this Mifcellany as fources of real amufement 
and information. His own introduction fupercedes the neceflity of any farther 
preface. 


FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 
he public has of late beheld the Bifhop of Derry making a very remark- 


able appearance for a prelate of thefe days, as a promoter of popular exer- 
tions in Ireland. Jt will, therefore, bea contiderable cratification of political 
and biographical curiofity to pervfe a correfpondence which took place about 
four years ago between his Lordfhip and Mr. Bofwell, concerning an union of 
Ireland with England, and the itate of the city of Edinburgh as relative to 





that fubject. 


The BISHOP of DERRY to JAMES BOSWELL, Efg. 


Dear Sir, 


I Am certain it is unneceffary 
to apologize to you for any trouble one 
takes the liberty of giving you, where 
the intereft of a nation is concerned ; 
I fhall, therefore, wave all ceremony of 
that fort, as upon an exchange of cir- 
cumftances I hope you would do with 
me, and open the purport of my letter. 

‘The inhabitants ef Dublin are vio-. 
lent againft an union with England. 
The reft of Ireland are, perhaps, as 
warmly for it. As I am certain that 
Dublin could not be a great fufferer 
where the reft of the nation are great 
gainers, and that Edinburgh is a cafe 
in point, I fhould be much obliged to 
you, if you would be kind enough to 
afcertain for me what the prefent num- 
ber of houfes may be in Edinburgh, 
and what it was at the time of the 
union: it may poflibly not be any great 


Paortpatrick, Nov. 197A, I779- 
trouble to afcertain from thence what 
the value of land was before the build- 
ings, and what fince. Is it eafy with 
you to afcertain the number of inha- 
bitants from parochial regifters? If it 
be, 1 fhould be very thankful for that 
too, and alfo for one or two epochas 
in the progrefs of your population. 
Excufe ali this, my dear Sir, in one 
who has every engine at work that can 
throw light and information on a de- 
luded people, and who, from his-know- 
ledge of your temper and purfuits, is 

rfuaded of your wifhes to co-operate 
in fo beneficial a caufe. Iam, Sir, 
With.the trueft regard, 
Your very faithful 
And afectionate fervant, 
Tue BisHor or Derry*, 
To Fames Bof-well, E/y. Edinburgh. 


JAMES BOSWELL, Efq. to the BISHOP. of DERRY. 


My Lorp, 


I Am afraid your lordfhip and 
I differ as much in Irifh politics, as I 
found from your lordfhip’s converfa- 
tion in London laft autumn, we differ 


Edinburgh, 15th Dec. 17796 
in American politics: as I never could 
believe the miniflerial propofition, that 
a majority of our fellow-fubjects on 
the other fide of the Atlantick weuld: 

choofe 


* The fubfcription is particular, but the original, in bis lordfhip’s own hand-writing, and 
fealed with his arms, may be feea at the publither’s, 
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choofe to have their property at the 
mercy of the reprefentatives of the 
King’s fubjects in this ifland, neither 
can | believe that all Ireland, Dublin 
excepted, would be for an union with 


Great-Britain. WhenI was in Ireland 
ten years ago, a very fenfible man ad- 
drefling himfelf to me as a Scotchman, 
faid, “* We are bad enough in this 
country; but, thank Gop, we are not 
fo bad as you are. We have ftill our 
own parliament.” 'The noble exertions 
of the Irifh this winter fufficiently con- 
firm the remark. 

At any rate, my lord, I cannot help 
being very clearly of gpinion that the 
capital of Ireland would fuffer fadly 
by an union. Whether Scotland has 
been benefited by our union with Eng- 
land is to me a problematical quettion, 
depending upon a variety of inquiries 
and probabilities. As Sir George Sa- 
vile faid, when Wedderburne boafted 
of what he had gained by his return to 
the court party—‘* This Houfe kzows 
what he has 4.” Scotland, we know, 
has loft her ipirit, I may fay her exift- 
ence; for fhe is abforbed in her great 
and rich fifter kingdom. But fure I 
am Edinburgh has been grievoufly nip- 
ped in its growth, by depriving us of 
our parliament, and all its concomitant 
foitering influence; fo that we are now 
placed : 

«« Far from the fun and fummer’s gale.’’ 

I endeavoured to obey your lordthip’s 
coinmands, in procuring for you a com- 
parative flate of the number of houfes 
in Edinburgh now, and at the time of 
the Union. But I find that there are 
no cefs* rolls preferved fo old as the 


Merch 


time of the Union. They were carried 
to the caftle in 1745, and loft, or mif- 
laid, or deftroyed, it is not known 
how. I believe the houfes in Edin- 
burgh remained pretty much the fame 
from the time of the Union til] within 
my own rememberance. ‘There has, 
indeed, been a gredt many new ones 
built within thefe twelve or fifteen 
years, Owing partly to fome influx of 
wealth, and partly to that exuberance 
of paper credit, which at length proved 
fo fatal to this country. ‘lo afcribe 
to the Union fuch improvements as 
would have happened without it, is an 
enthufiafm no better founded than that 
of a worthy old lady, a Jacobite aunt 
of mine, who faid ** there had been 
no blackcock in Annandale fince the 
Revolution.” 

Let us, my lord, be fatisfied to live 
on good and equal terms with our fo- 
vereign’s people of Ireland, as we 
might have done with our fovereign’s 
people of Anierica, had thefe been al- 
lowed to enjoy ¢heir parliaments or af- 
femblies, as Ireland enjoys 4er’s, and 
inftead of calling the Irth ‘* a deluded 
people,” and attempting to grafp them 
in our paws, let us admire their fpirit. 
A Scotchman might preach an union 
to them, as the fox who had loft his 
tail. But your lordfhip is an Englifh- 
man, and brother to the Earl of 
Briftolt. I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient, 

humble fervant, 


JAMES BOSWELL. 


To the Right Reverend 
the Lord Bij/bop of Derry. 


Such were the tenets and opinions of the Bifhop of Derry in the year 1779. 


er a, 


The papers which follow will enable our readers to form a juft idea of his lord- 


fhip’s :prefent political conduct. 


We wave comments; and fhall endeavour to 


Jay before the public a complete collection of the Addreffes from the Irifh Affo- 


ciations to the Earl of Briftol, and his lordfhip’s anfwers. 


It is fearcely necef- 


fary to add, that thefe papers appeared foon after the Grand Natimal Conveytion. 
DROGHEDA ASSOCIATION. 
AT a meeting of the Drogheda Right Hon. the Earl of Briftol, by 


Affociation on the parade, the 3d of 


Deceinber, 1783. 


Major Chehhire. 
«« My Lord, 








Refolved unanimoufly, That the «* Convinced that to exaltéd cha 
following addrefs be prefented to the ratters like your's, the approbation and 


thanks 
* Land-tax books. 
+ Auguftus Earl of Brittol, who took a diltinguifhed part in the Houfe of Lords againft the America 
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thanks of good men can only be ac- 
ceptable, permit us, therefore, to make 
our moft unfeigned and warmeft ac- 
knowledgements to your lordfhip, for 
the truly noble and fpirited part which 
you have taken in the caufe of this 
country, and to congratulate your 
lordfhip upon your arrival in this town 
from the National Convention. 

«© Whilft we admire the virtuous 
exertions of your lordfhip, we cannot 
but lament that the Houfe of Com- 
mons have in the firft inftance refufed 
to gratify the wifhes of the people: 
however, we confole ourfelves with 
the hope, that (by a fteady perfeverance 
in the glorious caufe in which we have 
embarked) at a future period we muft 
and will be heard. 

*« Signed by order, 
** THOMAS CHAMNEY, Sec.” 
«* Gentlemen, 

** It is eafier for you to conceive 
than for me to exprefs the emotions of 
gratitude and fatisfaction arifing in my 
breaft upon receiving the watm appro- 
bation you have given to my conduct at 
the Grand National Convention. 

** If any external circumftance could 
add to the inward comfort I feel from 
having fupported the undoubted rights 
of a country, which of all others I love 
and revere, and in which alone the 
maniy fpirit of liberty expatiates 
through the whole land, it would be 
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the approbation of men whofe condi- 
tion I with to behold as free as their 
minds. 

«¢ But that comfort which you cannot 
increafe, you have confirmed; for a 
zeal which you approve cannot have 
been intemperate, and fervices which 

ou determine to fupport cannot prove 
ineffeCtual. 

«© As to the Houfe of Commons — 
the free and virtuous members for 
counties, unifon to the voices which 
fent them tq parliament, were almoft to 
a man with us; but, 

** The reprefentatives of mean, ¢or- 
rupt, decayed, and depopulated bo- 
roughs, to a man, almoft, were againft 
us. 

“© It could not be expected they 
fhould fign their own death-warrant ~ 
that muft be done by another hand. 

<* But, I muft obferve, that they who 
denied to the people their indubitable 
rights have yet afforded them whole- 
fome inftru¢ction, and having over- 
powered by numbers the voice of rea- 
fon, have now taught that people to 
add to their remonftrance the irrefifti- 
ble force of numbers. 

« Your requifitions were juft, and 
deferved to be heard: let them now be 
firm, and they muft be heard. 

«© Tam, Gentlemen, 
«* Your very faithful fervant, 
« BRISTOL.” 


LONDONDERRY ASSOCIATION. 


AT a meeting of the affociated corps 
of the city and liberties of London- 
derry, on parade, the 7th of December, 
1753, 

Joun Fereuson, Efg. Col. Com- 
mandant, | 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
following addrefs to the Earl of Briftol, 
Lord Bifhop of Derry, be prefented to 
his Lordfhip by our commanding officer, 
at the head of the corps under arms: 

** My Lord, 

** Oa your lordfhip’s return from the 
difcharge of that important duty which 
the uzauimous voice of the voluntiers of 
this city and county appointed you to, 
we, the Affociated Corps of London- 
derry, think it incumbent cn us to 

Loxy, Mac. March 1784. 


exprefs, in the warmeft terms, our grate- 
ful and perfect approbation of your 
diftinguifhed and patriotic conduct. 

** Although, my Lord, wenality and 
corruption hath, for the prefent, denied 
the juft and neceflary rettitution of the 
rights of the people, yet we do not de- 
{fpair, but, relying on the juice ofthe can/e, 
weare DETERMINED to perfevere in 
feeking fuch a parliamentary reform as 
will EFFECTUALLY defray the ex- 
croachments of the ariffocracy, and make 
the Houfe of Commons what it ought 
to be, ‘ the real reprefentatives of the 
people.’ 

‘* In this great and neceffary purfuit, 
we rely on the affiftance of your lord- 
fhip, and of every true friend to the 

Cc freedom, 
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freedom, peace, and happinefs of Ire- 
land.” 

Signed by orderof the affociated corps, 

*« JOHN FERGUSON, 

«© Colonel-Commandant.” 

To which his lordfhip was pleafed to 
return the following anfwer: 

Palace, at Derry, Dec. 7th, 1783. 

«* Gentlemen, and fellow citizens, 

** [ never harboured a doubt 

but that the conduct of your Delegate 

General, difcharged with a fpirit equal 

to your confidence, would receive the 

approbation to which his integrity 

was entitled, and your virtues were 

pledged. 

** The venality and corruption to 
which you allude may for a moment 
obitruét, but cannot ultimately elude 
the reftitution of your rights. 

** The prefent Houfe “of Commons, 
even if they were @ legitimate body, are 
certainly the /rvants and not the » afters 
of the people; they profefs to be fo 
before their election — they fhould be 
COMPELLED to find themfelves fo 
after it. 

** During the progrefs of their po- 
litical courtihip, they utter a thoufand 
fervent vows, ‘and reiterate numberlefs 





March 


enthufiaftic promifes, to captivate your 
affections; which, in the very moment 
that the bafket of their political matri- 
mony is pinned, they utterly forget; 
and, regardlefs of the vows they have 
plighted, and of the accounts they one 
day mutt yield, they overftep both, 
with an effrontery equal to their hy- 
pocrify, and with a confidence which 
nothing could explain, except your 
credulity. 

** Tadvife you, therefore, no longer 
to endure fo infolent a monfter, but, 
confcious of your own rights, and in- 
dignant at their encroachments, /peak 
to this mock reprefentative of fitious and 
unfubftantial conftituents a language fuit- 
able to yourfelves, and which freemen 
of every nation, and Irifh freemen 
above all others, know but how to ez- 

orce. 

‘© You do well to rely on my affift- 
ance in a caufe which decides the free- 
dom, the peace, and happinefs of Ire- 
land. 

** I have not yet difappointed your 
juft expectations, but as we fee that all 
men are liable, may the moment of my 


tranfgreflion be the laft of my exiftence. 
« BRISTOL.” 


While the Earl of Briflol engaged the attention of Ireland and England, 
by his anfwers to the addreffes of the Affociations, he himfelf formed a refo- 
lution of railing a corps of volunteers, to confift of ten companies, and each 


pers rey of 500 men. 
quickly formed, 
tenants of the bifhopric of Derry. 


Agreeable to a notice fent by the 
Rev. Andrew Cochran, in the name 
of the Earl of Briitol, his tenants on 
the lands of Drimrah, county of Ty- 
rone, held a mee ting a Drimrah- -bridge 
on Monday, December the 8th, 1783, 
and there came unanimoufly to the fol- 
low ing wrens 

Refolved, ‘That we the feveral per- 
fons under-named are happy in having 
it in our power to comply with the 
requeft of tie Earl of Briftol, if by that 
we can teftify our £ -atitude and efteem 
for the flendiett of all patriots and the 
beft of all landlords: and that we do 


A beginning was foon made, and the firft company 
‘Thefe new volunteers were moftiy Roman Catholics; and a/f 


moft chearfully agree to form ourfelves 
into a volunteer company, in defence 
of the common caufe of freedom, and 
to be entirely at the devotion of his 
lordthip. 

Refolved, That Mr. Cochran be re- 
guefted to tranfmit thefe our refolu- 
tions to the Earl of Briftol, and that 
we Will attentively await his further di- 
rections. 

Signed by the tenantry. 

N. B. This corps, including Ro- 
man Catholics, immediately amounted 
to near fixty, and many itrangers de- 
fired to be incorporated. 


The following addrefs and letter have been publifhed in the papers, but as 
they are clofely conne¢ted with the fubject before us, no reader, we hope, will 


be difpleafed to fee them reprinted : 
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Extra of a letter from General Flood to 
Fohn Talbot Afoenhurft, Efq. fecretary 


to the National Convention, dated 


Cheveland-row, London, Friday, Dec. 
26, 1783. 
¢¢ Dear Sir, 

‘¢ THIS day fe’nnight I had the 
honour to deliver to his Majefty, at his 
levee, the addretfs of the National Con- 
vention. It 1s againit euftom to ac- 
company any addrefs fo delivered with 
any explanation, and it is alfo againit 
cuftom for his Majefty to deliver any 
anfwer. 

‘«* T requeft that you will make the 
proper communication thereof to the 
fecretaries of the feveral provinces, and 
am, &c. 

‘HENRY FLOOD.” 

The following is the copy of the 
addrefs : 

To the King’s Mof Excellent Ma- 

jetty. 
The humble Addrefs of the Delegates 
of all the Volunteers of Ireland. 
Mofi Gracious Sovereign, 

WE, your Majefty’s moft loyal 
fubjects, the delegates of all the volun- 
teers of Ireland, beg leave to approach 
your Majefty’s throne with all humi- 
lity, to exprefs our zeal for your Ma- 
jefty’s perfon, family, and government, 
and our inviolate attachment to the per- 
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petual connexion of your Majefty’s 
crown of this kingdom with that of 
Great-Britain, to offer tou your Majefty 
our lives and fortunes in fupport of 
your Majefty’s rights, and of the. glory 
and profperity of the Britifh empire. 
To affert with an humble but honeft 
confidence that the Volunteers of Ire- 
land did, without expence to the pub. 
lic, protect your Majeity’s kingdom of 
Ireland againft your foreign enemies, at 
a time when. your Majefty’s forces in 
this country were not adequate to that 
fervice. ‘To ftate that, through their 
means, the laws and police of this king- 
dom had been better executed and 
maintained than at any former period 
within the memory of man; and to 
implore your Majefty that our humble 
with to have certain manifeft perver- 
fions of the parliamentary reformation 
of this kingdom remedied by the le- 
giflature in fome reafonable degree, 
may not be imputed to any fpirit of 
innovation in us, but to a fober and 
laudable defire to uphold the conttitu- 
tion, to confirm the fatisfaction of our 
fellow-fubjefts, and to perpetuate the 
cordial union of both kingdoms. 
Signed by order, 

Joun TaLsot AsHENHURST, S 
James Dawson. i ro 


CONNAUGHT VOLUNTEERS. 
THE Addrefs of the Delegates of the Volunteer Corps of the province of 


Connaught, rft of January, 1784. 


To the Earl of BRISTOL. 


My Lord, 

AS we conceive it to be the duty 
of freemen to fupport the affertors of 
their freedom, we think we cannot 
miftake our object in addrefling our 
unanimous es to anobleman, who 
has fo early proved himfelf the decided 
and virtuous friend of the real princi- 
ples of the conftitution. Upon thefe 
motives, my lord, we proffer to you 
our attachment, confident that in the 
attainment of your ambition is lodged 
the omy of the rights and pri- 
vileges of the citizens of Ireland. 


Sec. Province 
JAMES JOYCE, f ofConnaught. 


REPLY, 

“© Gentlemen, : | 
** 'TO be fele&ted from that chofen 
band of patriots which conftituted. the, 
National Convention, as the favourite 
of your attention, and the objeét of 
your thanks, however it may heighten 
the obligation, yet cannot Secede the 
zeal which animates the difcharge of 
my favourite office. It has mingled 
gratitude with principle, and added 
duty to inclination~-and if to ftrug- 
le amidft a numerous hoft of virtuous 
and refolute citizens for the redemp- 
tion of our captive rights from the 
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polluted grafp of a corrupt and defpe- has earned to me the attachment of the . 


rate oligarchy, and to determine on province of Connaught, I am alfo the 
their reititution, or to perifh in the moft contented, and, give me leave to 
purfuit, can be deemed ambition, I add likewife, the beft rewarded. 

am, perhaps, the mott ambitious man ** BRISTOL.” 
in Ireland—but if this ambition, the Dowzhill, Fan. 13, 1784. 

fingle one which beats in my bofom, 
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MATHEMATICS. 
ANSWERS TO MATHEMATICAL QUESTIONS. 
27. QuESTION (I. Nov.) anfwered by Mr. WILLIAM Kaye. 
PROJECTION. 
 y pqaaters the primitive circle EDGR 


to reprefent the equinoétial, im which 
take any point S; and from that point fet 
off 13° to D for the diff. of right afcenfion, 
between {pica Virginis and Aréturus, and 
65° 57’ from D to K for the difference of 
vight afcenfion between Aréturus and a4 
Lyre. From P, the pole of the equinottial, 
draw PS, PD, and PK; and on thefe lines 
ref{pectively fet off PV, the polar diftance 
of Spica Virginis, 100° 1’ 25"; PA the 
polar diftance of Aréturus, 69° 40! 47”; 
and PL, the polar diltance of « Lyrx, 51° 
24’ 34. Through the two points V and 
A defcribe the great circle VAB; and 
through the points A and L defcribe the great circle ALC: find p and O, the 
poles of thofe two circles; round which, at diftances equal to the angles which the 
circles made with the horizon, refpectively, defcribe two Jefler circles, interfecting 
each other in Z, the zenith of the place of obfervation. Draw the meridian MN 
thiough P and Z, and ZM will be the latitude required. 


CALCULATION, 


Round Z, asa pole, defcribe the horizon HCBR cutting the great circles VAB 
and ALC in B and C; alfo, through A, the vertical circle ZAH, meeting the ho- 
rizon in H, Then, in the triangle PAL, there are given two fides, PA, PL, and 
the included angle APL to find the angle LAP, which is equal te the angle DAE: 
and as the leg DA is known in the right angled triangle DAE, the angle DEA, 
and bypothenufe AE may be found. Moreover, VP, AP, and the contained angle 
VAP being given in the triangle PVA the angle PAV may be found, and from 
thence its fupplement, PAB; which being taken out of the angle PAL will leave 
the angle BAC. We have, therefore, in the triangle ABC, all the angles given 
to find the fide AC, which being added to AE, gives EC. Hence, jn the triangle 
GEC, we have given the angles at C and E, together with the contained fide CE 
to find the angle CGE, the'iupplement to which is the complement of the latitude 
of the place ot obfervation. ‘The latitude, therefore, is 41% 471/N. 

Again, in the right angled triangle ACH, AC, and the angle ACH being given 
AH, the altitude of Aréturus will be known; and from thence its zenith diitance 
AZ: the three fides ZA, ZP, and PA are therefore known in the triangle ZPA; 
from whence the right afcention of the mid-heaven, and hour of the night when the 
obfervation was made, may be found: which hour was 12" 36/, or 35’ after 
midnight. 





28. Question (II. Nov.) anfwered by Mr. GeornGe SANDERSON. 


In the fpherical uriagle BAC, the fides AB, AC, and the included angle BAC 
aie given to find the fide-BC, ; 


In 
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In AC, the greater fide, take AD— AB, and defcribe A: 

the arc BD. Then, by B. IV. Art. 241, of Robertfon’s , 

Navigation, the verfed:dine of the angle BAC is to the 

fquare of radius as the difference of the verfed fines of 

BC and CD is to the produét of the fines of AC and D 

AB. But, when the radius is unity, the verfed fine of 

any arc, or angle, is equal to twice the fquare of the B 

fine of half that arc, or angle; therefore, 2 fin.2 I 7 

BAC: 1 112 fin.t 1 BC—2 fin.7 CD: fin. ACx fin. 

AB. Confequently, multiplying means and extremes 

fin.? £ BC—tin.?  CD=—fin.4 ZBAC x fin. AC x C 

fin. AB; or, dividing by fin. 4CD, and taking the 

f{quare roets on both fides, ./tin.? 4 BC= fin.? tT CD—1— V/ fin? + 2 BAC x 

fin. AC X fin. AB + fin. } CD. Now s/fin.=  BC=in?? CDE i i 

ly, the tangent of an arc, which has hd IBC— fin. 1CD ie its a targge? 

“/ fin.? 4 ZBAC x tin. AC x tin. Ab — fin, ’ 

















3 CD, which is equal to it, is, by 


} I , 2° - . 
the nature of logarithms, = ~ log. fin.  ZBAC + ios. fin. AC + log. fin. AB 





— log. fin. 1 CD which is the firft part of the rule. 

Ayain, if fin. 2 BC + fin. } CD be the fecant of an arc. fin. 2 : 

Ag > ec: 1 CD = fin. i C 
will be the cofine of it; and the produ& of the tangent wey its ple eal ber: 
be the fine of the fame arc: confequently the fine of this arc will be exprefled by 
fin. }CDx Wiin.* 4 2BADXtin. AC xin. AB ; 

. Gn.  BCxfin.4 CD = v lin.*i 2 BACxs.ACxs, AB 


~fin. 1 BC; and, confequently, its log. fnby tenet £ BAC +log.s.AC+log.s.AB 














2 
— log. s. } BC: and this being taken-from2—8-*- 2 —BAC + log. » AC +log-s-AB 





leaves the log. fine of } BC. Which was to be denauleed, 


29. Question (III. Nov.) anfwered by Mr. SANDERSON. 
CONSTRUCTION, 


From any point G, in the indefinite P 





right line AB, draw GC equal to the ~. 


given bifeéting line, and making the 
angle AGC eqnal to the given one. 
Produce CG to P, making GP=GC, = 
and through C draw the indefinite 
right line MN parallel to AB; alfo “\ 
through G and P draw GF and PE 





D 
=: 





both perpendicular to MN; and in 
EP, take ER=EC, and through the 
points R defcribe the inferior conchoid 
HIRK, the pole of which is P, and 
direétrix MN. 

From P draw lines Pr, PL, &c. cut- 
ting the indefinite right line AB in 
the points a, A, &c. and fet off on 


R 
GQ 
them from a, A, &c. al=aC, AL= 
AC, &c. and through the points C,/,_. 


Lo 
ry 
‘a 


“hewaeend* 














L, &c. defcribe the curve C/LQ, 
Moreover, defcribe the curve DrL, 
cutting the curve C/LQ in L fuch that /P 

if lines PD, Pr, PL, &c. be drawn from P, cutting the conchoid in d, R, I, &c. 
and this curvein D,r, L, &c. the rectangfes of Dd x DP, rRxrP, LIXLP, &c. 
may each of them be equal to the reétangle contained by EC and the given perime- 
ter P. Then, through L, the point where the two curves C/LQ, DrL interfeét, 





draw LP, cutting MN in V, the conchoid in I, and AB in A; alfo parallel to it . 


draw CB, meeting AB in B, and ABC will be the triangle required. 





































































DEMONSTRATION. 


Becaufe CP is bife&ted in G, and LAP parallel to CB, AB to EC (MN); GF 
perpendicular to MN, and parallel to EP, by conftruétion; it is manifeft that AP 
—AV, —BC; that AG=GB, and CF=FE=half the difference of the fegments 
of the bafe, made by the perpendicular CO. But LA—AC by conftruétion; there- 
fore, PL=AC+BC, and LV=>AC—BC. Now VI=ER, by the property of the 
conchoid, which is—-EC, the difference of the arg of the bafe, by conftruc- 
tion; and, by a well known property of triangles, EC (VI) : AC—BC (LV) :: 
AC+BC(LP): AB. Therefore, by compofition, VI: LI :; LP: LP+AB (AC 
+BC+AB): confequently, VIxac+5C+A5—LI x LP=VI xP, the given 
perimeter, by conftruétion; therefore, AC+BC-+AB is equal to P. 

Q. E, D. 


An algebraical Anfwer to the fame by Mr. James Wess. 

Put a—GO (fee the lafi fig.) 6=CO, e—CG, p=the perimeter, and x — AG, 
—GB. Then x+a=AO, x—a=OB, f/x tale +52 —AC, and /x—a)* +47= 
BC. Confequently 2x+ Vx +a\* + * + Vv x—a\* + 6*>= p; or p —ax= 
x +a*4b7 +V x—a\* + 6%; and, by fquaring both fides of the equation, p2 

—————<——_——————— ————————————— 
— 4px + 4x*—x* + 2ax 4a74+57?42V x4 a)? +67 x x—«)? + b2 + x*—21ax* +a* 
p? => pan EE , 
+b*; or — —2px+x%?—a2—b— VY x+a'?*4+h*x x—a}* +6%. And, by putting 
2 





























4 
c* for a*4+67, and again {quaring both fides, P spite + sprx?® —— prc? —4px3 + 
4 


4perx 4 xt—~ 207 x? + tm xt—24a*x*4+2b7x*+at + 2a7b*+4b4; or, by again putting 
ay b? — 55* 
¢? = b*+a?, and proper reduction, there will finally refult «3 4 : , ———= X X74 
4 





ee ee 3 2 
Crip? Kea in, Confequently, when 4, c, and p are given in numbers, 
i 


x may be found, and from thence the fides of the triangle. 


30. Question (I. Dec.) anfwered by the Rev. Mr. GARNONS. 

In the firft article, put x and y for the indices of the fourth letter of the fir word, 
and the fourth letter of the fecond word, refpectively: then x—y x x?—y? = x3 — 
wr y— xy? +3, = 1323; and x+y x x*y*, = x3 4x7y+xy* +y3, —10503. Thele 
being added together give «x3 +2y3 = 11826; or x3+4y> = §913- Moreover, if the 
firlt equation be taken from the lecond, there will remain 2x2y+2xy*= 9180; and 
this being multiplied by 2, gives 3x7y+3xy?=13770. Now, this being added to 
the fum of the cubes, there will arile «34 4x2y4+ 3xy?+y3 = 19683; and the cube 
roots being taken, will bex+y—27. But the firft equation being HVXX—YXX Ay 
=1323; by fubftituting 27 for x+y, and dividing both fides by it, x«—y}¥ = 49; 
and confequently x—y=7. Hence, by addition and fubtraftion, 2x34, and ay 
—=20: confequently x17, and y=10. The 4th letter of the firft word is, there- 
fore, R, and that of the fecond word K., 

Next put w and x for the indices of the fifth letter of the firft word, and the fecond 
letter of the fecond word; and the two equations will be v?—z*= «28, and v4x% 


47 z\* 




















+vx=47- Then v*=528 + 2*; and v+ vz =—47—2, or Vv? = - : confe- 
1+< 
—x\* 19 —~— 94242? 
quently, s8+ei= | = eee = 528+27; or 2209—942% + 27= 


528+ 105624 52827+4+27422342+. Hence, &'+2234528z* 411502 = 1681; and, 
as the fum of the coefficients of z and its powers is exaéily equal to the known 
fide of the equation, it follows that x is equal 1: confequently v—23. The fifth 
letter of the firft word is, therefore, Y; and the fecond, as well as the 7th letter 
of the fecond word A. 

4 The 
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The firft term of the arithmetical progreffion, mentioned in the third article, 
being 1, the laft 17, and the number of terms 5; it follows that the common dif- 
ference mult be 4; and, confequently, the three intermediate terms are 5, 9, and 


13; anfwering to the letters E, I, and N; which are, therefore, the fecond letter of 


the firft word, the firft letter of the fecond word, and the third letter of the firt 

word, refpectively. - 
From the fourth article s*-+-r7= 520, and sr-+r?= 448: the firft of thefe being 

added to twice the latter gives s*+2sr-+37%=1416. Fromwhence s+r\* = 1416— 


—_ at 
ar*; and str= VW 1416-277, = eye by the fecond equation: confequently 1416 


200704 
ae aS. and 2#+—1416r? = — 200704, or r+ — 708r2 = — 100352; and, by 


completing the fquare, 7* = 354-158. But this being not a fquare number when 
the upper fign is ufed, the lower one muft be taken; and then 72 = 196, orr= 14; 
* s==18 5 and the fifth and fixth letters of the fecond word are S and O. 

The equations refulting from the terms of the fifth article are, putting # and w 
for the indices of the required letters, u*7+w*~—u—w=62, and uw + U+w—3s. 
Let the latter equation, together with ww, be added to the former, and we have 
ur—-2uw +-w*=97+uw; hence, u 4+ w—=W97+uw. Again, from the fecond 
equation u4+w =35—uw; therefore 35—uw = W97—uw; from whence, by re- 
duction, and completing the fquare, &c. wav will be found = 24; and from thence, 
v+w=11. Therefore, by Prob. 39, p. 102, Simp. Algebra, ux8, and w=3; 
and the firit letter of the firft word is H, the third letter of the fecond word C; and 
the enigma ttands explained thus: 


. £2 ee :.8 8 “2,33 3.2 
H EN R Y JAC K S O Ng 
8, 5s 139 17) 23 Qo Ip 3p 10, 38, 24, 13 
The Queftion was alfo anfwered by Mr, Duffaut and Mr, James Webb. 











MATHEMATICAL QUESTIONS. 
46. Question I, dy Mr. Joun WILLIAMS. 
Walking along an even and direét road, by the fide of a river, I obferved a 


tower on the other fide of it, and took the altitude of its top 5° 24’, walking 


on 100 yards farther, I again took the altitude of the top of it, which was 
6° 272’; I then walked on again, intending to take another obfervation when 
I was directly oppofite to it, but was prevented by fome high trees, which grew 
before it; I, therefore, went on to a place which was 500 yards from my firlt 
ftation, and again obferved its altitude to be 8° 36’. It is required from hence, 
to determine the height of the tower geometrically. 


47. Question II. dy Stentor Dom. Antonio Santos. 
In a given circle to infcribe a triangle, fo that the difference of the fegments 


of the bafe, made by the perpendicular, may be of a given magnitude, and its 
area a maximum. 


48. Question III. dy Mr. James Wess. 


Mr. Maclaurin, at p. 185 of his Algebra, 2d edit. fays, if «*—px*+-gx—r 
=o, be any cubic equation, and if g*—2pr be put=e*, the greateit root of 


é . 
the equation will always be greater than ~~: and in any equation, x? —= 
tag 
g*—2pr 7: ZI : Y 
px! pg x ——merx®3 4, KC. = 9; * will always be lefs than the 
# 
greateft root of the equation, It is required to give the inyeftigation of thefe 
two theorems, 








49, QUESTION 
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49. Question IV. dy Nauticus. 


Two fhips which had failed, at the fame time, from two ports in the patallel 
of 49° 57’ N. met in latitude 48° 53'N. and, on comparing notes, found that 
one had failed at the rate of 5, and the other at the rate of 3 miles an hour, and 
alfo, that the fum of the diftances run by each fhip, and the diftance between the 

rts they failed from, when added together, was 250 miles. Quere the courfe 
and diftance run by each fhip, and the diftance between the ports they failed from. 


so. Question V. dy Mr. L. O’Hynes Hatvaran. 


Let ABC bea given parabola, BC its axis, B the vertex, and Aa point in 
the curve; moreover, let DE be a right line, given in pofition, and meeting 
the axis CB, produced in D. 

Now, if a body fet out from D, and move along the right line DE, with 
any given, uniform velocity; and another body fet out, at the fame time, from 
A, and move along the curve from A towards B, with any given uniform ve- 
locity likewife. It is required to affign the fituation of the two bodies when 
they are the neareft poffible to each other, and alfo how long they will then 
have been in motion. | 


&-# ‘The anfwers to thefe queftions are requefted before the rft of June, 
and may be direéted (poft-paid) to Mr. Baldwin, in Paternofter-row, London. 
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HE following paper was communicated to us laft month, by Mr. De Ma 

* gellan, whofe kindnefs has. frequently been exerted in the fervice of our 
work. ‘The fubjects, however, which demanded early infertion were then too 
numerous to allow room for this paper. We fhall now prefent it to our | 
readers with a fupplement from Profeffor Richardfon’s Ruffian Anecdotes. 


An Account of the Annual Affembly of the Imperial Academy of Sciences at Peterfburgh, 
held the 10th and 21/fi of Ofober, 1783, under the aufpices of Catharine II, Em- 
prefs of all the Ruffias, the Pratefrix of Sciences and Arts, of which the Princefs de 
Dajchkaw was Prefident, in the prefence of a great number of the nobility, and other 
diftinguifked perfans 

Communicated by J. H. DE MAGELLAN, F.R.S. and Member of the fame Academy. 


HE Princefs de Dafchkaw, Pre- ftrated: or, if fuch motion is not uni- 
fident of the Academy, opened form, whether its change an account 
the affembly, by an elaborate and ma- of the refiftance of the ether, or of any 
fterly difcourfe, in which the obje€t other caufe may be proved; to point 
and motives of its convocation were out the phenomena hence §arifing: 
fully exprefied. and what means may be had to re¢tity 
Soon aiter John Albert Euler, fe- the meafure of time, and its variations 
cretary to the Academy, gave notice arifing from this unequal motion, fo 
of the premiums or prizes which were that a juft eftimate may be made of the 
adjudged by it to the authors of two relative duration of late centuries in 
diflertations on the very interefting relation to that of ancient ones.” 
and curious problem propofed in 1778 In confequence of the account given 
‘for the year 1781, and which the Aca- by the commiflaries, appointed by the 
demy had returned for the prefent year, Imperial Academy to examine the dif- 
Vid. ferent memoirs which had been fent 
** To fhow, by found arguments, for anfwering the above queftion, it 
whether an uniformity of the diurnal was refolved to divide the promifed 
motion of the earth can be demoa- premium of one hundred golden ducats 
into 
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into two equal parts, to be fhared by 
the authors of the two memoirs, the 
firft of which was marked with the 
note Feljx gui potuit rerum cognofrere 
caufas, and the fecond by thefe lines 
from the fecond book of Ovid’s Me- 
tamorphofes, 

Dies & menfis G cnnus ; 

Seculaque & pojite /patiis equalibus hore. 

The fealed names being opened, it 
appeared that the author of the firft 
memoir was Mr. John Frederic Hennert, 
Doctor of Philofophy, and Profeffor 
of Mathematics in the Univerfity of 
Utrecht, member of the Society of 
Sciences at Haerlem, Rotterdam, V1li- 
ftingue, and Utrecht. 

‘Lhe author of the fecond memoir 
was found to be Mr. Paul Frifi, Profef- 
for of Mathematics at Milan, member 
of the Academies of. St. Peterfburgh, 
Berlin, Stockholm, Upfal, Copenha- 
gen, and of the learned Societies of 
London, Haerlem, &c. 

After the above prizes were ad- 
judged, the Academy having propofed 
in 1780, for this prefent year, the fol- 
lowing problem, viz. To explain and 
elucidate the theory of thofe machines, 
whofe force is derived from fire, or whofe 
movement is communicated by the vapour 
of water, the prize, being alfo of one 
hundred gold ducats, was conferred on 
the author of a French memoir marked 
No. 2. with the motto Yentare licet: 
the fealed annexed bill being opened, 
it was found its author’s name was 
Mr. Sebaftian Maillard, fecond captain 
in the Corps du genie of his Sacred Ma- 
jefty the Emperor of Germany, and 
profeffor of fortification in the Impe- 
rial Academy of Engineers at Vienna. 

The fealed bills, containing the 
names of thofe authors of the memoirs 
not crowned by the academy, were 
burned without opening them. 

Mr. Roumoufky, counfellor of the 
Imperial Court, read then an extract 
made by him in the Ruffian language 
of the two crowned memoirs above 
mentioned, on the aftronomical quef- 
tion of the earth’s motion. 

After which, Meiirs. Roumoufiy, 
Krafft, and Lexell, members of the 
Acadeiny, appointed by the fame to 
examine the circular inftrament invent- 
Lonp. Mac. March 174. 
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ed by J. H. De Magellan, a Portuguefe 

entleman, refiding in London, and 
Foréign penfioned member of the fame 
Imperial Academy, which he lately fent 
to the Prefident, the Princefs de Dafch- 
kaw, explained to the Academy the 
great advantages of this inftrument fer 
the ufes it is intended, namely for 
meafuring angular diftances between 
aftronomical or other objects at fea: it 
was of courfe deemed to deferve the 
general approbation of the Academy. 
Mr. Lexell read a defcription of this 
inftrument, and gave aa account of the 
refults from different trials and obfer- 
vations he had made with it, by which 
its great utility was completely demon- 
ftrated, 

Finally, the fecretary read the new 
queftion of mineralogy propofed by 
the Academy, for a prize to be decided 
in the year 1785, whofe program, print- 
ed both in the Latin and Roffian lan- 
guages, was diftributed among the per- 
fons who were prefent at the affembly. 
It contains a very learned and philo- 
fophical introduétion, in which the 
bold and indefatigable labours of mo- 
dern enquirers after natural knowledge 
are mentioned, as encountering the 
greateft difficulties for fcrutinizing the 
contents which lie both within the 
deepeft bowels of the earth, and in the 
mott high limits of the globe: but al- 
though the changes and viciifitudes the. 

lobe itfelf has undergone may be 
well obferved in the mountains, whofe 
dumb but expreflive marks bear tefti- 
mony to the different epochas of Na- 
ture: fome, however, have a dubious 
afpect, and even the ftony fubftances 
which enter into their compofition 
cannot be ranged under the fame data, 
part of them being but lately formed, 
and others perhaps as old as the world 
itfelf; fome owing their form to fire, 
fome to water, and fome to both. 
Inguiries of this kind are well repaid, 
even by the fole contemplation of the 
great works of creation, to raife the 
mind of the beholder to the Supreme 
Author of Nature. There are be- 
fides a great many advantages which 
accrue to fociety from this kind of 
knowledge, among which is the find- 
ing out, and properly working the 
Dd riches, 
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riches hidden in the bowels of the 
earth. It is from the mineralogical 
geography being well underftood, that 
the whole fuccefs of thefe important 
and expenfive undertakings depends: 
as it is obferved that fome metals are 
more generally found in or with one 
or other fpecies of thefe ftony fub- 
flances; and even there are fome indi- 
cations taken from the nature of thefe 
metallic beddings, which enable the 
obferver to judge of their abundance, 
or of their poverty. We muit, how- 
ever, acknowledge that there is fuilla 
great deal to be done for our attaining 
a complete knowledge of thefe matters : 
fuch being the different aggregations of 
ftony fubftances, fuch the variety and 
the proportion of their particles, that 
many kinds are miftaken for others, 
and many are reckoned to be the fame, 
when effentially different among them- 
feives. 

It is for thefe, and other weighty 
reafons, that the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences propofes a premium of one 
bundred golden ducats to the perfon 
who more fully and ably fhali anfwer 
the following problem: 

«¢ An accurate and natural method 
is required to range the flony fubitances 
of the earth, according to their genera, 
fpecies, and varieties; fo that they may 
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be hereafter more eafily diftinguifhed 


than hitherto, by their'certain charac- 
teriftic qualities, both of their exter- 
nal appearances, and of their chémical 
analyfis. A proper denomination is to 
be prefixed to each, but without intro- 
ducing ufelefs innovations of terms or 
names, which rather confound than 
elucidate the fubject. In claffing thefe 
fubftances a regard muft be had to their 
origin, and to the date of their pro- 
duction in the different changes or 
epochas of Nature: and it is further 
required, that the metal be indicated 
to which one or other kind of thefe 
hard fubftances is found to be a natural 
bed, or the matrix where it is con- 
tained: adding fuch ereditable mine- 
ralogical obfervations, as to evince and 
to confirm the propofed claffification 
and affertions.” | 

The memoirs may be written in the 
Ruffian, Latin, Germax; or French lan- 
guages, and direéted to John Albert 
Kuler, Secretary to the Imperial Aca- 
demy, time enough to be received be- 
fore the beginning of July 1785. A 
motto or quotation is to be prefixed to 
each; but the name of the author muft 
be fealed up, and annexed to the me- 


moir, with the fame motto on the out- 
fide. , 


By way of appendage to this memorial, we imagine that our readers will not 
be difpleafed with the following extract from a letter in the ingenious Mr. 
Richardfon’s Rrffian Anecdotes, which contains an account of a diftribution of 
prizes at the Academy of Arts and Sciences, in Ruflia, during his refidence 


there in the year 1769: 

** | was lately prefent at a diftribu- 
tion of prizes to itudents educated in 
the academy of Arts and Sciences. I 
pailed through two large rooms, where 
the boys, dreffed in white uniforms, 
were drawnup in two ranks; and went 
into athird, where the Great Duke, 
gnd other academicians, were feated 
round a table, on which were placed 
ipecimens cf hand-writing and drawing, 
executed by the {cholars. Vhere were 
alto prefént many ladies and gentle- 
men of the court. Count Bethoy be- 
gan the ceremony, by addrefling a 
fpeech to the Grand Duke, in which 
he-recommended the feminary to his 
protection. To this his Imperial 





Highnefs replied, ‘ As the welfare of 
Rutfiia fhall ever be the objeé neareft my 
heart; and as the proper education of 
youth is of fo much confequence in 
every well-ordered ftate, it claims, and 
fhalf ever obtain, my moft conftant 
attention.” He fpoke flowly, and 
with propriety, yet not without the 
diffidence of an amiable boy. On 
fitting down, he turned fmiling to 
Count Panim, his governor, with the 
air of one afking, Have Ll acquitted my- 
felf aright? ‘ihe Count feemed to 
affent, and I thought a tear rofe in his 
eye. I was told that the Emprefs was 
prefent among the ladies; but though 
this might be known to them, the did 
5 not 
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acknowledged as Emprefs. The mo- 
ther wifhed to obferve her fon. It was 
the firft time he had fpoken in public; 
and the mother’s heart mutt have 
thrilled with pleafure*. I aimoft wept 
for joy.—After this the company paffed 
into another room, where the prizes 
were diftributed. They were firit pre- 
fented to the ladies, and by them to the 
little boys. ‘The fcene was amufing; 
and was enlivened at intervals by a band 
of muficians in an adjoining recefs.— 
Tell me, now, would nota ftranger, 
on witnefling fuch a fcene, on fecing 
one of the moft powerful fovereigns 
on earth, and the prefumptive heir of 
this mighty empire, fo attentive to the 
welfare and improvement of their 
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not chufe upon that occafion to be 
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people, would he not feel rapture, 
approve, and applaud? Yet, when I 
exprefs thofe fentiments, there are 
perfons who fhake their heads; who 
tell me this academy has fubfifted for 
many years, and what have they done: 
It may be mentioned with oftentatious 
pomp in a news-paper, or by Voltaire, 
and nothing elfe is intended. Such 
fpeeches are mortifying; and, notwith- 
ftanding their authority, I muft tay, 
that even admitting the love of fame 
to be the fole motive, the means ufed 
are far more Iaudable than thofe prac- 
tifed by prinees who purfue the objects 
of their ambition, by adding one in- 
human aét to another. 

*« The academy mentioned aboye was 
founded in a former reign.” 





AIR-BALLOONS. 


IR-Balloons are now fo common, that it would be ufelefs to record every 

one which has been let off in this country. We cannot, however, omit 

prefenting the following letter to our readers, as it ferves to complete the 
amperfect narrative which we publithed in our daft numbert. 


A FULL ACCOUNT OF 'THE GRAND AEROSTATIC MACHINE 
LAUNCHED AT LYONS, JANUARY 14g, 1784. 


* | nes juft come home, and cannot 
o to bed without acquainting 

you with all that I have feen.—After 
various trials, fucceflively made, of 
the enormous machine, it was dif- 
mounted, and unloaded, till a new 
grand eflay was determined upon, and 
announced for Thurfday the 15th in- 
ftant. Ali the town flocked to the fu- 
burb de Breteaux; the inclofure over- 
flowed with ladies, and a ring of dra- 
goons of the Maréchauflée furrounded 
the place. The people fhouted and 
huzzaed from every quarter. A great 
number of mortars were let off, and 
at laft the gas being introduced into 
the machine, we faw it majeftically 
rifing. Six-and-twenty minutes were 
fuficient to fill it up, nor can it be 
poflible to imagine a more ftriking 
view than the afcent of that flupendous 
and magnificent mafs. The gallery be- 
an to rife two feet, but as 1t was too 
=” to truft it to any height, the fport, 
or rather the fpectacie, was put off till 


the fubfequent day, On Friday, all 


* Latone tacitum pertentant gaudia pectuss Vine. 


the provifions being ready, the tra- 
vellers, to the number of fix, got up 
into the gallery, hankering after the 
moment of the departure, which was 
at laft announced by the difcharge of 
feveral mortars. M. Durofier putting 
now in the hands of M. Montgolfier 
fome ftraw and fome fire, the latter 
carried the fame in triumph to M. de 
Fleffelle, the Inteudant; this produced 
a general peal of endlefs acclamations, 
bravos, and huzzas. ‘The fire was put, 
but the unfortunate machine had hardly 
gained the height of fifty feet, when the 
top catched fire, which, however, was 
foon extinguifhed by engines; but the 
machine fell down in avery fad con- 
dition. It was found necefflary to 
change all the fuperior part, and a 
portion of the fegment, fo that it was 
abfolutely impodiible for it to go off. 
‘The difappoiatment occafioned many 
long faces) MM. Durofier and Mont- 
goltfier had tears in their eyes; the 
public went away not well pleafed. 
The accident proceeded from the 

2D2 balloon’s 
+ Page 447. 
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balloon’s having been confiderably 
wetted in the night, and not having 
had time to dry. At firft a violent fire 
was made under it, contrary to the 
orders of M. Durofier; the machine 
being loaded with damp articles, ac- 
quired a great degree of heavinefs, and 
was finking fafton the flame. A great 
number of people, however, actuated 
by a kind of enthufiafm, gave every 
fort of affiftance in their power; and, 
in fpite of the wind, the rain, and the 
{now, for all the elements feemed to 
confpire againit that unlucky machine, 
the whole was at laft repaired, and the 
departure fixed for this day, the rgth, 
at ten o'clock in the morning. ‘Lhe 
crowd, as | faid before, was prodigious ; 
though the fun only fhewed his face 
now and then, the weather was fine, 
there being very little wind, no tog at 
all, and the cold being tolerable; but 
as the balloon had been wet, and the 
fucceeding night it had frozen very 
hard, it was neceflary to thaw the 
furface by degrees, which took up fo 
much time, that the machine could not 
be inflated before noon. ‘The opera- 
tion now began: it is impoflible to 
defcribe, at this time, the anxiety of 
the people; their minds feemed to fluc- 
tuate between hope and fear; the ma- 
chine ftarted with a great deal of ma- 
jefty, affuming the bett form that could 
be wifhed; it was foon filled up, and 
nething wanting for its going off but 
the fignal of the captain, M, Durofier. 
Here a moft extraordinary fcene enfued. 
M. Durofier, confidering the indifferent 
ecndition of the machine, that had 
greatly fuffered from various trials, 
aflured that the experiment muft cer- 
tainly fail, if more than three perfons 
embarked. But thofe who had placed 
themfelves in the gallery would not 
Iifien tohim; and being all armed with 
piflols, declared, that founer than de- 
fcend they would blow their own 
brains out.—Upon which Mefirs. Du- 
rofier and Montgolfier applied to M. 
de Fieffelie, the Intendant, requefting 
him to interpofe his authority, and to 
make them draw lots. He accordingly 
came near the gallery, and endeavoured 
to perfuade them intothe meafure that 
haa been Sypggefted him’ but every 
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one of the travellers pretended to have 
a certain right to remain where he was, 
and would by no means truft to chance 
the glory of travelling in fuch a fplendid 
acrial equipage. Finding that their 
obftinacy was unconquerable, M. Pi- 
latre gave the fignal with fome regret. 
The ropes, however, being cut off, the 
machine gained a high elevation, and 
followed for fome time an horizontal 
direCtion, crofling our heads in the in- 
clofure. ‘The people appeared ex- 
tremely uneafy, efpecially the women, 
who were all in tears. ‘The aérial tra- 
vellers, however, fhowed themfelves 
full of confidence, moving their hats 
out of the gallery, and dad for 
ever. ‘The wind happening to thift, 
the machine immediately rofe towards 
Dauphine with the greateft rapidity, 
which filled every fpectator witha kind 
of extatic joy, enhanced by the found 
of martial inftruments, and the dif- 
charge of anumber of mortars; but 
our happinefs did not laft long.—The 
machine having reached the height of 
four hundred toifes, fo that it appeared 
to us as a balloon of about ten or 
twelve feet in circumference, it began to 
fink, and when it came to but one 
hundred toifes, it defcended with fuch 
a celerity, that in an inftant we faw 
iton the ground. No lefé than fixty 
thoufand people, befides the Mare- 
chauilee, ran to the fpot with the 
greateft apprehenficn for the lives of 
thofe unfortunate aérial travellers. 
‘They were immediately helped out of 
the gallery, and luckily none of them 
had received any hurt, except M. Mont- 
golfier an infignificant feratch. ‘The 
caufe of their il-fuccefs was owing to 
a little rent accidentally happening in 


the interior part of the machine, and ' 


which foon enlarging itfelf, made room 
for a conficerable portion of atma- 
fpherical air, a circumftance that ren- 
_dered the fall of the machine inevitable. 
The travellers were, M. Montgolfier, 
fen. M. Pilatre, Prince of Ligne, M. 
d’Anglefort, Knight of St. Louis, and 
known for his military exploits, M. 
d’Ampierre, companion of M. Pilatre, 
and oiliccr‘in the guards, and M. le 
Comte de Laurenin. ‘There was, be- 
ficgs, a young man called Fon:aine, 
nephew 
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nephew to a Madame Fontaine, who 
had fuperintended all the drefling of 
the machine. It is worth obferving, 
that this young man had been promifed 
a place in the gallery, and then had 
been excluded. As he was determined 
not to be difappointed, he watched the 
moment the machine croffed the in- 
clofure, and jumped into the gallery. 
When the other travellers had attained 
a certain height, they were furprifed 
to find the young man among them, 
and were beginning to exprefs their 
indignation, when he told them, with 
the greateit compofure, that on earth 
he would certainly refpect their orders, 
but the place he was then in authorifed 
him to think himfelf equal to them. 
As foon as our travellers were out of 
the gallery, they got into a coach, that 
came on purpofe to receive them, and 
were conducted home, amidit the in- 
ceffant acclamations of the people. M. 
Pilatre only did not get into the ceach, 
but rode home on horfeback, and fuch 


was the popular enthufiafm, that every 
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one difputed the honour of holding the 
bridle of his horfe. In the evening they 
went to the play, and were all feated in 
the box of M. de Fleffelle, the In- 
tendant. It is impoffibletodefcribe the 
marks of thundering and univerfal ap- 
plaufe with which they were received 
by the audience. One of the principal 
performers came on with feven crowns, 
and offered them to M. de Fileffelle, 
who immediately put one of them on 
the head of M. Pilatre, who was juit 
on his fide, but M. Pilatre initantly 
pulled it off, and crowned the brow of 
M. Montgolfier, which rendered the 
public acclamations more vociferous 
than ever. The Opera of Iphigenia 
being prefented that night, the actrefs 
who played the principal part, while 
fhe was reciting the following line — 
‘Tlike to fee thofe flattering homages 
that are fo eagerly paid you,’ took an 
opportunity of directing her eyes, and 
her action, to the box where the 
aerial adventurers were. This happy 
application was not unnoticed.” 
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O bleft Biography! thy charms of yore 

Hiftorie Truth to ftrong Affection bore, 

And foft’ring Virtue gave thee, as thy dower, 
Of both thy parents the attractive power; 

To win the heart, the wavering thought to fix, 
And fond delight with wife inftruction mix. 


Hayter. Effay on Hijfory. 


T is = game in every future number of this Mifcellany to continue the plan 
adopted at fetting out, of prefenting our readers with fome ufeful or enter- 
taiming piece of Biography. On the prefent occafion, the life of the celebrated 


critic, Meurfius, claims their attention. 


‘To add our praifes to thofe of his 


numerous eulogifts is unneceffary. We fhall only add, that, as far as we 
know, his life has never appeared in an Englifh drefs, and that the lift of his 
works, which we have added, cannot but be very ferviceable to all collectors 
of the writings of this voluminous author. 


THE LIFE OF JOHN MEURSIUS. 


OHN MEURSIUS, whofe life will 
occupy the following pages, was 
defcended from an ancient and patri- 
cian family. His father, James, lived 
at Lofdunum, a village not far diftant 


‘from the Hague, where his fon John 
‘was born in the year 1579. This piace 
is well known in wie annals of rlol- 


land, from the miraculous childbirth 
of WNiargaret, the wife of Count Hen- 
neberg. 

Meurfius received the firft elements 
of his education from his father, who 
was an ecclefiaftic, and taught him the 
rudiments of the Latin language. At 
the age of feven, he placed him at a 


{chool 
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fchool at the Hague, under the care 
of Bernard Beimas and Folquer Wefter- 
wolt, with whom he continued four 
years. He was then removed to Ley- 
den, where he profecuted his ftudies 
with fo much induftry under the di- 
reGtion of Nicholas Stoch, that when 
he was twelve, he wrote fome Latin 
orations; and he compofed a copy of 
Greek verfes, which do honour to their 
youthful author, by the time he was 
thirteen. 

The Greek language was his fa- 
vourite purfuit. As yet, however, his 
exercifes had been confined within the 
narrow limits of a fchool, and the 
houfe of his father. At the age of 
fixteen he determined to become a can- 
didate for more extenfive reputation, 
and publifhed an edition of Lycophro, 
the moft difficult of the Grecizn wri- 
ters, with notes, and a commentary. 
This arduous work was followed by 
Spicelegium Theocriteum, or notes on 
Lheocritus, which were much admired, 
although the Idyilia of this delightful 
poet had exercifed the talents and Jearn- 
ing of H. Stephens, the two Cafau- 
bons, and Jofeph Scaliger, previous to 
this publication. 

He then bent his mind toevery fpe- 
cies of ancient literature. He now en- 
tered into a more minute inveftigation 
of the Grecian hiftory, and examined 
the remains of antiquity with equal 
diligence and perfeverance. He did 
not, however, negleét the Latin au- 
thors, but traced their learning from 
its firft appearance among the Romans. 
A fpecimen of his labours foon inform- 
ed the public of the affiduity with 
which he had profecuted his labours, 
and the fuccefs with which they had 
been attended. ‘The work to which 
we allude, was, Exercitationes critica et 
animadverfiancs mifcellanee. But his 
treatife De fxnere et lixu Romanorum, 
«* On the iunerals and luxury of the 
Romans,” which he next gave to the 
learned world, affords a much more 
{plendid inftance of his eminent abi- 
lities. 

Meurfius next applied himfelf to 
soetry, in which his fuccefs would 

robubly have been greater, if he had 
improved his natural abilities by thought 





and application. Yet ftfil he feems to 
have followed this ftudy with infi- 
nite fatisfaction. He then entered the 
extenfive plains of philofophy, and 
eteeretta his book De Gloria, in which 

e painted her, not as the fchools re- 
prefent her, but as fhe appears, liberal 
and noble, when fhe roufes the mind 
to purfue the dictates of virtue, and 
points the road to great and generous 
actions. 

During his philological purfuits, he 
devoted fome of his hours of remiffion 
to theology. He thought and wrote 
with a truly Chriftian fpirit, as he 
fufficiently evinced by his work on the 
Pfalms, which he intituled Meditationes 
Chrifliane in quedam commata Pfalma- 
rum. His love of Grecian literature, 
however, was predominant, and he 
pubhithed his Ghfarium Greco-Barba- 
rum, a moft elaborate performance, 
which renders the dark fearning of the 
Kaftern empire clearer and more per- 
fpicuous to thofe elaborate fcholars, 
who, from choice or neceffity, venture 
to enter on the authors of thofe gloomy 
and barbarous ages. 

So high was the reputation of Meur- 
fius at this period, that John Barne- 
veld, whom he ityles the Neftor of the 
republic, entrufted him with the edu- 
cation of his children. He remained 
with them, in the capacity of private 
tutor, for the fpace of ten years, and 
accompanied them in their travels to 
the courts of moft of the potentates of 
Europe. At the fame time he vifited 
moft of the royal and public libraries, 
and inthe year 1608 took the degree of 
Doétorin Law, at Lintz, in Auftria. ‘To 
this ftep, and to the ftudies which were 
requifite to acquire thefe academical 
honours, he was inftigated by the 
friendly perfuafions of Theodore Can- 
ter, a name well known in the literary 
world. Soon after this title was 
beftowed on him, he returned home, 
and gave to the world feveral of thofe 

roductions which have immortalized 
bie fame, and fo firmly eftablifhed his 
literary chara¢ter. 

In 1610, he was invited to the pro- 
fefforfhip at Leyden, and not long af- 
ter to that of the Greek language. 
In the following year, 1611, the ma- 


giftrates. 
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ftrates of the United Provinces proved 
aa high their opinion was of his abi- 
lities, by fixing on him to write the 
hiftory of his country. This engage- 
ment created Meurfius many enemies, 
who were envious of the high office 
afligned him, and endeavoured by eve- 
ry poflible method to wreft it from him, 
and to fecure the emoluments for 
themfelves. In fome of his letters to 
Elmenhorft, Rutgerfius, and others, he 
complains very frequently in bitter 
terms of the machinations and illiberal 
treatment of his rivals. 

Meurfius married in the year 1612. 
His wife, Anna Catherina Bilberbeccia, 
was defcended from a very ancient and 
noble family in Angermond, a city of 
Pomerania. She poffeffed many amia- 
ble qualities, and rendered his domettic 
life remarkably happy, while he dif- 
charged the duties of his profefforfhip 
with an affiduity equal to his abilities. 
At the fame time the republic of let- 
ters did not lofe the advantages to be 
derived from his labours; for, during 
the fourteen years of his refidence at 
Leyden, the works which he publifhed 
were more numerous than thofe which 
had been prefented to the world by 
the whole body of profeflors from the 
original foundation of the univerfity, 
in 1575- 

Meurfius’s writings had now diffemt- 
nated his reputation in every part of 
Europe, nor had the fame of his dili- 

nce and talents as a profeflor fpread 
with lefs rapidity. In fo high a rank, 
indeed, did he ftand among his literary 
contemporaries, that Chriftian IV. King 
of Denmark, conferred on him the 
place of hiftoriographer royal, and in- 


‘ vited him to undertake the profeffor- 


fhip of hiftory and politics, in the Aca- 
demy of Sora, which was founded by 
King Frederic I1.* although the re- 
vival of its honours and dignities may 
be dated from this period, when it 
feemed to be again founded under the 
aufpices of Chriftian IV. 

Meurfius and his family left Leyden 
in the year 1625. On his arrival at 
Sora, he was received with the moft 
friendly tokens of regard by his Ma- 
jefly and the Danifh nobility, and more 


particularly by ChancellorRofenkrantzs 
on whom he has heitowed very ample 
praifes in one of lis letters. He found 
every reafon, indeed, to rejoice at his 
change of iituation, as he had been 
continually expafed to the malice of 
Barneveld’s enemies, in his former fta- 
tion, and did not fecl himfelf quite at 
his eafe in fome points of religion and 
politics, 

He refided in Denmark, equally be- 
loved and admired, for above twelve 
years. His pupils were not very nu- 
microus, but his exertions never re- 
laxed. 'Thofe hours, likewife, which 
were not devoted to the duties of his 
profeflerfhip he employed in revifing 
the works of the ancients, and in phi- 
lological difquifitions. 

His health was not much impaired 
by the intenfenefs of application, but 
in the year 1638, he had a violent at- 
tack of the ftone, from which diforder 
he had fuffered feverely before. Ina 
letter to Voffius, he thus defcribes his 
melancholy condition: ‘** The fate of 
my health, during the whole of the 
lait winter, has been truely deplorable. 
My fufferings from the ftone have been 
really dreadful. I have voided fo ma- 
ny, that the repeated difcharges brou ghe 
on a wound which emitted blood for 
above fourmonths. I was next attack- 
ed by a tertian fever, which increafed 
conftanily, and produced an univertal 
laflitude of body, a dejection of {pirits, 
and a total lofs of appetite. But, 
thank heaven! [I have now in fome 
meafure recovered my ftrength, and 
gotten the better of thefe complaints.” 

This recoverv, however, was not of 
long continuance, for in the following 
year, thefe diforders returned with re- 
doubled violence, and brought on a 
confumption, which terminated his ex- 
iftence, on the zoth day of September, 
1639. Thedeath of Meurfius was uni- 
verfally lamented, and in particular by 
the Kine of Denmark, who frequently 
during his illnefs publicly profeffed 
his regard for him, aad expreffed his 
hopes, that fo valuable a life might be 
lengthened, 7 

But this monarch did not profefs his 
regard in words merely, but ordered 


that 


* Frederic the Second scigned in Denmark from 1559 to 1588. 
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that he fhould be interred with the 
funeral honours which, in that coun- 
try, are ufually confined to the nobility. 
He was buried on the eighth of Oc- 
tober, and his widow and furviving 
fon erected a monument to his memory, 
foon after, at Sora, with this infcription, 
Aspice Hic JoAnNEeM Mevursium, 
NEC MAJORA QU HARE ELOGIA, 
TESTANTUR VIRI SCRIPTA, 
Quvop Majus Hoc NOMINE NIHIL 
HaABUERIT SORA. 

Meurfius left behind him befides this 
fon, who was named after him, one 
daughter. 

Such are the particulars which have 
been recorded of the life of this great 
fcholar. Previous to entering upon 
his writings, fome account of his cha- 
racter will probably be acceptable. 

So mild were the difpofitions of 
Meurfius, that in all his writings he 
conftantly avoided Literary dijputes. He 
was fometimes unavoidably drawn 
into them, but conftantly endeavoured 
to promote a reconciliation, rather than 
widen any breach, by his replies to the 
attacks of his adverfaries. 

In his friendihips he was firm and 
affectionate. In feveral of his letters, 
he complains of Daniel Heinfius, the 
great literary luminary of Holland in 
that age, for his want of fteadinefs, and 
accufes him of not ating up to his 
profeflions. Heinfius endeavoured at 
firft to clear himfelf of this imputation, 
but when Meurfius was chofed Hiforiax 
of the United Provinces, he was openly 
attacked by this /x/pedted friend, who 
then no longer attempted to conceal his 
fentiments. 

The youngerScaliger alfo continually 
cavils at Meurfius, for which he ts very 
properly cenfured by G. J. Voctiius, 
who has always been celebrated for the 
fincerity of his attachments. But this 
condu¢t in Scaliger was not furprifing, 
as he abufed almoft every literary cha- 
raéter among his contemporaries, in 
order, if poffible, to obtcin the ra 
xpwrere, thefirit place forhimfelf. But, 

*¢ We hate the man, who builds his name 

*¢ On ruins of another’s fame!’’ 

But, of. all the learned men whom 
Scaliger abufed, few were attacked 
with more virulence, or lefs juftice and 
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reafon, than Meurfius, whom he accufes 
of pedantry and arrogance, of pride and 


ignorance. Such are the charges of 
petulance, felf-conceit, and fuper- 
cilioufnefs. ‘The futility of them may 


be fufficiently proved, by the eulogies 
fo liberally beftowed on him by fo 
numerous a body of the learned of 
different nations. Thefe have been 
collected with great care and diligence, 
by Sir ‘Thomas Pope Blount, 1n_ his 
Cenfura Celebr, Authorum, and by Haw- 
kins, in the firft book of his work, d 
Rer. Rom. Scriptorib. 

During his refidence in Denmark, 
one of the minifters at Sora endeavoured 
to draw him into a theological difpute, 
although he had publicly avowed his 
religious tenets, in his notes and me- 
ditations on fome verfes of the Pfaims. 
‘The attempt, however, proved fruit- 
lefs, for the King himfelf, and the 
nobility, and even the ecclefiaftics 
openly condemned the defign. On this 
account, in one of his letters to Voflius, 
he fpeaks in high terms of the mild- 
nefs and moderation of the Danith 
clergy. 

‘Thefe were not his only adverfaries, 
for he was attacked by feveral others, 
whofe high opinion of their own abi- 
lities induced them to cavil at the 
learned labours of their fuperiours in 
knowledge and abilities. Many of 
thefe fechle opponents were anfwered 
by the friends of Meurfius, among 
whom were numbered Rutgerfius, Vof- 
fius, Gruter, and almoft ali his learned 
contemporaries, in every part of Eu- 
rope. For his friendthip was generally 
coveted, both on account of his amia- 
ble difpofitions, and his folid and di- 
verfified erudition. 

Of his domettic life, whatever is 
known has been gathered from his let- 
ters. ‘The fame eafy tranquillity feems 
to have attended him in every fituation. 
In his family he was particularly for- 
tunate. In his fon, to whom he gave 
his own name, he feemed to behold 
his own vouth renewed. ‘The fame 
application, the fame eagernefs in the 

urfuit of knowledge marked the con- 
duct of this promifing young man, who 
did not long furvive his father, but 
died foon after he had recommended 
himéelf 
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himfelf to the notice of the learned 
world by his publications. ‘They were 
only three in number, but difplayed 
fo much folid learning, that they have 
been affigned to the father, John Meur- 
fius, by Labbe, Beughem, and others. 

This miftake was occafioned as much 

by the fimilitude of their names, as by 

the nature of their works, and their 
manner of treating philolegical fub- 
jects. 

Nothing now remains but to give as 
complete a lift of his works as can be 
collected. ‘They may be divided into 
four claffes, of which each might form 
a feparate volume, if they were ever 
to be republifhed. Meurfius himfelf, 
indeed, in one of his letters to Voilius, 
propofes fuch a divifion. From that 
epiftle and from another, which the 
younger Meurfius fent to G. I, Voflius, 
who ttrongly advifed him to repubiifh 
the whole of his father’s writings, 
from the colleétions of his pofthumous 
works, which have appeared, from 
Struvius, Grofchupfius, Moller, and 
fome others, this catalogue will be 
formed as accurately as poflible. Some 
afliftance will alfo be derived from the 
indexes publifhed in their refpective 
works, by Hankius, Deffelius, Wette- 
nius, and Bartholinus. 

The plan which Meurfius recom- 
mends for publifhing his works, is to 
infert in the firft volume all that he 
has written relative to Athens: in the 
fecond, his hiftorical pieces: in the 
third, his mifcellaneous differtations ; 
and in the fourth, the various authors 
which he publifhed, with his notes 
and corrections. ‘The catalogue, how- 
ever, which will now be prefented to 
the reader, is drawn up on another 
plan, though its form might eafly be 
changed, fo as to render it fubfervient 
to any purpofes which an editor of 
Meurfius’s works could require. 

GREEK WRITERS 
Firtt publifhed by John Meurfius. 

I, Consranrinus Porphyrog. de admini- 
Jltands Imperic, on governing the Empire. 
Grece & Lutine. Leyden, 1610. $vo. 

If. Leo /mp. de re militari, on military Af- 
fairs. Gr. et Lat. Leyden. 1632. 400. 

Il. Hesycenrus Mil. de orig. Conftantincp. 
et de viris doctrina claris, on the firtt Founda- 
tions of Conttantinople, and on learned Men. 

’ Gri et Lat. Leyden. 1613. 8vo. 
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IV. Aritstoxenus, Nicomacnus, ef 
Atyrius de Mufica, on Mufic, with a 
Treatife on the Greek Mutical Writers. Gr. 
1616. 4to. 

V. Purrostratri Epifole, Grace. The 
Epilttes of Philoitratus, with a Diifertation de 
Pbilcfiratis. Leyden. 1616. 4to. 

VI. Patianit Hiforia Laujiaca. Grece. 
1616. 4to. 

VII. Consrantint Manaffis Annales. Gr. 
et Lat. Leyden. 1616. 4to. Paris. 1655. 
Folio. 

VIII. Eusenivs et alii in Cant. Cantic. Gr. 
Eulcbius Polychronius, and Pfelluson the Song 
of Songs. Leyden. 1616. 4to. 

IX. Turoruyracti Epifole. Grace. 1617. 

X. Constantini Porphyrog. Opera. Gr. et 
Lat. 1617. 

Xl. Turoport Metochite Hiforia Romana. 
Gr. et Lat. Leyden. 1618. 4to. 

XII. Varrtornum divinorum liber, a Col- 
lection of theological Works, by Anattalius, 
Andrew of Jerufalem, Methodius, Timotheus, 
and Hilarion. Gr. Leyden. 161g 40. 

XII. Procorius Gaxeus in libros regum, 
Gc. Procopius on the Books of Kings. Gr. 
et Lat. Leyden. 1620. 4to. 


GREEK WRITERS 
Of which John Meurfius publifhed new editions. 


XIV. LycorHro. Icyden. 1597 ef 1599. 
8vo. Potter inferted the notes of Meurfius in 
his edition of the Caifandra of Lycophroy 
publithed at Oxford, 1697, in folio. 

XV. Georcius Copinus, de orig. Conf. 
on the firit Foundations of Conftantinople. 
Gr. et Lat. Aur. Allgb.' 1607. $vo. Seve- 
ral editions of this book have been publifhed. 
To one of which are added He/pchius Milefius. 

XVI. Bessarionis Epiftola et Antigoni Ca- 
ryftii Mirad. Hift. Leyden. 1619. 4to. 

XVII. PuHtecon Fartrianus, de rebus 
mirabilibus, on Miracles. Leyden. 1619. 4to. 

XVIII. Aporronius Dysco.us de Hifon 
ria, on Hiftory, with a Tyeatife on the Au- 
thors of the Name of Apollonius. Leyden. 
1620. 4to. 

XIX. Cuarcipius in Timeum Platonis. 
1617. 4to. 

XX. Eleuchus feriptorum Porpuyrit, Pla- 
tonici Philofophi, omnium. 1620. 4to. 

XXI. Heropis Infcriptio Greca, totidem 
verfibus exprefja. to. 

XXUM. Nota in Cattimacuum. Thefe 
are inferted in the edition of Gravius, pub- 
lifhed 1697. 8vo. 


LATIN AUTHORS 
Publithed with notes by John Meurfius. 


XXIII. Macrornius. Leyden. 1597. 8vo. 
XXIV. Caro de re rujflica. Leyden. 1698. 
8vo. 
XXV. Aruters Apologia. 1607. Bvo. 
XXVI. PH avrus. 1610 et 1617. Svo. 
XXVIII. AciNotuus de vita S. Canuti, et 
Axnonymus de paffione S. Caroli, Copen- 
hagen. 1631. «to. 
ORIGINAL WORKS 
Publithed by Meuritus on fubjects of Theology, 
be¢ Philofophy, 
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XXV Ih, Spicelegium Theocriticum. 
1597+ Svo- 

XXX. Criiicus Arncbianus, cum Hypocritico 
Minutiano. 1598 ef 1599. L2mo. 

XXX. Excercitationes criice, Part Ul. Ley- 
den. 1599. 

XXXII. De Ghria et Aufarium Philelogicum. 
1601. 

XXXL. Pane yricus dius Faccbo I. Ley- 
den. 1603. 

XXXII. De Funeribus Grec. et Rom. cum 
fyntagmate de Puerperio. Hague. 1604". 
XXXIV. Meditaticnes Chrifiiane, Medita- 
tions on Pfalm 116, and on Part of Pfalm 

119. Heidel. 1604. 12mo. 

XXXV. Roma luxurians, on the Luxuries of 
the Romans, with Notes on Attrampflychus 
on Dreams. Leyden. 1605. Copenhagen. 
1631+. 

XXXVI. Gheffarium Graco Baréarum, anad- 
mirable work. Leyden. 1610}. 

XXXVI. De Induciis belli Belvici. Leyden. 
1612, and 1614. 4to. and Am.cerdam. 1638. 
folio. 

XXXVI. Ferdinandus Albanus, de rebus ab 
eo per fexennium in Belzio gefiis. eyden. 
1614. Amit. 1638. folio. 

XXXIX. Liber de Populis Attice, on the 
People of Attica. Leyden. 1616. 4t0. Re- 
publifhed by Gronovius, in his fourth volume. 

XL. LeéPiones Attica, Lib. vie Leyden. 1617. 
4to. A molt learned and valuable work. Re- 

ublifhed in the fifth volume of Gronovius. 

XLI. Orchefira. A Treatife on the Dances of 
the Ancients. Leycen. 1618. 4to. Alfo in 
the eighth volume ot Gronovius. 

XLUL Grecia Feriata, or a Litt of the Feftivals 
ef the Greeks. ‘This is a very learned and 
very ufetul work. In iixbocks. The name 
of the feaits are arranged alphabetically. Ley- 
den. 1619.-4to. Nepublithed in the feventh 
volume ot Gronovius. 

XLIIL, Fleufnia. An Account of the Eleu- 
finian Myiteries, and Feitival in Honour of 
Ceres. 1619. 4to. and in Gronovius, Vol. vii. 

XLIV. Panathenas. On the Feait of Mi- 
nerva. 161g. 4to. and in Gronovius, Vol. vii. 

XLV. LE fchylus, Se opbecles, Euripides. An 
Account of their Tiagedies, in three books. 
1619. 4to.and in Gronovius, Vol. x 

XLVI. Gulielmus Amiacus. Libris X. Ley- 
den. 1620. 40. and Ammiter. 1639. foi. 

XLVI. Archanies Athenienfis. An Account 
of the Athenian Mazgitirates. Leyden. 1712. 
Ato. and in Gronovius, Vol. iv. 

XLVI. Fortuna Attica. On the Origin, 
Rife, and Decline of Athens. 1622. 4to. and 
in Gronov. Vol. v. 

XLIX. Cecropia. On the Citadel of Athens 
and its Antiquities. 1622. 4to. and in Gro- 
novius, Vol. iv. 

L. Grecia ludibanda. 
cian Games, 


Philology, and Anti- 


Leyden. 


A Treatife on the Gre- 
Leyuen. 1622. 8vo. and in 


* This treatife was republifhed by Gronovius in his 
+ Repubiithed by Grevius, in his * 
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Gronovius, Vol. vii. with a fupplement by 
Salmafius. 

LI. Pififratus. Ofhis Life, Reign, and Sons. 
1623. 4to. and in Gronovius, Vol. v. 

LI]. Areopagus. Of the Senate at Athens. 
1624. 4to. and in Gronovius, Vol. v. 

LUI. <Athene Attice. Of the Antiquities of 
Athens, in three books. 1624. 4to. and in 
Gronovius, Vol iv. 

LIV. Athena Ratave. Lib. ii. The firft book 
contains an account of the antiquities of Ley- 
den. The fecond exhibits the lives of the 
celebrated men educated and born in that city. 
1625. 4to. The fecond part was publifhed 
alone in 1613 and 1614. 

LV. Hiforia Danica. ‘The Hiftory of the 
Danith Kings was publifhed at three different 
periods, at Copenhagen and at Amflerdam in 
1630 and 1638. 

LVI. Dexarius Pythagoricus. 
treatile. 
Vol. ix. 

LVII. Scelox. An Account of the Life, Laws, 
and Writings of that Law-giver. Copenhagen. 
1632. 4to. and in Gronovius, Vol. v. 


A very curious 
Leyden. 1631. 4to. and in Gronov. 


LVIil. Regsum Atticum. Of the Kings of 
Athens. Amit. 1733. 4to. and in Gronov. 
Vol. iv. 


The following works of this volu- 
minous writer were publifhed after his 
death, by Puffendorf, Gronovius, or 
Grevius: 

POSTHUMOUS WORKS of MEURSIUS. 
LIX. Theophraflus. On the W..xs of Theo- 


phraftus which are loft, with critical Remarks 
on thofe which remain. Leyden. 1640. 12ma. 
and in Gronov. Vol.x. Thef. Anti. 

LX. Laconica Mifcellanea, or an Account of 
the Antiquities of Lacedemon, in four books. 
Publithed by Puffendorf. Amftel. 16618 and 
by Gronovius, Vol. y. 

LXI. Atheniexfium Ceramicus Geminus. 
lithed by Grevius. Ultra}. 
Gronovius, Vol. iv. 

LXIl. Creta, Cyprus, Rhodus. On the An- 
tiquities and Hittory of thefe Iilands. Publithed 
by Grevius. 1675. Amit. 4to. 

LXILL. = Thefeus, On the Lite and Aétions of 
Thefeus, with a Lift of the Villages in At- 


Pub- 
1663. 4to. and by 


tica. Publifned by Grevius. Uitraj. 1684. 
4to. and by Gronovius, Vol. x. 
LXIV. Thefus Attica. On the Athenian 


Laws. Publithed by Grevius. Ultraj. 
4to. and by Gronovius, Vol. v. 
LXV. De regna Laccnico, De Pirwo, et Ani- 
madverfiones in Hellatii Chr: fiamathium, 
Thefe three treati/es were publiined by Gre- 
viuss Ultraj. 1687. and are likewite preferved 
by Gronovius, in his Vhetaur. Autiq. Vol. ve 
and Vol. x. 
LXVI. Bibliotheca Attica. Aid. ix. 
LXV. Biblicthece Grace. Lib. iii. Thefe 
two valuable works are ouly to be found in 
Gronoviusy 
‘Tom. Xi. aud Ville 
Vili. 


1685. 


Thefaur. Antiq. Grae. 
The). Aniiq. Rom. Tom. 


} This Gloffary was alfo publithed in 1652, and it is added to one of the esitions of Scapula’s 
Lexicon. 
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Gronovius, who publifhed them in the tenth 
volume of his T4e/aurus, from the author’s 
manufcript. It is to be lamented that thefe 
two works were never edited feparately, as 
they contain much literary information, and 
may be confidered as laiting proofs of the ex- 
tenfive reading and erudition of Meurfius. 
The Dibliothece Grace of Fabricius, per- 
haps, in a great meafure fuperceded the ne- 
cubby of fuch 2 publication, as that accurate 
and elaborate biographer has incorporated the 
greater part of thefe works into his own per- 
formance. 

LXVIII. Dionyfius. A Treatife on the Authors 
of the Name oi Dionyfius. 

LXIX. De Heraclide. Of the Works and 
Lives of the Authors named Heraclides. Thele 
two works are alfo extant only in the collection 
of Gronevius, Vol. x. 


Thus ends the lift of the writings 
of this wonderful fcholar, which have 
been publifhed. There till remain, 
however, feveral of his works, which 
have not yet been printed, as may be 
collefted from his letters, and his ac- 
count of himfelf, in his Athene Bata- 
«@. Some of thefe, in all probability, 
might yet be found, in the libraries on 
the continent*. Whythen are they 
not produced? Among them are the 


following : 
LXX. Theedori Metcchite Hiftoria. Lib. iv. 


Greek and Latin, with notes. This author 
was never publifhed. 

LXXI. Athenaei Mechanica. 

LXXII. Apellolidori Poliorcetica. 

LXXIII. ‘Sfulius Africanus Feftus. 

LXXIV. Meletius de Natura Hominis. 


Meurfius propofed to have illuftrated 
thefe Greek authors, who were never 
publifhed, with notes: 


LXXV. Harpocrationis Lexicon, Grace. With 
notes. 

LXXVI. Menander Rhbetor, de divifzene cau- 
farum in genere demonftrativo. Gr. et Lat. 
cum notis. 

LAXVII. Familie Attica. 

LXXVilI. Dicryfa. An Account of the Featt 


of Bacchus at Athens. 


To thefe might be added fome 
others, which are mentioned in his 
letters to Voitlius: from which it ap- 


pears alfo that he propofed to. have 
made confiderable additions to feveral 
of the works which he had publithed. 
Befides thefe, there is a large volume 
of his letters extant in the library at 
Leipfic, to which it was prefented by 
the famous Puffendorf, in the year 
1689. From this colle&ion feveral ef 
Meurfius's epiftles have been publifhed. 
‘The whole, probably, are incorporated 
into the colleGion of all his works, 
which was publithed. early in this cen- 
tury. ‘This work, which is exceffively 
rare in this country, we have never 
feen, but have received information of 
its exiftence from undoubted authori- 
ty. Should we ever meet with it, 
fome account of it fhell be inferted in 
our mifcellany, in order to render this 
hiftory of the learned Meurfius more 
complete. 

But, before we conclude, one mif- 
take, with refpect to this great fcho- 
lar, which prevails very generally, mutt 
be corrected. A fcandalous and inde- 
cent work, which is intitled Meurfi 
clegantie Latin’ jerminis, and has Aisi- 
fie Sigee Satyre Sotadica annexed to it, 
is very falfely attributed to Meurfius : 
nor indeed are the Satyrs with more 
reafon afligned to Aloifia Sigea, who 
was a Spanifh lady, eminent for her 
piety and virtue. ‘The real author of 
thefe infamous produ¢tions was Weffre- 
-nius, an advocate at Copenhagen, who 
probably affumed the name of Meurfius, 
in order to fhield Aim/elf from the dif- 
grace which would naturally have at- 
tended the writer of fuch a perform- 
ance. ‘To infure the fale of his book, 
however, might have been the princi- 
pal view of Weitrenius. At any rate 
fuch a conclufion may be fairly deduced 
from the di/yxifed tithe, and from his 
defire that the world fhould affix it toa 
character fo diftinguifhed and refpeAable 
in almoft every various branch of litera- 
ture. T. 1, 





REFLE 


HE man who bids faireft for fuc- 
cefs, as candidate for any office 
where the public is principally con- 
cerned, is not he who has motft friends, 


CTION. 
but he who has feweft enemies—not he 
whofe talents raife an idea of fuperiori- 
ty, but he whofe mediocrity begets 
refpect. 

Ke 2 


POETRY, 


* They may poffibly have been publifhed though we have never feen them, 
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HYMN to HUMANITY. 


By tue trate Dr. LANGHORNE, 


ARENT of virtue, if thine ear 
Attend not now to forrow’s cry; 
If now the pity-ftreaming tear 


Should haply‘on thy cheek be dry ; 


Indulge my votive ftrain, O {weet Humanity! 


Come, ever welcome to my breatt! 
A tender, but a cheartul gueit. 
Nor always in the gloomy cell 
Of life-coniuming ferrow dwell; 
For forrow, long indulg’d and flow, 
Is to Humanity a foe; 
And grief, that makes the heart a prey, 
Wears fenfibility away. 


Then comes, fweet nymph! inftead of thee, 


The gloomy fiend, Stupidity. 


O may that fiend be banifh’d far, 
Though paffions hold eternal war! 
Nor ever let me ceafe to know 
The pulfe that throbs at joy or woe: 
Nor let my vacant cheek be dry, 
When forrow fills a brother’s eye; 
Nor may that tear that frequent flows 
From private or from focial woes, 
E’er make this pleating fenfe depart.— 
Ye cares, O harden not my heart! 


If the fair ftar of Fortune fmile, 
- Let not its flattering power beguile. 
Nor, borne along the tav’ring tide, 
My full fails tweil with bloating pride, 
Let me from wealth but hope content, 
Remembering ftill it was but lent; 
To modeit merit {pread my ftore, 
Unbar my hofpitable door; 
Nor feed, tor pomp, an idle train, 
While want unpitied pines in vain. 
If Eleaven, in every purpofe wile, 
‘The envied lot of wealth denies; 
It doom'd to drag lite’s painful load 
Thro’ Poverty’s uneven read, 
And, for the due bread of the day, 
Dettin’d to toil as well as pray; 
‘To thee, Humanity, ftill true, 
1°11 with the good 1 cannot do; 
And give the wretch that pales by 
A foothing word—a tear—a figh. 
Howe’er exalted, or deprett, 
Be cver mine the feeling breaft, 
From me remove the ftagnant mind 
Of languid indolence, reclin’d; 
+ The toul thatone long fabbath keeps, 
And through the fun’s whole circle tleeps ; 
Dall Peace, that dwells in Folly’s eye, 
Aad fe f-attending Vanity. 
Alike, che foolith, and the vain, 
Are ilrangers to the fenfe humane. 
O for that fympathetic glow 
Which taught the holy tear to flow, 
When the prophetic eye furvey’d 
Sion in future afhes laid! 
Or, rais’d to heaven, implor’d the bread 
, That thoufands in the detest fed! + | 


Or, when the heart o’er friendthip’s grave 
Sigh’d, and forgot its power to fave- 

O for that fympathetic glow 

Which taught the holy tear to flow! 


It comes: it fills my labouring breatt; 
I feel my beating heart oppreft. 
Oh! hear that lonely widow’s wail ! 
See her dim eye! her afpect pale! 
To heaven fhe turns in deep defpair: 
Her infants wonder at her prayer, 
And, mingling tears they know not why, 
Lift up theirlittle hands, and cry. 
O God! their moving forrow fee! 
Support them, fweet Humanity! 


Life, fill’d with Grief’s diftrefSful train, 
For ever aiks the tear humane. 
Behold in yon unconfcious grove 
The victims of ill-fated love ! 
Heard you that agonizing throe? 
Sure this is not romantic woe ! 
The golden day of joy is o’er; 
And now they part—to meet no more. 
Affit them, hearts from anguith tree ! 
Affift them, fweet Humanity ! 


Parent of Virtue, if thine ear 
Attend not now to Sorrow’s cry; 

If now the pity-ftreaming tear 
Should haply on thy cheek be dry, 


Indulge my votive ftrain, O fweet Humanity! 





On a Cu1Lp who lived but a few minutes, 


LAS! he’sgone. His ftay was fhort, 
His race foon run, his fun foon fet. 
He fipp’d the bitter draught of life, 
Then turn’d his head, rejected it, 
And died. Soon as the world he enter’d, 
He turn’d his back with feorn, as if 
It were not worthy of his prefence. 
Ah! lovely babe! fweet innocence! 
What could difguft thy tender years? 
Why wouldit thou make no longer ftay ? 
Why only give a fmile, and then 
Depart? Didit figh for heav’nly blifs? 
Didit pant for fuch fociety 
As guiltlefs angels only know? 
Do | not ftill behold thy face? 
Thy beauteous face—in death ftill {miling, 
Bathed with our briny-tears! 
Yet, never weep—he is not loft, 
But happier far than if on earth! 
Suppote he liv’d a day—a month— 
A year—nay more, and then departed? 
Would not his pleating looks and {miles 
Have more endear’d him to us? 
Think on that—let that ailuage 
The rending pang.-—For then to part 
Would fure have been more difficuit! 
Diy up your tears, ye parents. Ceale 
To grieve, ye friends and relatives ; 
Make youriclves happy; and remember 
The Aimighty orders all things right. 
iMuidjtone. 


AMICUS, 
BRITA! 


N’S 
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BRITAIN’S ISLE. 
Written the day after the death of FrepERICK 
Paince or WALES. 

By the late DUKE of DORSET. 

HO but remembers yefterday, 
V V Remembers Britain happy, gay. 
Each bard, infpir’d with fprightlier lays, 


- Already fung Saturnian days : 


Already Science hand in hand 

With Art had Freedom’s temple plann’d: 
All wore an univerfal fmile, 

Such were the hopes of Britain’s Ifle. 


But now, fince Fate has wrapt in night 
The nation’s and mankind’s delight; 
Since Frederick now for ever fleeps, 

Art droops again, and Science weeps. 
Corruption, who had {pread her wing, 
To fly before the patriot king, _ 
Now doubtful tops her flight awhile.— 
Adieu the hopes of Britain’s Iile! 





S ON G. 
Wien lovely Celia firft I faw, 


Struck with a gentle pleafing awe, 
I felt my heart approve; 
"Through every vein a tumult ran, 
An unknown power his reign began; 
Too foon I found ’twas Love. 


Till then, deriding Beauty’s charms, 
I laugh’d at Cupid’s fond alarms, 
And call’d his influence vain; 
But now, reveng’d, he o’er my foul 
Defpotic rules without controul, 
And triumphs in my pain. 


Dear cruel boy! grant fome redrefs, 


Aad teach me language to exprefs 
The torments I endure; 

Time may his lenient hand apply, 

May wipe the tear, or {till the figh, 
But never can he cure! 


Haftings, Suffex, Sept. 25, 1783- Cc. 


Tue AIR-BALLOON. 
Y /and \et them travel, as many as lift, 
And by /ea thofe who like the hard fare; 
In anairy balloon, whilit I fic at my eafe, 
And pleafantly glide thro’ the air! 





Round thisglobe is the fartheft shey ever can reach, 
Let them travel night, morning, and noon ; 
Such excurfions as thefe are but mere dagatelles, 

When compar’d with a trip to the moon! 


In my chariot aerial, how pleafant to go, 
To fee all my friends in the ftars: 

Takea breakfait with Merc’ry, and dine if] pleafe 
With Jupiter, Saturn, or Mars! 

And thould I fatigued, or wearifome prove, 
Whilft from planet to planet I’m dodging; 

With Hexus I’m welcome to tarry all night, 
Where on earth can you find fuch a lodging? 

BE. T. P. 





VERSES for the Toms-stone of a 
PENITENT. 
FPOCHE wretched vitim of a quick decay, 
Reliev'd from life, on humble bed of clay, 
(The lait and only refuge for my woes) 
A loit, love-ruin’d female I repole. 


From the fad hour I liften’d to his charms, 
And fell, half fore’d, in the deceiver’s arms; ~ 
To that, whofe awful veil hides every fault 
Shelt’ring my fufferings in this welcome vault; 
When pamper’d, ftarv’d, abandon’d, orin drink, 
My thoughts were rack’d in ftriving not to thinks 
Nor could rejected Confcience claim the pow’r 
T’ impofe the refpite of one ferious hour ; 

I durft not look to what I was before, 
My foul fhrunk back, and with’d to be no more. 

Of eye undaunted, and of touch impure, 

Old ere of age, worn out when fcarce maturez 
Daily debas’d to ftifle my difguft 

Of fore’d enjoyment in affected luft; 
Cover’d with guilt, infection, debt, and wan 
My home a brothel, and the treet my haunt, 
Full feven long years of infamy I’ve pin’d, 

And fondled, loath*d, and prey’d upon mankind, 
Till, the full courfe of fin and vice gone through, 
My fhatter’d fabric fail’d at twenty-two; 

Then Death, with every horror in his train, 
Here clos’d the fcene of riot, guilt, and pain, 

Ye fair aflociates of my opening bloom! 

Oh! come and weep, and profit at my tomb— 
Let my thort youth—my blighted beauty, prove 
The fatal poifon of unlawful love. 

Oh! think how quick my foul career I ran, 
‘The dupe of Paffion, Vanity, and Man; 

Then fhun the path where gay delufions fhiae— 
Be your’s the leflon—as th’ experience mine 





Oo D £, 


Performed at the Caftle, at Dublin, on her 
Majetty’s birth day. 
CHORUS, 

IBERNIA! fprightly, brave, and free, 

Join in the dance and revelry ; 

Huth’d be anxious care to reft, 

Let joy pervade each loyal breaft: 

This is the day gave CHARLOTTE birth, 
Raife the fong, ye fons of mirth! 


Al R, 


Sweet be each returning hour, 

Fate has yet within its power; 

May the feafons, as they roll, 

Bring frefh joy to CHARLOTTE’s foul: 
May her beauteous offspring rife, 

Like their parents, good and wife. 


A I R. 


Happy ifle! fair feat of pleafure, 
Rich in peace and freedom’s treafure, 
Sure ev’ry earthly blifs is thine! 
Each Britith foul, with glory burning, 
Their monarch’s love with love returning, 
Valiant deeds with honour join. 


RECITATIVE. 


But fee, the graces and the loves defcend! 
On this aufpicious day attend 
The Halcyon hours of joy. 
Let Henley ‘deign to grace the fcene, 
And joyful hail Britannia’s Queen, 
Whole praite a thoufand tongues employ. 


Al R. 


May hounteous Heav’n, who kindly gave 
Se bright a Queen to rule the brave, 
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Long, long protract her happy years, 
And ipare a grateful nation’s tears. 

Aiid long may George and Charlotte own 
Peace and deiight on Britain’s throne. 


Firit CHORUS repeated. 
Hibernia! fprightly, brave, and free, 
Join in the dance and revelry; 
Huth’d be anxious care to reit, 
Let joy pervade each loyal breait: 
This is the day gave CHARLOTTE birth, 
Raife the fong, ye fous of mirth! 





DESCRIPTION OF THE ALLEGORIC 
LAND, 
Introduced into Poetry by the Scandinavian Bards- 
By Mr. JERNINGHAM. 
IRST, ona flow’r-clad hill fublimely high, 
Whole brow afpiring ruth’d into the tky. 

Hope with a cheering alpect took her ftand, 

A radiant pencil glitt’ring in her hand, 

With this the colours the dark clouds that low’r, 
And threaten man with rude misiortune’s thow’r. 


. Then Celibacy came, in cloifters bred, 

A tluggith, thard-born form, with duit o’erfpread : 
Dead io the diifs that focial lite befiows, 

Dead to the blifs that from affection flows, 

Dead to the blandiihments of female power, 

He fchool, the pricithood in his iron bow’r. 


Then Grace—the Hebe of the Chriftian fky, 
With imiling lip and comfort-beaming eye ! 
Th’ angelic numbers trom their thrones above 
Stoop’d to behold this object ot their love: 
Thus the tull hoit ot {tars in cloudlefs night 
Gaze on the carth from their etherial height. 


His meagre form now Difappointment rears, 
His cheek, deep-channel’d with inceflant tears, 
Trailing, as ftill he treads the thorny plain 
Oi blaited hopes, the long immeafureabie chain. 


Now Confcience enter’d on the trembling feene, 
And to the bad difclos’d her with’ring mien : 
But chietly when the death-watch ftrikes the ear, 
‘This dread recorder of the paft draws near. 

Ere fick’ning Gertrude * fell to death a prey, 

(Tradition ftill repeats the moral lay) 

‘To goad the bofom of that impious dame, 

‘To the pale fuff’rer’s couch prompt Confcience 
came, 

Like a dire necromancer fkill’d to raife 

Nh’ accufing ghofts of her departed days! 

Her lab’ring heart fent forth diftraction’s figh 

As on the prieit fhe caft th’ imploring eye: 

Then to the crofs (while tears her bofom lave) 

‘The kifs of terror, not of love, the gave : 

Now yielding to th’ accefs of wild defpair 

She fliricks, and rends with favage grafp her hair : 

Now to refiection’s geatler pow’r confign’d, 

J.ong plaintive tones denote her troubled mind : 

At length, fad fpectacle of wrath divine, 

The high-born wretch expires without a fign t. 


On the dire batile’s late enfanguin’d plain, 
Morality ftood mufing o’er the flain! 
Yet then the mourner rais’d her drooping head, 
Aad thus with lacred energy the faid: 


“* Here—where the fatal fcenes of flaughter end, 
Where hoftile nations in dread union blend, 
Where fleep the great, the daring, and the proud, 
Amidit this filent, folitary crowd, 

Bid the young monarch quench ambition’s flame, 
And ’gaini his paifions daring war proclaim.’* 





VERSES from Mr. RicHarpDson to a 
young Lady {, with fome Flowers. 


Fy %O thee, fweet fmiling maid, I bring 
The beauteous progeny ot {pring : 

In every breathing bloom I tind 

Some pieafing emblem of thy mind. 

The bluthes of that opening rofe 

‘Thy tender modeity ditclofe. 

Thefe fnow-white lilies of the vale, 

Diffufing fragrance to the gale, 

Ne oftentatious tints aflume, 

Vain of their exquifite perfume ; 

Carclefs, and fweet, and mild, we fee 

In them a lovely type of thee. 

In yonder gay-enamel’d field, 

Serene that azure bloffom fmil’d: 

Not changing with the changeful fky, 

Its faithlefs tints inconftant fly ; 

For, unimpair’d by winds and rain, 

I faw th’ unalter’d hue remain. 

So were thy mild affections prov’d; 

Thy heart by Fortune’s frown unmov’d, 

Pieas’d to adminiiter relief, 

In times of woe would folace grief. 

Theie flowers with genuine beauty glow ; 

The tints from Nature’s pencil flow: 

What artuft could improve their bloom ? 

Or fweeter make their {weet perfume ? 

Fruitlefs the vain attempt. Like thefe 

Thy native truth, thine artlels eafe, f 

Fair, unattected maid, can never fail to pleafe. 





VERSES found in the walk between Mr. 
W—'s Chapel and the Tabernacle. 


HEN brother George and brother Joho 
Tofs'd up which fide to have, 
* Tis ftrange that both the tharpers won, 
And both could fxzk, or fave. 


“¢ We'll now, quoth brother George, divide, 
Nor longer hunt together ; 

You catch tools on the faving fide, 
1°ll fend them—God knows whither. 


«* Let’s not agree, while e’er we live, 
Nay, when I’m feen in no land, 

My ghoit fhall haunt you ftill, and give 
Your Oliver a Rowiand.”’ 


Since men are blockheads, ’tis no news 
Such jockies (til! fhould quirk us; 

*Tis Attley here, and there ’tis Hughes, 
The Theatre, and Circus. 


And now difcordant /eés be rul’d, 
Unite your faiths, and know it, 

You're all predeftin’d to be fool’d, 
And have free will to fhow it. 





THE 


| * Queen of Denmark, and mother to Hamlet. 
+ See Henry the Vith. the death of Cardinal Beaufort. 
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THE MISCELLANY. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE, 


SIR, 
| cafe the following obfervations 


on a miftaken paflage of Horace 
be deemed worthy a place in the mi- 
fcellaneous part of your much admired 
Magazine, they are at your fervice. 

"Lhe paffage to which I allude is the 
following, in the thirty-eighth verfe 
of the fecond fatire of the fecond book: 


Jorunus raro fomachus vulgaria temnit. 
Now, moft of the commentators and 


tranflators put the conftruction of the 
line according to this corde: 


Seunus flomachus raro temnit vulgaria. 


In fupport of which affertion I will cite 
notes from fuch as I have at hand. 

Porphyrio, cne of the moft ancient 
{choliafts on Horace, fays of this line, 
Senfus; raro jejunus fomachus invenitur 
qui contemnet res vulgare. 

' Landinus favours this interpretation, 
when commenting cn jejuaus, he ob- 
ferves et preterea famelicus. 

Dr. Patrick, the continuator and 
editor of Watfon’s Horace, tranflates 
it thus: A uagry famach fearce ever 
defpifes plain food. 

Dr. Francis hath omitted the line, 
and obferves in a note, that he follow- 
ed Dr. Bentley and Mr. Sanadon. He 
fays that the line in  queftion inter- 
rupts the regularity of the thoughts, 
and that it hath a vicious ambiguity of 
expreffion, not at all fettled by the 
{choliafts. And he further obferves, 
that “* when children were taught to 
read the manufcript copies of authors, 
their mafters often wrote on the mar- 
gin fome proverbial or fententious 
verfe, which feemed to have a refe- 
rence to the poet’s thought, and was 
contained in few words. From thence 
they were afterwards taken into the 
text, by the miftake or ignorance of 
copyifts.” 

Mr. Smart tranflates the line in the 
following manner: 4 huugry flomach 
Seldom loaths common viduals. 

All thefe appear to me to be mif- 

I 


Ke mper crapula pregravatnr. 


taken, as may be perceived by the 
learned reader from the context and 
the main drift of the fatire. In it are 
reprefented the inconveniencies that 
arife from luxury, and the advantages 
of a temperate life. But, as the quo- 
tation of more than thirty lines that 
precede jejunus, &c. would be tedious, 
I fhall refer the reader to the original 
fatire. 

Cruquius juftly obferves, that it is 
an epiphonema, expreilive of a deteita- 
tion of luxury. But he doth not feem 
to be fixed with regard to the meaning 
of thewords. For he fays, fed utraque 


Jentenita apta eéf:, five <3 rare, deter- 


minet ri fejuuus, five ri temnit. 

Torrentius, as quoted in the Varis- 
YUM edition, fays, in plain terms, ust~- 
quam jejunum fere dixeris, qui pridiana 
Placent 
ergo inufitata, que flomachum irritent. 

Raxter hath rare, and fays, ia omnes 
fere feripti codices cum vet. fchol. Alié 
rare legunt, cum in ufu hateamus rare. 
Ordo ett, fromachus qui fit rare jejunns 
temnit vulzaria. Then he proceeds; 
Vul gata leciia eft. ‘fejunus frormachiat 
rara wilzaria temnit. Bentleius maluit 
rara Now, Dr. Fraucis or Baxter mutt 
be miitaken about Bentley, unlefs he 
takes notice of the line in his notes, 
which appears probable; but as I am 
not poffeiied of Bentley’s Horace, I 
fhall fay no more of that matter. 

To come to the point. Let Smart’s 
tranflation undergo a little tranfpofi- 
tion (a tranfpofition it muit be acknow- 
ledged which totally alters the fenfe) 
and it will be perfectly right and con- 
fonant to the tenor of the fatire, viz. 
A STOMACH SELDOM HUNGRY 
LOATHS COMMON VICTUALS. 

This, I imagine, will be fufficient 
to evince the propriety of deviating 
from the general acceptation of the 
paflage; but if any one fhould ftill be 
unfatisfied, let him carefully read the 
whole fatire, and compace one part of 
at 








































it. with another; and then, I dare fay, 
he will not faftidioufly affert that ‘* the 
line interrupts the regularity of the 
thoughts, or that it was taken into 
the text by the miftake or ignorance 
of copyifts;” but that it is truly Ho- 
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ratian, and that it is an epiphonema in 
its proper place, as much as 
Tante molis erat Romanam condere gentems 
isin Virgil. Iam, Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 
TERMOLENSIS ALTER. 


ADDITIONAL REMARK. 


BENTLEY has inferted the line in 
its ufual place, and does not mention 
it in his notes on this Sermo, and though 
in the text he reads rare. In a note, 
however, on the following verfe, in 
the Epiftle to the Pifos, 

Omne fupervacuum pleno de pefore manat, 
he fays: Vereor ne monacho potius 
quam Flacco verfus debeatur. Ejufdem 
-quoque commiatis videtur ille, Serm. II. 
2. vy. 38. de quo dicere, ubi locus erat, 
nefcio quo cafu oblitus eram: 


Younus rar flomachus vulgaria temnit. 


Quippe ibi et orationis curfu male in- 
tercipit. Jam enim a Scholiaftis du- 
bitatum eft, utrum raro jejunus, an raro 
temnit fit accipiendum. Nimirom aut 
fallor, aut he fententiz ex libris tri- 


vialibus, qui tum pueris perlegebantur, 
nunc perierunt, defumtz funt: et cum 
in exemplaris ora velut loco appofite 
et confimiles a quopiam notarentur, 
pofterioribus librartis fucum fecerunt.” 
By this note, it appears that both 
Francis and Baxter were right. Gefner 
fays, in his note on this paflage, «* Ma- 
jor queftio eft, an hic verfus fit Hora- 
tii? Negat Bentleius - Non 
dubito efile, et jungendum, tanquam 
apodofin, verfui proximé precedenti.” 
So different are the opinions of differ- 
ent critics. Our ingenious correfpon- 
dent feems to have given the true and 
juft interpretation. Let thofe who he. 
fitate, examine the context. We hope 

he will pardon this little addition. 
Epiror. 














FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE 


ON THE CHANGES WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE 
CONSTITUTION OF ENGLAND. 


HERE is nothing fo much talked 
of, and fo little underftood in 
this country, as the Con/ituiton. It is 
a word in the mouth of every man; 
and yet, when we come to difcourfe of 
the matter, there is no fubje¢t on which 
our ideas are more confufed and per- 
plexed, Some, when they fpeak of 
the Conftitution, confine their notions 
to the law; others to the legiflature; 
others, again, to the governing or exe- 
cutive part: and many there are, who 
jumble all thefe together in one idea, 
One error, however, is common to 
themall: for all feem to have the con- 
ception of fomething uniform and per- 
manent, as if the Conititution of Eng- 
land partook rather of the nature of 
the foil than of the climate, and was 
as fixed and ccnftant as the former, not 
as changing and variable as the latter. 
Now, in this word, she Conftitution, 
are included the original and funda- 





mental laws of the kingdom, from 
which all powers are derived, and by 
which they are circumfcribed; all Je- 
giflative and executive authority; all 
thofe municipal provifions which are 
commonly called the laws; and, laftly, 
the cuftoms, manners, and habits of the 
people. Thefe, joined together, do, 

apprehend, form the political, as the 
feveral members of the body, the ani- 
mal economy, with the humours and 
habit, compofe that which is called the 
Natural Conftitution. 

The Greek philofophy will, per- 
haps, help us to a better idea: for nei- 
ther will the feveral conftituent parts, 
nor the contexture of the whole, give 
an adequate noticn of the word. By 
the Conftitution is, indeed, rather meant 
fomething which refults from the or- 
der and difpofition of the whole; 
fomething refembling that harmony 
for which the Theban in Plato's Phado 

contends ; 
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contends; which he calls aoparév Te x 
dciparov, fomething invifible and incor- 
poreal. For many of the Greeks ima- 
gined the foul to refult from the xpaorc 
or compofition of the parts of the body, 
when thefe were properly tempered 
together, as harmony doth from the 
proper compofition of the feveral parts 
in a well-tuned mufical inftrument: in 
the fame manner, from the difpofition 
of the feveral parts in a ftate, arifes 
that which we call the Confiitution. 

In this difpofition the laws have fo 
confiderable a fhare, that, as no man 
can perfectly underftand the whole, 
without knowing the parts of which it 
is compofed, it Elwes, that, to have 
a juft notion of our Conttitution, with- 
out a competent knowledge of the 
laws, is impoflible. Without this, the 
reading over our hiftorians may afford 
amufement, but will very little inftruct 
us in the true effentials of our Contti- 
tution. Nor will this knowledge alone 
ferve our purpofe. ‘The mere lawyer, 
however fkilful in his profeflion, who 
is not verfed in the genius, manners, 
and habits of the people, makes but a 
wretched politician. Hence the hifto- 
rian who. is ignorant of our law, and 
the lawyer who is ignorant of our hif- 
tory, have agreed in that common er- 
ror, remarked above, of confidering 
our conftitution as fomething fixed and 
permanent: for the exterior form of 
government (however the people are 
changed) ftill, in a great degree, re- 
mains what it was; and the fame, not- 
withitanding all its alterations, may be 
faid of the law. 

To.explain this a little farther: from 
the original of the Lower Houfe of 
parliament to this day, the fupreme 
power hath been vefted in the King 
and the two Houfes of parliament. 
'Thefe two Houfes have each, at dif- 
ferent times, carried very different 
weights in the balance, and yet the 
form of government remained {till cne 
and the fame: fo hath it happened to 
the law; the fame courts of juilice, the 
fame form of. trials, &c. have pre- 
ferved the notion of identity, though, 
in real truth, the prefent governing 
powers, and the prefent legal provi- 
fions bear fo little refemblance to thofe 
. Lonp. Mac, March 1784. 


of our anceftors in the reign of King 
John, or indeed in latter times, that, 
could any lawyer or ftatefman of thofe 
days be recalled to life, he would make, 
I believe, a very indifferent figure in 
Weftminfter-hall, or in any of the 
parts there adjacent. 

To perceive the alterations in our 
conftitution doth, in fa&t, require a 
pretty juft knowledge both of the peo- 
ple and of the laws: for either of thefe 
may be greatly changed, without pro- 
ducing any immediate effect on the 
other. ‘The alterations in the’ great 
wheels of ftate above-mentioned, which 
are fo vifible in our hiftorians, are 
not noticed in our laws, as very few 
of the great changes in the law have 
fallen under the eye of our hiftorians. 

Many of both kinds have appeared 
in our conftitution: ‘but I fhall at pre- 
fent confine myfelf to one only. 

If the Conftitution, as I above «. Tert- 
ed, be the refult of the difpofition of 
the feveral parts before-mentioned, it 
follows that this difpofition can never 
be altered, without producing a pro- 
portional change in the Conititution. 
‘* If the foul (fays Simmias in Plato) 
be a harmony refulting from the difpo- 
fition of the corporeal parts, it fol- 
lows, that when this difpofition is con- 
founded, and the body is torn by dif- 
eafes, or other evils, the foul immedi- 
ately (whatever be her divinity) muft 
perifh.” ‘This willbe apparent, if we 
caft our eyes a moment towards the 
animal economy ; and it is no lefs true 
in the political, 

The cuftoms, manners, and habits of 
the people, do, as I have faid, form 
one part of the political Conftitution; 
if thefe are altered, therefore, this muft 
be changed likewife; and here, as in 
the natural body, the diforder of any 
part will, in its confequence, affect 
the whole. 

One known divifion of the people 
in this nation is into the nobility, the 
gentry, and the commonalty. What 
alterations have happened among the 
two former of thefe | fhail not at pre- 
fent enquire; but that the lait, in eit 
cuftoms, manners, and habits, are 
greatly changed from what they were, 
i think clearly appears, . 
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If we look into the earlieft ages, we 
fhall ‘find the condition of this third 

art to have been very low and mean. 

he higheft order of this rank, before 
the congqueft, were thofe tenants in 
focage, who held their lands by” the 
fervice of the plough; who, as Lyttel- 
ton tells us, ** were to come with their 
plough for certain days in the year, to 
plow and fow the demefne of the iords ; 
as the villains, faith the fame author, 
were to carry and recarry the dung of 
his lord, fpread it upon his land, and 
to perform fuch like ferbices.” 

‘This latter was rightly accounted a 
flavifh tenure. ‘The villains were in- 
deed confidered in law as a kind of 
chattel belonging to their mafters; for 
though thefe had not the power of life 
and death over them, nor ¢ven of 
maiming them with impunity, yet 
thefe villains had not even the capa- 
city of purchafing lands or goods; Set 
the lord, on fuch purchafe, might en- 
ter into the one, and feife the other 
for his own ufe. And as for the land 
which they held in villenage, though 
Lord Coke fays, it was not only held 
at the will of the lord, but according 
to the cuftom of the manor, yet, in 
ancient times, if the lord ejeéted them, 
they were manifeitly without remedy. 

And as to the former, though they 
were accounted freemen, yet they were 
obliged to fwear fealty to their lord; 
and eer Mr. Rapin be miftaken, 
when he fays they could not alienate 
their land (for before the ftatute of 
Magna Charta, chap. 32, they could 
have given or fold the whole, but 
without any alteration of the tenure} 
yet was the eftate of thefe but very 
mean. ‘* ‘Though they are called free- 
men (fays Lord Coke) yet they plough- 
ed, harrowed, reaped, and mowed, &c. 
for the lord; and Bra&on, dicuntur foc- 
manni eo quod deputati funt tantummodo 
ad culturam.” 

Befides fuch as were bound by their 
tenures to the fetvice of agriculture, 
the number of freemen below the de- 
gree of gentry, and who got their 
livelihood in the mercantile or me- 
chanical way, was very inconfiderable. 
As to the fervants, they were chiefly 
bound by tenure, and thofe of the 
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lower fort differed very little from 


flaves. 

That this eftate of the commonalty 
is greatly changed, is apparent; and to 
this alteration many caufes in fubfe- 
quent ages’ have contributed. 

Firft, the oath of fealty, or fidelity, 
which of old time was adminiftered 
with great ceremohy, became after- 
wards to be omitted; and though this 
fealty ftill remained incident to every 
focage tenure, yet the omiffion of the 
form was not without its confequences; 
for, as Lord Coke fays, fpeaking of 
homage, ‘* prudent antiquity did, for 
the more folemnity and better memory 
and obfervation of that which is to be 
done, exprefs fubftances. under cere 
monies.” 

Secondly, Whereas in the ancient 
teriures the principal refervation was of 
perfonal fervices from the inferior te- 
nants, the rent being generally trifling, 
fuch as hens, capons, rofes, fpurs, 
hawks, &c. afterwards the avarice or 
neceflity of the lords incited them to 
convert thefe for the moft part into 
money, which tended greatly to weak- 
en the power of the lord, and to raife 
the freedom and independency of the 
tenant. 

Thirdly, The difmembering manors 
by leafes for years, as it flowed from 
the fame fources, fo it produced the 
fame effects, Thefe were probably 
very rare before the reign of Edw. I. 
at which time the ftatute of Gloucefter 
fecured the eftate of this tenant. 

Fourthly, The eftate of the villain 
or copyholder feems clearly, as I have 
faid, to have originally been holden 
only at the will of the lord; but the 
law was afterwards altered, and in the 
reign of Edward IV. fome of the beft 
joka were of opinion, that if the 
copyholder was unlawfully ejected by 
his lord, he fhould have an aétion of 
trefpafs againft him at the common law. 

From this time the eftate of the co- 
pyholder (which, as Briton tells us, 
was formerly a bafe tenure) began to 
grow into repute, and, though ftill 
diftinguifhed in fome privileges from a. 
freehold, became the poffeffion of many 
opulent and powerful perfons. 

By thefe and fuch like means the 

commonalty, 
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commonalty, by degrees, fhook off as trade had been before to the fup- 


their vaffalage, and became more and 
more independent on their fuperiors. 
Even fervants, in procefs of time, ac- 
quired a ftate of freedom and inde- 
pendency, unknown to this rank in 
any other -nation; and which, as the 
Jaw now ftands, is inconfiftent with a 
fervile condition. : 

But nothing hath wrought fuch an 
alteration in this order of people, as 
the introduction of trade. This hath 
indeed given a new face to the whole 
nation, hath in a great meafure fub- 
verted the former itate of affairs, and 
hath almoft totally changed the man- 
ners, cuftoms, and habits of the peo- 
le, more efpecially of the lower fort. 
‘The narrownefs of their fortune is 
changed into wealth; the fimplicity of 
their manners, into craft; their frugali- 
ty into luxury; their humility into 
ride, and their fubjection into equa- 
lity. 

The philofopher, perhaps, will think 
this a bad exchange, and may be in- 
clined to cry out with the poct, 





Savior armis 

Luxuria incubuit, ———— 

Nullum crimen abeft, facinufque libidinis, ex qua 
Paupertas Romana perit. 


Again, 


Prima peregrinos obfccena pecunia mores 
Intulit, & turpi fregerunt feeculaluxu 
Divitia molles. 


But the politician finds many emo- 
luments to compenfate all the moral 
evils introduced by trade, by which 
the grandeur and power of the nation 
is carried toa pitch that it ¢ould never 
otherwife have reached; arts and {ci- 
ences are improved, and human life is 
embellifhed with every ornament, and 
furnifhed with every comfort which it 
is capable of tafting. 

In all thefe affertions he is right: 
but furely he forgot himfelf a little 
when he joins the philofopher in la- 
menting the introduction of luxury as 
a cafual evil; for as riches are the cer- 
tain confequence of trade, fo is Juxury 
the no lefs certain confequence of rich- 
es: nay,  tradeand Juxury do indeed 
fupport each other; and this latter, in 
its turn, ‘becomes as ufeful to trade, 


port of luxury. 

To prevent this confequence, there- 
fore, of a flourifhing commerce, is to- 
tally to change the nature of things, 
and to feparate the effect from the 
caufe. A matter as impoflible in the 
political body as in the natural. Vices 
and difeafes, with like phyfical ne- 
ceflity, acife from certain habits in 
both; and to reftrain and palliate the 
evil confequences is all that lies‘with- 
in the reach of art. 

Now, to conceive that fo great a 
change as this in the people thould 

roduce no change in the conftitution, 
is to difcover, I think, as great igno- 
rance us would appear in the phyfician 
who fhould affert, that the whole fate 
of the blood may be entirely altered 
from poor to rich, from cool to in- 
flamed, without producing any altera- 
tion in the conftitution of the man. 

To put this in the cleareft light: 
there appear to me to be four forts of 


political power; that of bodily ftrength, 


that of the mind, the power of the 
purfe, and the power of the fword. 
Under the fecond of thefe divifions 
may be ranged all the art of the le- 

iflator and politician, all the power 
of laws and government. ‘Thefe do 
conftitute the civil power; and a ftate 
may then be faid to be in good order, 
when all the other powers are fubfer- 
vient to this; when they.own its fu- 
perior excellence and energy, pay ita 
ready obedience, and all unite in fup- 
port of its rule. 

But, fo far are thefe powers from pay- 
ing fuch voluntary fubmiffion, that 
they are all extremely apt to rebel, and 
to affert their own fuperiority; but 
none is more rebellious in its nature, 
or more difficult to be governed, than 
that of the purfe or money. Self-opi- 
nion,: arrogance, infolence, and impa- 
tience of rule, are its almoit infepa- 
rable companions. 

Now, if thefe affertions are true, 
what an immenfe acceffion of this 

wer hath accrued-to the commonalt 

y the increafe of trade? for ‘iaiegh 
the other orders-have acquired-an ad- 
dition by the fame means, this is not 
in the fame proportion, as every reader, 
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who will revolve the propofition but a 


moment in his own mind, muft be fa- 


tisfied. 

And what may we hence conclude? 
Is that civil power, which was adapted 
to the government of this order of 
people in that ftate in which they were 
at the conqueft, capable of ruling them 
in their prefent fituation? Hath this 
civil power kept equal pace with them 
in the increafe of its force? or hath it 
not rather, by the remiffnefs of the 
magiftcate, loft much of its ancient 
energy? Where is now that power 
of the fheriff, which could formerly 
awaken and arm a whole county in an 
inftant? Where is that poe comitatus, 
which attended at his beck? What is 
become of the conftitutions of Alfred? 
What of the ancient confervators of the 
peace? Have the Juftices, on whom 
this whole power devolves, an autho- 
rity fufficient for the purpofe? In 
fome countics, perhaps, you may find 
an overgrown tyrant, who lords it over 
his neighbours and tenants with de- 
fpotic ‘{way, and who is as regardlefs 
of the law as he is ignorant of it; but 
as to the magiftrate of a lefs fortune, 
and more knowledge, every riotous in- 
dependent batcher or baker, with two 
or three thoufand pounds in his pocket, 
laughs at his power, and every petti- 
fogger makes him tremble. 

» aha what has been faid, I may, I 
think, conclude, 1. That the Conftitution 
of this country is altered from its an- 
cient ftate. 

II. That the power of the com- 








monalty has received an immenfe ad- 
dition; and that the civil power hav- 
ing not increafed, but decreafed, in 
the fame proportion, is not able to go- 
vern them. 

What may and muft be the confe- 
quence of this, as well as what reme- 
dy can be applied to it, I leave to the 
confideration of others; and fhall con- 
clude with a fine obfervation of Dr. 
Middleton, in his Life of Cicero. 

«* From the railleries of the Romans 
(fays he) on the barbarity and mifery 
of our ifland, one cannot help refle¢t- 
ing on the furprizing fate and revolu- 
tions of kingdoms: how Rome, once 
the nviftrefs of the world, the feat of 
art and empire, now lies funk in floth, 
ignorance of glory, and poverty; en- 
flaved to the moit cruel, as well as moft 
contemptible of tyrants, fuperftition 
and religious impofture; while this re- 
mote country, anciently the joke and 
contempt of the polite Romans, 1s 
become the happy feat of liberty, plen- 
ty, and letters; flourifhing in all the 
arts and refinemenas of civil life; yet 
running perhaps the fame courfe which 
Rome itfelf had run before it; from 
virtuous induftry to wealth; from 
wealth to luxury; from luxury to an 
impatience of difcipline and corruption 
of morals: till, by a total degeneracy 
and lofs of virtue, being grown ripe 
for deftruction, it falls a prey at lait 
to fome hardy oppreffor, and, with 
the lofs of liberty, lofes every thing 
elfe that is valuable, and finks gradually 
again into its original barbarifm.” 
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et the principles of human 
condu& are totally felfith, and 
that the heart is deftitute of benevo- 
Jent affections, is a do¢trine inculcated 
by men who have endeavoured to build 
their fame on the ruins of received opi- 
nions; or by. thofe whofe tempers are 
foured. by difappointment, and who 
indulge their fpleen, by declaiming 
againit the depravity of human nature. 


‘They lament that actions feemingly 


charitable proceed from vanity; that 
friendfhip-1s often founded on conve- 
niency, and that patriotifm is a mafk 
to conceal ambition. Yet why fhould 
they lament? Were mankind as felfifh 
as fuch perfons would reprefent, no 
individual could aét fo inconfiftently 
with his conftitution, as to grieve for 
the misfortune of his neighbour, much 
lefs for the misfortunes and univerfal 
felfifhnefs of the human kind, Obferve 
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thefe- gloomy philofophers, if philo- 
fophers they may be called, who are 
for ever quarrelling with their condi- 
tion; they accufe us with forrow and 
lamentation; never reflecting that they 
betray their argument, and that their 
forrow is a proof of benevolence. 
Their lamentation infers, moreover, 
that benevolent actions are neceffary to 
the happinefs of mankind, but that 
Nature, improvident inher views, or 
niggardly in her economy, hath with- 
held the correfponding principle. But 
to this there is nothing analogous in 
any part of the creation, Wherever an 
effect 1s requilite, the producing caufe 
is provided. Your aflertion, there- 
fore, implies an appearance fo very fin- 
gular, that without demonftration I 
will not believe it. Nay, it implies 
that benevolence is not only ufeful, 
but agreeable, and exccedingly at- 
traétive; and that men affect its ap- 
pearance to gain the love of mankind! 
And yet benevolence is a mere chime- 
ra! Strange inconfiftency! that men 
fhould copy without an original; or 
imitate qualities that have no exiftence! 
Delineate an illuftrious charaéter, a 
‘Litus, who delighted in goodnefs, who 
dedicated his time to the nobleft em- 
ployment, the benefit of fociety; who 
relieved the orphan, folaced the wi- 
dow, was a father to his people, and a 
friend to mankind. Delineate an un- 
relenting tyrant, a Nero, the difgrace 
of human nature, a parricide, who de- 
lighted in blood, and exulted in the 
mifery of his fellow-creatures. How 
are we affected in contemplating thefe 
oppofite pictures? Are the fentiments 
they excite in us precifely the fame? 
Are we confcious of no other emotions 
‘than thofe of wonder and furprife? 
‘© Yes (anfwers my opponent) we are 
confcious of indignation and efteem: 
the tyrant is the proper object of in- 
dignation, the patriot of efteem. But 
confider the caller Self-love is at the 
bottom. We applaud benevolence as 
of public utility, we condemn barba- 
rity as of public detriment.” But 
furely there is fome difference between 
a fimple judgement, and a vigorous 
feeling ; between a mere a& of the under- 
ftanding, and a fenfation of the heart, 


iin 4 


Love and indignation belong to the 
heart; but to difcern the tendencies of 
actions, and their congruity or incon- 
gruity with the public good, is the 
work of the underitanding. 

But waving this diftin¢tion, which, 
however, will have due weight with a 
candid reafoner, give me leave to en- 
quire, if felf-love dire¢ts you in your 
approbation or difapprobation, why 
ace you interefted in the public wel- 
fare? ‘* I am one of the public; and 
whatever is hurtful or beneficial to the 
whole is hurtful or beneficial -to indi- 
viduals. My own happinefs and fe- 
curity are the only objects I have in 
view.” Believe me, the candour and 
fincerity of this declaration would ne- 
ver recommend you to public favour, 
or redeem you from public cenfure. 
Grant, you were acandidate for fome 
office of high importance, for a feat, 
fuppofe, in the Houfe of Commons; 
whether would you addrefs your con- 
ftituents in the ufual ftile of patriotifm 
with profeflions of zeal for freedom, 
and the unfhaken love of your coun- 
try, mingled with invectives againft 
venality and corruption; or would you 
offer to ferve them with a heart over- 
flowing with the love of yourfelf, and 
filled with zeal for the aggrandizement 
of your own family? Whatever may 
be the pradice of mankind, their /ev- 
timents are public-fpirited. Benevo- 
lence is implanted in us by nature; it 
may be thwarted and fuppreffed; it 
may alfo be cultivated and improved. 

Let us purfue the confequences of 
your propofition, that your approba- 
tion and difapprobation are the refult 
of cool reafonings on the advantages 
accruing to mankind from the exercife 
of certain virtues and mental qualities. 
Obferve how much inftruction, pro- 
found erudition, elaborate enquiry, 
deep difcernment, and penetration are 
neceflary before it is poflible to cenfure 
or applaud. All the tendencies of hu- 
man actions muft be widely and ac- 
curately explained, the nature of every 
affe€tion precifely defined, and its cha- 
racter sicertained. The hiftory of 
mankind muft be familiar to us; and 
the influence of peculiar circumftances 


and fituations muft be duely i 
an 
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and determined. A man muft be as 
old as an antediluvian, and ftudy as 
indefatigably as Dunfcotus, before he 
may venture to pronounce fcandal in- 
famous, or fraud difgraceful. 

But liften to the unerring voice of 
experience. Many an untutored mind 
throbs with the love of goodnefs, when 
the profound enquirer is infenfible: 
many a young mind overflows with 
compaffion when manhood 1s cold, cal- 
lous, and fevere. Among the rudeft 
mations, and in the rudeft ages, the 
great lines of morality are accurately 
delineated. ‘“ O, Ofcar! (faid the 
King of Morven) bend the ftrong in 
arms, but fpare the feeble hand. Be 
thou a ftream of many tides againft the 
foes of thy people; but, like the gale 
that moves the grafs, to thofe who afk 
thine aid. So Tremnor was, fuch 
‘Trethal was, and fuch has Fingal beer. 
My arm was the fupport of the injured, 
the weak refted behind the lightning 
of my fteel.” 

Allow me another obfervation. We 
are not always confcious of this pro- 
cefs of the underftanding, and of thofe 
various and comp!ex operations of com- 
paring the effects of certain qualities 
with the welfare of others, or with the 
welfare of individuals; and all the 
other dedutticns, that, according to 
your fyftem, muft precede the fenti- 
ment of praife or cenfure. I never 








feel them. And it is very ftrange that 
all this fhould be going on in my 
mind, and I a ftranger to it. “ It is 
the force of habit,” I have heard it 
faid. ‘ The mind having once form- 
ed certain conclufions, a¢ts upon all 
future oceafions agreeably to them, 
without running through all the parts 
of the argument. Or if it does, the 
mind acquires fuch celerity by pra¢tice, 
as to elude obfervation. In learning 
to play upon a mufical inftrument, the 
novice is obliged to will every move- 
ment of his joints and fingers by. fe- 
iw diftinét aéts of volition: after 
e has attained fome perfection in the 
art, fuch particular volitions become 
unneceflary. He wills to play a piece 
of mufic, and his fingers move as it 
were inftin¢tively.” The illuftration 
is happy but defective. The artift ne- 
ver forgets the time when he was ig- 
norant of the art, nor the pains that 
his knowledge coft him. 1s this the 
cafe with moral fentiment? We re- 
member no time, not even the earlictt 

riods of our exiftence, before reafon 
itfelf was ftrong, when the perception 
of moral beauty and deformity did not 
affect us with correfponding emotions, 
We remember no time when the power 
of judging of human aétions coft us 


any labour. 


oe ee ee ee 
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THE VALUE OF TIME, 


A moment we may with, 


When worlds want wealth to buy. 


HEN we confider what we were 
created for, whither we are 
_ haftening to, and what we muft ere 
long be, furely we cannot but acknow- 
Jedge the work that lies before us to 
be truly great, interefting, and impor- 
tant; no lefs than the advancement of 
our Maker’s glory, the purfuit of thofe 
objects which belong to our eternal 
ace, and the preparation for death, 
judgement, and a world tocome; thefe 
are matters of the higheft moment, and 
equally concern every fon and daugh- 


ter of Adam, as candidates for a blifs. 





Night Thoughts. 


ful immortality. If fo, then we may 

well lament the fhortnefs of our time 

for fuch an arduous work, and, im- 

preffed with a fenfe cf the neceflity of 

completing it before we go the way 

of all flefh, exclaim with Dr. Young, 
How much is to be done! 

Life, like a winter’s day, is fhort. 
Time, like the fhadow upon a dial, is 
fleeting, and haftening to be gone, and 
an aweful eternity approaching, which 
muft be either a ftate of happinefs or 


mifery, according to the waite or re- 


demption of the precious now, 
From 
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From thefe confiderations we may. 
learn the ineftimable value of our paf- 
fing moments, and the danger of de- 
laying fuitably to improve them, while 
we feel, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, 
the propriety of the poet’s obfervation 
and excellent advice, in the following 
lines : 
Time wafted is.exiftence, us’d is life; 
Part with it as with money, {paringly ; 


Sobu-ftreet, Feb. 126 
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Buy no moment but in purchafe of its worth, 
And what its worth, afk death-deds, they can téll. 
Dr. Younc. 


Should the reader wifh for direétions 
in the improvement of his time, I 
would earneftly recommend the en- 
fuing couplet from Mr. Pope’s Effay 
on Man, asa daily rule for practice: 
Make every day a critic on the pait, 

Aad live each hour as though it was your laft. 
THe Ruravt CHRISTIANS 
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FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 
A CHAPTER ON KINGS. 
Princes have but their titles for their glories; 





An outward honour for an inward toil. 


MAX* years ago, Maley Ifhmael, 

by enormous hypocrify, oppref- 
fion, and cruelty, became abfolute fo- 
vereign of Morocco, Fez, Tafilet, and 
Sus; and, without controul, difpofed 
of the liberty, the property, and the 
lives of thofe numerous {warms of peo- 
ple which blacken the fands of Africa. 

‘© Never fparing man in his anger 
or woman in his luft:” when the li- 


‘centioufnefs of a feraglio did not en- 


gage him, it was his daily amufement 
to murther, with his own hand, every 
paffenger thatscroffed his way, whofe 
countenance, or gefture, or habit did 
not correfpond with his humour at the 
moment. Frequently, indeed, he con- 
defcended to wear a yellow robe, as a 
token that fome domeftic occurrence 
had foured his temper, and thereby he 
leffened the crouds intending to pay 
him homage; but, notwithftanding thefe 
gracious intimations, he boafted long 
before his death, that 20,000 men had 
fallen a facrifice, by a variety of wea- 
pons, to his perfonal violence. 

"Fhe veteran hero of the prefent time 
has chofen rather to fport with the mi- 
fery of men’s lives, than the agonies 
of their diffolution: Hmited to a nar- 
row fpot by his royal inheritance, he 
labours after importance in Europe, 
by transforming all his towns into gar- 
rifons, and his fubjects into foldiers; 
that, by fome fudden, dreadful irrup- 
tion, he may improve each illicit op- 
portunity of giving his name to more 
leagues of dirt, and his commands to 


* Dr. Johafon. 


SHAKSPEARE,- 


myriads of innocent peafants, who trem- 
ble at the found. Forgetting the max- 
im of a faithful biographer and truly 
elegant poet*, that 
** Extended empire, like expanded gold, 
Exchanges folid ftrength for feeble f{plendor.”* 
His feverity of difcipline not only pre- 
vents the indulgence of every natural 
appetite, but exacts a patient fuffer- 
ance of every painful accident, with. 
out complaint, and even without emo- 
tion. It was not fufficient that every 
man’s nofe, in each company of his 
regiment, ftood exactly and invariably 
in a line with every other nofe; but if 
it was excited to a wrinkle by the 
trickling {weat of fatigue, or ftung to 
torture by fome vexatious infect, his 
Majefty inflicted the moft difgraceful 
corporeal punifhment for every manual 
effort to remove the diftrefs. Wearied 
out with {pending two thirds of their 
waking hours at home, in preferving 
their arms and drefs moft-fuperfluoufly 
clean, and of being compelled to pafs 
the remnant of their wretched exitt. 
ence as military machines, in the field; 
every individual of his army longed 
for difmiffion. But, there remained 
Jcarce one avenue to elude the vigi- 
lance which fuch tyranny neceffarily 
employed; for their bullets and their 
gunpowder each foldier was rigoroufly 
called to account, after the, hour and 
on the place of exercife. Yet, a few 
grains defpair contrived to purloin each 
day, and a few ones fupplied the 
place of lead, 
Incurable 
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Incurable defertion thinned the ranks 
of this infatuated commander, ‘until 
he thought of anatomizing each fuicide, 
while the carcafe was yet warm, in the 

refence of the whole company where 
it had borne arms. 

Another European prince, though 
negle€ting every duty of’royalty, yet 
milder, confines his ravages to the 
brite creation. Indefatigable, from 
fionth to month, in the deftruction of 
every bird and beaft that ranges his 
forefts, or can be found within reach 


of his gun;- and fupremely happy only , 


when the weight of his defolation ex- 
ceeds the full amount of fome fore- 
going remarkably deathful day. An 
old peafant, long dependent on the 
joint labour of his faithful afs, had the 
misfortune in 1781 to fee him irreco- 
verably crippled by a fall. Gratitude 
forbad his deftruction, and therefore 
the mafter, defigning an occafional fup- 
ply of we food now and then, 
configned poor Limpajio, for the re- 
mainder of life, to thofe wilds where 
the monarch hunted. ‘The fun had 
nearly fet upon the fport, when the 
browfing of this animal, without dif- 
covering his figure, folicited a laft fhot 
from the royal hand; it carried off 
only Limpajio’s left ear—and he fcam- 
pered bellowing away; cr what a re- 
fpe€table addition would otherwife 
have been made to the triumphs of the 
chafe, when Limpajio was heaped upon 
the fcale! ‘The poor beaft full bears 
about the ridiculous diftinfiion of his 
fovereign, who is verily the merrieft 
of thefe notable madmen. 

Can any thing fhort of execration 
accompany our recollection, that thou- 
fands and ten thoufands of rational 
creatures, whether black or white, 
fhould be fubjeéted thus to the ca- 
price, the violence, and barbarity of 
an individual, no otherwife qualified 
and privileged by Nature than them- 
felves? Such aggravated evils of mo- 
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narchy, and violated rights of fubjeéts, 
eall aloud for fpeedy redrefs, if not 
for ample vengeance; and may enable 
republicanifm to form a plaufible claim 
to the regard of mankind. 

One monarch, however, now reigns 
unimpeached. in his moral character, 
wilfully injuring neither man, woman, 
or child. in his dominions; anxious 
hourly to. preferve their liberties, their 
popes: their .profperity. . Yet has 

e not found one eighth part of his 
fubjeéts to defert him, by the moft un- 
teful, unprovoked, and fenfclefs re- 
bellion: that fociety ever knew, and to 
have joined his worft. enemies under 
fuch numberlefs acknowledged obliga- 
tions as no future colonifts can ever 
hope to receive? 

Did not another portion of them, 
in our darkeft hour, when the whole 
world was combined againit us, pe- 
remptorily complain of oppreffions they 
never felt, and clamour for privileges 
they could not ufe without ruin to the 
whole? And are not the remainder 
idly difputin 
this king, and haraffing him on every 
fide, although his free agency, in ma- 
ny inftances, appears effential to the 
conftitution they all profefs to idolize? 
Certainly, frenzy, perverfenefs, and 
cruelty do not aétuate monarchs alone: 
nor can fubjects deferve a better go- 
vernour than is likely to arife from 
among their miferably deluded, delu- 
five race. 

Alas! poor human nature! not ge- 
nerally influenced either by reafon or 
virtue, it is in vain to expect that na- 
tional felicity fhould long or frequent- 
ly prove the lot of mankind; and this 
reign has produced numbers eager, 
publicly, to deny its exiftence for every 
petty, perfonal, paltry confideration ; or 
privately to undermine its foundation, 
when the ftructure was too eminent for 


open contradiction. 
Feb, 26, 1784. 2. Q 
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ON AVARICE. 


N the moft confpicuous rank, among 
thofe bafe and degenerate vices 
which pollute the foul of man, ftands 
Avarice. Avarice is a vice the mott 
edious, and the moft deplored! It is 


incurable. Neither wit, nor argument, 
nor philofophy have produced any ef- 
fect, although their artillery have fre- 
were been levelled againft the har- 


ened and rapacious heart of aay | 
T. C. 


away the volition of | 








uent- 
1 this 
ager, 
every 
yn; or 
ation, 
at for 


» Q 


ment, 
ny ef- 
re fre- 
e har- 
ATIC. 


T. C. 








FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE. ' 


DESCRIPTION OF A BLACK-LEGS, 
TO THE EDITOR. 


SIR, 


Relieve it will be found that know- 

ledge of the world is not fo much 
to be acquired by vifiting many coun- 
tries, and traverfing perhaps two-thirds 
of the globe, as by a long refidence in, 
and attentive obfervation of the man- 
ners of fuch a city as London. It is 
the mart of every thing virtuous or 
vicious. Its extenfive trade and con- 
nexions induce men of all nations to 
refide in it, and a communication of 
national manners of different kinds oc- 
cafions that infinite variety of chara¢ter 
which we findin London. Some may, 
perhaps, fay that the fame variety dif- 
tinguifhed the great cities of Rome and 
Athens, and that the human mind is 
the fame in all men, and at all times, 
with many other arguments tending to 
prove that. the prefent age is not one 
whit worfe than former ages. 

To fuch arguments I haye nothing 
to object, becaufe I would not with to 
deprive thofe who believe them of what 
pleafure they may enjoy in their opi- 
nion. But whatever may have been 
the cafe with former times, we can only 
conjecture that perhaps there is no- 
thing fingular in our days, for as phi- 
lofophical obfervation was not in fre- 
quent pra¢tice, we can only form a 
theory, according to which we may 
fuppofe men to have ever been the 
fame. 

London, however, as it now ftands, 
will, 1 apprehend, be found to con- 
tain charatters like to which we can 
difcover nothing in any former wri- 
tings, and which have arifen from mo- 
dern luxury combined with ingenuity 


,and profligacy of mind. Among the 


moft remarkable of thefe chara¢ters, is 
that which I intend to be the fubjeé&t 
of this letter, and which is commonly 
called @ Black-legs. 

A Black-legs is a man who either 
owes little to his birth and education, 
or debafes his birth and proititutes his 
education, _ Hence there are two kinds 

Lony, Mac, March 1784. 








of Black-legs; the one fhines in high 
and public life, at the drawing room, 
or in the fenate; and the other con- 
fines his operations to the lower fpe-. 
cies of rendezvous, taverns, ale-houtes, 
or the villages and heaths moft famous 
for horfe-races and cock-fights. 
The profeffion of a Black-legs. 

The Black-legs has no legal profef- 
fion. Generally, indeed, it appears, 
that the Black-legs has been intended 
by his parents for the ftudy and pro- 
feffion of the law, or for the army, 
efpecially the latter; and accordingly 
we find that Black-legs retain the cock-. 
ade for many years after they have for- 
feited all pretenfions to the character 
of afoldier. But, although they have 
no legal profeilion, they apply to one 
of their own invention, I mean Ga- 
MinG. ‘This they purfue in all its 
branches, with an affiduity that is afto-. 
nifhing, with an avidity that fuffers 
no abatement from time or chance, 
and with an attention which if pro- 
perly applied might have given per- 
fection to any puriuit, whether literdry 
or political. ‘fhe practice of gaming, 
then, in every poitible fubdivifion of 
that complex art, employs the time of 
a Black-legs. 

Gentus of a Black-legs. | 

kew men can equal, perhaps none 
excel Black-legs in ftrength and fubtle- 
ty of mind. To a moft intimate 
knowledge of the world, they unite a 
penetration that defies every artifice, 
and a promptnefs of thought and ac- 
tion that is equal to any attempt. 
‘They carefully mark the progrefs of 
human weaknefs; they trace our fail- 
ings to their inmoft fource; they note 
the period of anxiety, and watch the 
moment of defpair. They are at times 
eloquent and brave. Ever infinuating 
and guileful. No innocence can fave 
itfelt but by flight, and no charatter is 
fafe but by carefully avoiding them. 
The trailty of our natures is their con- . 
Gg tinual 
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tinual ftudy, and: they well know how 
to convert our moft generous and dig- 
nifying feelings to their own purpofes. 
Bent on ruin, they know every path 
that leads to it, and aét like the trea- 
cherous guide, who knows that he. fhall 
profit by the deftraction of thofe he 
pretends to conduct in fafety. They 
pofiefs a more than ordinary fhare of 
fagacity, and it is ever employed in 
advancing their own plans of ambition 
or avarice. ‘They have the art to per- 
fuade even beyond the proof of our 
fenfes, and as they are ftrangers to 
blufhing or remorfe, they proceed in 
their purpofes with a boldnefs that 
carries. them through, with an effron- 
tery which’a better man could not for 
a moment put on without being ridi- 
culous. 
The temper and difpofition of a Black-legs. 

The temper of the monfter we are 
now defcribing is generally even, and 
not eafily to be ruffled. He knows 
that paffion weakens and gives. the ad- 
vanta to an antagoniit. He is, 
dissaloes; cool and infultingly patient. 
Having no feelings to be roufed by 
diftrefs, or the calls of humanity, he 
practices that fpecies of philofophy 
which reconciles men to whatever hap- 
pens. Benevolence, philanthropy, and 
charity are in his opinion dangerous 
virtues, unlefs they are exercifed for 
the fe of oftentation, which he 
well knows will at fome times pafs for 
fincerity. He affects a wondertul con- 
tempt of gaming, yawns if you do but 
mention cards, and fits down to them 
with all the reluctance imaginable. 
By thefe affe¢tations he gains his ends. 
Nay, he will fometimes, in a ftile of 
honefty, tell you that you may play 
with him if you pleafe, but that he 
will practice every artifice which long 
ftudy has furnifhed him with. ‘This 
feeming difintereftednefs is underftood 
as an ty boaft, but it ferves as a 
cloak to his villainy, after the facrifice 
has been made. 

The principles of a Black-legs. 

Strange as it may feem, a B/ack-legs 
pretends to character and principle, 
and would be ready to cut the throat 
of him who fhould doubt his honour. 


From this 4 will appear that he puts a 
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peculiar meaning on the words cha- 
racter, principle, and honour, and hap- 
pily for him thefe are words which 
every man is allowed to explain in. his 
own way, without being called to an 
account for it. 

With the Black -legs, chara&er means. 
# good opinion - his abilities in card-. 

laying, laying betts, matching, horfes, 
2 ok women. oo 

Principle means an adherence to the 
laws of gaming, and an: utter contempt 
for religion and virtue—a firm belief 
that men were created to prey on one 
another, and that it is the duty of the 
ingenious amd induftrious to catch and 
profit by every weaknefs which they 
can difcever or create in their neigh- 
bours. : ! 
Honour means. impudence enough to 
do. a bad action, and boldnefs enough 
to defend it by the fword, even though 
that fword fhould be fheathed in t 
heart of the injured party. 

As to politics, the Black-legs always 
takes the part of thofe. who refemble 
himfelf. Where he finds a ftatefman 
daring, impetuous, haughty, a gam- 
bler, a profligate, and a defpifer of all 
laws human and divine, with him-he 
joins, and keepsconftant to him, while 
it is for his intereft, but not one mo- 
ment longer. , 

Manners of a Black-legs. 

For the moft part B/ack-/egs are men 
of gallantry and good. breeding, but 
entirely in the ftile of Cheiterfield. 
At, fome times, however, they affect 
a blunt honefty, well knowing that the 
one manner is calculated to pleafe one 
fet of mer, and the other is equaily 
agreeable to another fet. All things to 
all men is a leading maxim with Black- 
legs. In their drefs they are fome- 
times flovenly, but more often habited 
like half-pay officers. There are few 
of them but what pretend to have 
ferved » but the fervice is 
of that nature which had much better 
be performed by the plague or famine. 

= The country of a biack-legs. 

Perhaps it were unjuft to impute to 
any country the production of Black- 
legs; vet the names of the greater part 
of the Black-legs now in London begin 
with Captain O’ or Mr, ©’, Hence, 
5 fome 
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fome infer that——but we will not 
vouch for the truth of this. 


The refidence of a Black-legs. 


London is the head-quarters of this 
refpeGtable corps, and particularly the 
taverns, ‘hotels, and bagnios of that 
a of London, commonly called the 

eft End. In the play-houfes and 
opera-houfe they are frequently to be 
feen, fecking whiom they may devour. 
Their fummer refidence is at fome of 
the watering places, which are well 
calculated for their purpofes, as the 
idle and the rich generally crowd to 
fuch places for amufement and wafte of 
time. 

They are generally connefted with 
fome women of infamous -charaéter, 
who frequent play-houfes, and feduce 
fome sine ing youth to their lodg- 
angs, where one of the Black-legs con- 
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trives to pop iz, as it were by accident. 
The confequence is obvious.. 
The end of Black-legs. 

Black-legs rarely die in their beds. 
The gallows or a duel generally end 
their days. But it is a aie that 
our laws are fo remifs, that a Black-legs 
feldom can be hanged unlefs he deviate 
from the common path, and forge bills, 
or go to the highway. 

This, Sir, is the general outline o 


‘a chara&ter, which ef all others feems 


the moft difgraceful to: human nature. 
Yet I fear all we can do is to expofe it. 
We can expect but little affiftance from 
men of rank, fince fuch are the men 
to whom the wretches we have been 
defcribing owe ‘their exiftence. 
Iam, Sir, with refpect, 
Your moft obedient, 
THEOPHRASTUS. 
London, March 12, 1784. 


SESE ILS ET ERIS 


DESCRIPTION OF THE ROSE NOBLE OF HENRY V. 


E Rofe Noble was coined in 

MB, 1422, which was the ninth year 

of the reign of -the victorious Henry 

the Fifth. On the one fide the in- 
{cription is 

Henrzic. Di. Gra. Rex. Ancu. & 

Franc. Dns. His. 

The King is reprefented ftanding in 

a fhip, holding m his right hand a 

Sword, in the left a fhield, with the 

arms of France and England. The 





Fleurs-de-ks are exactly three, and ‘he | 
was the firft that bore them fo. 

The infcription* on the Reverse is 
Inc. AvTemM. TRANSIENS. PER. 
Mepivm. I:ttorv. Isat. 
A-crofs Fleuri, with four Fleurs-de-lis, 
and as many Lions paffant ; over each is 
a crown, and three billets beneath. 
In the centre of the crofs, ina rofe, is 
the letter H; and the whole is in a 

large rofe. 


* The infcription .is taken from St. Luke, Chap. 1V. v.39. The Latin is from the Vulgate | 
tranilation. : 
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THE ENGLISH THEATRE, AND REGISTER OF PUBLIC 
ENTERTAINMENTS. 


HIS winter has not been fruitfal 

in works of genius in any de- 
partment of literature, an obfervation 
which will extend to the theatres. 
Notwithftanding the powers of a Sid- 
dons, a Henderfon, or a Kemble, and 


the mufical and comic ftrength of Co-: 


yent-Garden, the productions hitherto 


have with difficulty foared above mre- 
diocrity, and that rife, we find, was 
immediately previous ‘to their finking 
into oblivion, We are happy to ob- 
ferve that the fate of the performances 
of the feafon has confirmed the pro- 
ptiety af our remarks on.them. 


DRURY-LANE |. . 
THE Dow sz Drscuise, acomic theatre on Tuefday the 24. The cha- 


opera of two ats, was praduced.at this racters amd fable as fellow: 


G gz . Lord | 
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‘Lord Hartwell 
- Sie Richard Evergreen Mr. Parfons. 


Mr. Barrymore. 


Tinfel | Mr. Dodd. 
Sam, a poftillicn Mr. Burion. 
Emily Mifs Phillips. 


Mifs Dor. Evergreen Mrs. Hopkins. 
Rofe, anIrifh waiting Mrs. Wrighten. 


maid 
FABLE. 

Lerd Hartwell being in Paris, re- 
ceives an account of the death of an 
opulent uncle on the mother’s fide, 
who has left him a confiderable eftate 
in Somerfetfhire, on condition that he 
fhall marry the daughter of Sir Richard 
Evergreen, a country gentleman. He 
repairs to London, and proceeds, with- 
out delay, to the country feat of Sir 
Richard, where, inftead of appearing 
in his own’ chara€ter, he gets himfeif 


_introduced in the capacity of a fteward, 


and difcovers himfelf to Mifs Emily, 
the young kady. His lordfhip having 
left at an inn, fifteen miles. from the 
feat of Sir Richard, Sam the poftillion, 
and 'Tinfel the footman. ‘The latter, 
who, as he fays, has finifhed his edu- 
cation in Faris, thinking his mafter 
was gone back to a forms a 
fcheme to perfonate, Lord Hartwell, 
in hopes of .chessning Mifs Emily for 
his wife; and thus ifguifed attempts 


to mollify the inclinations of an Inth 


woman, the waiting maid, but with 


no fort of fuccefs.. After which, how- 


ever, meeting with Mifs Dorothy 
Evergreen, an old maid, and fitter to 
Sit Kichard, he reflects, that the o/d 
tabby, as he calls her, muft have a large 
fortune, which refleétion determines 
him to pay her his addreffes. Having 
been a ftroller for fome time, he takes 
an opportunity of raztizg his paflion 
before the old woman, which happen- 


. ing to fuit the romantic tarn of her 


mind, inclines her to accept of the 


_ matrimonial offer without the leait he- 


fitation, notwithftanding the ideas of 


_¢elicacy and decorum, which feemed 
_to infpire her with fome kind of re- 


Jutancy.on the fit bluth of the prupo- 
fal. ‘Lhe golden hopes of 'Tinfel are 
foon rendered delufive by Lord Hart- 
well’s appearance, and the opera winds 
np with the marriage of his lordthip 
with Mifs Emily Evergreen, 


The author of a comic opera feldom 
has a very large portion of the merjt. 
His bufinefs is to write the dialogue 
and. fongs, although for the moft part 
thefe are the bufinefs of two men. 
But dialogue is a fecondary confidera- 
tion in the prefent tafte—witnefs the 
contemptible ftuff which goes under 
the name of The Poor Soldier, &c. &c. 
The mufic is the principal object, and 
to that principally we fhall confine our 
remarks. Mr. Hook, the compofer, is 
well known at Vauxhall and Ranelagh 
for his various popular airs, in imita- 
ticn of the Scotch, fome of which 
have the merit of originality, although 
the greater part are very trifling, and 
create only temporary fatisfa¢tion. In 
this opera, melody feems to have been 
his aim. Aware that the performance 
of Parke or Richards will always draw 
down applaufe, he refts his fuccefs on 
the execution of the hautboy and vio- 
lin. Except one air, fung by Mifs 
Phillips, this art is every where con- 
fpicuous. It has of late become very 
common, and is no bad proof of de- 
clining genius, as well as fallen tafte. 
But perhaps we may be faid to carry 
matters to too great a degree of nicety, 
if we examine a'trifle of this fort with 
the fame attention that we would em- 

loy in. inveitigating the beauties and 

lemifhes of Handel. Suffice it to fay, 
then, that the mufic is in general plea- 
fing, though not selina and well 
— to the powers of the feveral 
performers, 

The dialogue, we underftand, is the 
prodachian of a lady, and, therefore, 
nas claims on our indulgence. There 
are two or three pa/pab/e hits in it, for 
the fake of which the whole may be 
endured, efpecially as there are no 
wretched puns, nor forced quibbles, to 
raife contempt. ‘The chara¢ter of the 
Irith waiting maid has a kind of no- 


_velty in ‘it. Nothing can equal the 


performance of Mrs. Wrighten in this 
part. ‘Lhe comic powers of this lady 


-are well known, but it is AF 


they are fo little employed. Mifs 
Phillips, Mrs. Hopkins, and Mefirs, 
Parfons, Dodd, and Barrymore did as 
much for their author as they could. 
Parfons, indeed, makes a very vulgar 
: , baronet, 
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baronet, and Dodd is rather too refined 
in his fervitude, but the merit of fome 
actors, among whom thefe may be 
numbered, is that they can give a 








COVEN T- 


THERE has no new piece appeared 
here, during our month. An opera 
was given out, indeed, as the theatrical 
‘ phrafe is, but foon after withdrawn, 
-and another put in its room, called 
Sheravood Fore, founded on the ftory 
of Robin Hood. ‘This is now in re- 
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ftrength to weaknefs, and a meaning to 
infipidity. There is nothing remark- 
able in the writing of the fongs. 


_* 





GARDEN. 


hearfal, and will appear on the firft 
Thurfday after the Paffion week. It 
is—the dialogue we mean—written by 
Mr. M‘Nally, author of Triftram 
Shandy and Retaliation. The mufic 
is compofed by Shields, and, as we are 
informed, is in his very beft manner. 





eS PT: 


OPERA 


Thurfday, March 18, M. D’Auber- 
val, at his benefit, prefented the au- 
dience with a ferious opera, on a new 
plan, at leaft new to this country, for 
the plan is entirely French; the dances 
are interwoven with choruffes and 
fongs, which has a very happy effect 
in giving a relief to the whole, and 
abating the tedioufnefs of the recita- 
tive. ‘The name of the opera is, d/ina, 
or the Queen of Golconda. ‘the poetry 
by Signor A. Andrei, the mufic by Raxz- 
zint. "The characters were reprefented 
thus: 


Alina, Queen of 
| eke 
Alberto, an Eng- 


t Signora Carnevale. 


7 pet > ve Signor Rauzzxini. 
the Queen 
©{mino _( Signor Franchi. 
Utbeck Grandees Signor Bartolini. 
ae Ouse a Signora Schinstti. 


Choruffes and fongs of people, foldiers, 
and fhepherds, fhepherdeffes, &c. &c. 

‘The table of this ferious opera is 
briefly this: Alina, a beautiful, inno- 
cent, and fenfible fhepherdefs, meeting 
with Alberto, the lord of the manor 
where fhe was born, kindled in his 
heart a paffion which he was unabie 
to conceal. In the virtue of Alina, 
Alberto found an obfiacle to his tranf- 
‘ports, and the difference of their con- 
dition was an unfurmountable difficulty 
in the way to that kappinefs which he 
might have enjoyed in an union with 


‘Here the opera begins. 





HOUSE. 


the objet of his wifhes. Alina, who 
felt a mutual paflion for her lover, in 
order to avoid the danger of it, left 
her native country, and after various 
and fingular adventures. arriving at 
Golconda, was by that poopie pro- 
claimed their Queen. In her elevated 
fituation, fhe maintained conftantly her 


‘tender affeétion for Alberto, and with 


that diligence and induftry infeparable 
from a heart that truly loves, fhe 
caufed a village to be built exaétly 
like that of her beloved Alberto’s. 
The caftle, the wood, the garden, the 
river, with a bridge formed of trunks 
of trees, and her own cottage, refembled 
fo exactly thofe of her native fpot, 
that Alina, enticed by a pleafing ulu- 
fion, often retired from the affirs of 
her kingdom, to foothe her love with 
the contemplation of objects fo dear 
to her paflionate heart. Alberto, ad- 
vanced to the rank of a general in 
India, is by his fovereign’s commif- 
fion fent on an embafly to the Queen 
of Golconda, who receives him feated 
on her throne, and coveréd with a 
veil, according to the Afiatic cuftom. 
She knows 
her lover without being known to him, 
and the better to difcover whether he 
{till loves her, fhe prepares for him a 
magnificent entertainment, in which, 
by means of foporiferous flowers, fhe 
gets him lulled to fleep, and caufes him 
to be conveyed to the above-mentioned 
village. Awakening, he is aftonifhed 
at the fight of the place; more fo when 
Alina 
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Alina appears before him, in her 
country. drefs, which the had always 
preferved, and after many endearing 
expreffions. between them, fhe difap- 
pears. In order to come at an un- 
doubted proof of his fidelity, the Queen 
fends a tender to him of her hand and 
crown, and on his refufal of fo great 
an offer, being well affured of his con- 
ftancy, fhe requites it by giving to 
him her hand in marriage, and dividing 
with him her kingdom. 

The fubje& of” the drama is taken 
from the well known novel of Chevalier 
de“ Boufflers, intitléd Akua. 

Such is the ftory of this ferious 
opera, which, but for the interpofition 
of the dances, would be moft infuffer- 
ably dull. The mufic does not add 





March 


much to the reputation of the compofer. 
Excepting the rondeau in the end of 
the firft aét, and an air in the third, 
accompanied by Cramerob/gato, we can 
find very little that attra¢ts attention. 

It is unneceffary to add that the 
dances were in the ftile of the higheft 
perfection, and the fcenery beautiful, 
the laft fpeftacle excelled in fplendour 
and elegance.——D’Auberval,. who 
danced for the firt time, came, faw, 
and conquered. "The opera has been 
announced for a third reprefentation, 
but we do not think it will ever be a 


favourite, at leaft unlefs Pacchierotti 


and Allegranti take the parts now pet. 
formed by Madame Carnevale and 
Signor Rauzzini. 


TT OIE TT Oe aT 


PANTHEON, 


WE hall now only take notice of 
the only mafquerade of this feafon 
which in any degree merits the name. 
‘This was held at the Pantheon, abont 
three weeks fince. It was full of mirth 
and levity. Difencumbered from the 
reftraints of common life, the genuine 
feelings of the mixed affembly burit 
forth, and in their feveral propenfities— 
hefe it was all turbulence and de- 
bauchery—there all fluttering and in- 
trigue. ‘The beauties of the ea/on were 
accoutred in all the elegance of tafte, 
for the purpofes of exhibition. ‘The 
young men in the loofe ornament of a 
domino, tor the convenience of lounging. 
‘The politicians tormed themfelves into 
committees on the ftate of the nation. 
The four-bottle men into rties fora 
debauch. The Scots fatigued them- 
felves with the boifterous exercife of 
the reel, and called it pleafure; the 
fofter beaux of the ‘fouthern climate 
dangled under the arms of one another, 
fimpering to the girls in all the infi- 
pidity of enervation. Some becoming- 
ly employed themfelves in inveftigating 
the chara¢ters of life, as here mixed 
and contrafted; while a few, purfuing 
the true ufe of Mafquerade, endea- 
voured to exhibit the manners of men, 
** 'Y'o fhew vice his own feature, fcorn 
ber own image, and the very ege and 





body of the time his form and pref- 
fure.”” 

There were, perhaps, a thoufand 
mafks in the Rotunda, among whom 
we traced but few of the more elevated 
ranks of life. Engrofled by the fic- 
tions, or involved in the difguifes of 
another mafquerade, they have not 
leifure for innocent and unprofitable 
deceits. Of the characters afew were 


diftinguifhed, if in the prefent age of 


verbal creations we may be allowed 
the term, by the /a/onability of their 
fatire. Peter Pop, a. pawnbroker, was 
decorated with a variety of labels, 
poignant in their application. The 
idea of this charaéter we think was 
new, and the execution was admirable. 
The following are a few of his pledges: 

An eafy chair for a fate/maz about to 
leave off trade—well fuffed—pledged 
by Lord-N—, for — Mh 

The headpiece of a Weftminfter elec- 
tor, /arned in woad, by Sir C— W--, 
for one farthing. 

The ring of prerogative, having of 
Jate been too much fretched, would 
do for no more than 11. 15. 

The breaft-plate of power [brafs] by 
Mr. P—, for three-pence three farthings- 

A weathercock on a gold box, by the 
livery of London, worth no more than 
its weight, 451, . 


A figare 











= 


Tr Pe eve SSeS OS SP Oa SS ee 


— we 





27840. 

_ A fugar-borz, tipped with gold, by 
Capt. » for 10,000]. princepal 
money, to be paid by inffalments. 

- The cloak of patriotifm (it has been 
turned) by the Duke of R » for 
shree-pence balfpenny. 

_ A purfe full of promifes offered by Mr. 
S——., but could not be taken for any 
thing. 

A fox-bunter gave us the following 
yery pointed and laughable fong : 


TALLY HO! 








| YE Statefmen draw near, who, with riotand noife,. 


Hunt for prey in St. Stephen’s wide field, 
Who flutter in fears, or who wanton in joys, 
And the conteft for power will not yield: 
The North wind arifes, a Fox is in view, 
See he fcuds thro’ the valleys below, 
ofition’s low pack his fwift footiteps purfue, 
k forward! huzza! Tally Ho! 
Silly Argument perch’d upon Lambeth’s fat pig, 
A grunting and galloping hies; 
On a large prancing horie Jndependence looks big, 
_ And joins in the {portfman’s loud cries ; 
Behold fecret influence to mount is unfit; 
Prerogative’s bubble lies low, 
Ambition was thrown when it leap’d at a, Pitt, 
Hark forward! huzza! Tally Ho! 


But Reynard, bold Reynard, gets on in the chafe, 
His art and his cunning prevail, 

For the bluft*ring North wind blows fo full in 

their face, 

The unfeafon’d hunters turn tail! 

He leaps ew’ry Sedge the old farmers had made, 
And laughs at their vifage of woe; 

Old Fame will record all the tricks he hasplay’d, 
Hark torward! huzza! Tally Ho! 


A delightful Aay-maker captivated 
every heart with her eels. She was 
the moft exquifite dancer of the High- 
land reel we ever faw, and fo ever- 
lafting, that fhe triumphed over every 
Scot, male and female, in the place; 
their attempts both to recognize and 
fatigue her were ineffectual; the only 
thing which to their difcomfiture they 
did find out was, that fhe was born on 
this fide the Tweed. 

Lfaac Ifrael, a Jew merchant, and 
dealer in old clothes, was an admirable 
character, and moft happy in his points. 
He fung and diftributed feveral fongs, 
which we fhall give on a future day. 
His hand-bill of wares upon fale had 
alfo wit.’ The following were fome 
of his articles: | 

The petticoat of fecret influence! of 
matchlefs workmanfhip! found on the 


‘back ftairs of the palace of the King 
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of Cytherea, fuppofed to have been 
dropped by a Maid of Honour, a Lady 
of the Bed-chamber, or a Lord of the 
Privy Seal! 

The gardle of public ruin! invented 
and worn by Pandora, for the deitruc- 
tion of mankind; and lately adopted 
by all the ladies of the ton, in the 
capital of the above-mentioned ifland. 

The cap of public rumour! adorned 
with the feathers of Folly, the flowers 
of vitiated fancy, and the ears of Midas! 

The wig of oratory! adorned with 
curls, compofed of feathers, taken from 
the heads of the fublime and beautiful 
geefe in the land of Gotham; much in 


requeft among the fenatorial ganders of 


that country! 
A bag of pcifon! compofed of ingre- 
dients of fo fubtle a nature, as are 


calculated to deftroy every living crea- 


ture, in whofe breaft conftitence, 
public faith, private honour, and native 
Innocence exift; peculiarly. dangerous 
to the patriots of all free countries! 


A frauk for conveying members of 


rliament, from Ainodilac, to Nodno- 
lada; fuppofed to have been invenied 
about the fame time with air-ballooia, 
about two thoufand years ago, more or 
lefs! 

A couple of countrymen were excel- 
lent; and feveral of the female cha- 
ra¢ters had great f{prightlinefs and wir. 

A Batlad Singer {ung tife following 
fong: 

Tune—* Amo, Amas, Se. Se.* 
LINGO. 
POTO potas, 
I drink a glats 
To the man who won’t furrender ; 
Youth marks his face 
In the vocative cale, 
And he’s of the doubtful gender; 
Horum corum 
Rowlorum, 
Loaves and fifhes plenty; 
Shim fham rca Treatury, and Coumcils: 
We all love Es in prafenti. ' 


Poto potas, 
I drink the lafs 
Who loves the pungo punxi; 
With lado, ludo, divido, truda, 
Ex do fcmper faciunt fi: 
Horum, corum, 
Hot cocolorum, 
Love and kitles plenty; aa 
Smack fmock, diddledaddle, mafculinum genus, 
We all-love- Es ip preteati. 
Thea 
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Then fill your glafs 
Each lad and lafs, . 
Who here have ftood and heard us; 
May each knave {wing 
In an hempen ftring, 
Bos, fur, atque facerdos ; 
Horum, corum, 
Snip {nap fnorum, 
Cords and gibbets plenty ; 
Chipchop, Temple-bar, Tower-hill, and Tyburn, 
To give us Es in prefenti. 








There were a number of the ufual 
charaéters, Highlanders, Sailors, Jews, 
Harlequins, one of whom was the beft 
in every point of view that we ever 
faw, and his Columbine was alfo ele- 
gant. Mother Shipton, Merlin ina go- 
cart, a Mercury, a Footman, a Jockey, 
and all the train of warehoufe nonfenfe. 
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LITERARY REVIEW. 


ARTICLE XLVIII. 


T HE Philofophical Tranfa&ions of the Royal Society of London, Vol. UXXIII. for 
the Year 1783. 4to. Lockyer Davis. 


{ Continued from page 139- ) 


FOR the three firft papers of this 
volume, our readers muft confult the 
laft number of the Literary Review. 
‘The following are the contents of the 
fourth: 

IV. A Defeription of a Species of 


Sarcocele of a moft aftonifhing Size in 
a Black Man in the Ifland of Senegal ; 
with fome Account of its being an en- 
demial Difeafe in the Country of Ga- 
lam. By J]. P.Schotte, M. D. Com- 
municated by Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart. 
P, R. S. 
(Read Dec. 19, 1782.) 

The account of this extraordinary 
{welling is as follows : 

‘* Mr. Bifhopp, furgeon in chief of the pro- 
vince of Senegambia (who now refides in Lon- 
don) telling me one day, that he was geing to 
fee a poor black man of the Bambara natior, 
afilicted with a moft extraordinary and dreadful 
diieafe in his tefticles, 1 accompanied him, be- 
ing glad of the opportunity of feeing it. We 
entered the hut, and faw the man lying on a 
negro bed, elevated about a foot from the ground. 
He faid to Mr. Bithopp, that there was again 
an ulcer on his ferotum, which had made him 
take the liberty to requeft his attendance. I 
looked at the fcrotum, and found it of an afto- 
nilhing fize; but the place where he lay being 
dark, the hut having no windows, and thole 
people having no candles, he was afked if he 
could not walk towards the door, that we might 
fe¢ better.’’ 

This he effeéted, not without much difficulty, 
{upporting the enormous fcrotum partly by a long 
cotton fheet, which was flung round his neck, 
gud partly fliding it on the ground. Dr. Schotte 
then proceeds: ‘* I was aftonifhed at its enor- 

ous fize, when I faw it in the light, and yet 

neglected to meafure it, thinking at the tine, 
as is often the cafe, that I fhouid haye oppor- 
tunitics enough to do it; but the fudden inva- 
fion of the ifland by the French prevented me 


afterwards from performing it. However, ac- 
cording to my guels, and without any exaggera- 
tion, the whole mats might be about two feet 
and a half long trom the os pudis to its lower 
extremity, and about eighteen inches in diame- 
ter acrois from thigh to thigh. Its weight I 
will only ftate at itity pounds, as it was eiti- 
mated by Mr. Bifhopp, though I believe it to 
have been more, and indeed from its dimenfions, 
and from its being a folid mafs, it mutt certain- 
ly have exceeded that weight. It was of an ob- 
long form, and refembled in fome meafure the 
fhape of the fcrotuin of a bull. It felt very hard 
to the touch, and the ikin of it was fo tght, 
that it could not be pinched by the fingers. The 
penis was quite hid in the bulk, as generally 
happens when the fcrotum is much extended, 
and may be eafily comprehended by thofe who 
have feen large ruptures. ‘The ikin of the pe- 
rinzum and of the abdomen was drawn down- 
wards, the navel being nearer to the os pudis 
than it is in the natural ftate. There was a 
large aperture formed by the fkin about a foot 
downwards from the os pudis, rather inciining 
towards the right fide, out of which the urine 
came, which, however, did not run in a ftream, 
but came irregularly from all the interior fides 
of the aperture.’’ 

There was a large ulcer on the anterior part 
of the fcrotum, which had originated in a puf- 
tule or boil. It ditfered nothing in nature or 
appearance from common ulcers, and was gra- 
dually healed by the ordinary mode of treat- 
ment, as feveral {maller ones had been before. 

*¢ The man was rather thin than fat, and 
might be about fifty years old. His abdomen 
feemed rather empty, and appeared drawn in 
towards the fpine; yet | do not think that any 
of the inteftines had defcended into the fcrotums 
or if any had paficd down, the annuli of the ab- 
domen muft have been fo dilated as not to oc- 
cafion the leaft obftruction in them ; for he ne- 
ver had, to my knowledge, any of thofe com- 
plaints or fymptoms which attend ruptures. 
Befides this, it is to be obferved, that ruptureg 
are not very common among the blacks about 
Senegal; indeed, J can fay, that I never faw one 
of them. ' 


“ Having 
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“¢ Having thus far given an account of what 
I faw myfelf of this remarkable difeafe, I fhall 
now relate what I have been credibly informed 
‘of by other people concerning its beginning and 
progrefs. The man had been purchafed up the 
river as a flave, when he was about the age of 

uberty, and brought down to Senegal, where 
he was kept as a houfe-fervant by an opulent 
inhabitant. He was for fome years healthy and 
well; but afterwards his tefticles began to fwell 
infenfibly, without inflammation, pain, or an 
other inconvenience. ‘They increafed gradually, 
though flowly, and became fome years after of 
*fuch a bulk, that he was neither able to walk 
nor perform his ufual work. ‘That he might, 
however, not be quite idle, as he was otherwife 
‘a ftout and able fellow, he ufed to cut bars of 
iron into pieces of a foot long, which bear a 
certain price at Senegal, and go among the 
‘blacks like current money. ‘This he could do 
fitting with a chifel and hammer, and a fmall 
anvil placed before him on the ground, his legs 
bent under him, and the big fcrotum refting on 
the ground. Mr. Bifhopp had feen him perform 
this work for many years; at laft, however, the 
ferotum increafed to fuch a degree, that the great 
bulk prevented him from doing it any longer. 
From the time that the diforder had firft begun 
to fhow itfelf to the time 1 faw him, five and 
twenty years had elapfed; he was alive when I 
left the ifland in February, 1779, and may be 
fo now.’’ 


Dr. Schotte acknowledges that this 
was the only man he ever {aw afilicted 
with this difeafe at Senegal, and ex- 
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plains the information upon which he 
was induced to believe it endemial in 
the country of Galam, of which this 
man was a native. It lies eafi of Se- 
negal, at the diftance of nine hundred 
Knglifh miles, and its inhabitants are 
called Bambaras. From his 2ecount it 
appears fufhciently credible. The rea- 
der will not expect much fatisfaction 
from an attempt to invefligate the 
caufes of an endemial difeafe among a 
barbarous people, at the diftance of nine 
hundred miles, of whom the only ac- 
counts were obtained from the inhabi- 
tants of Senegal, who go annually ina 
fleet of {mall craft to Galam for trade. 
Dr. Schotte conjectures that it may be 
owing to the immoderate ufe of Cay- 
enne pepper among a people to whom 
polygamy in its utmoft extent is law- 
ful and cuftomary, which, befides a&t- 
ing as a provocative, produces dull 
pain and turgefcency in thofe parts. 
Subjoined is a curious note concernin 

the Marahbuts, or Mahometan priefls, 
of the black nations, which we may lay 
before our readers on a future occafion. 

(To be continued.) 


Writ 


ten at Paris foon after the Afcenfion and Defcenfion of the famous Air-Baltoon: Exbi- 
bited in the Prefence of their Moft Chriftian Majefties, at Verfailles, Sept. 19, 1783. 
Imitated in Englifh, by a Spectator, and illufirated with a Print of the Air-Balloon. 
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THERE is a good deal of humour 
in this dramatic fable, though the 
thought be not original, as we have 
frequently been entertained with dia- 
logues between the Heads on Temple- 
Bar, and the Giants in Guildhall. 

After the Cock and Duck have en- 
couraged the Sheep not to be affaid, or 
lament the want of wings, and have 
beftowed a fort of ironical eulogy on 


Montgolfier, the fable thus concludes: 


The Duck. 

But a melancholy thought comes acrofs me. 
The Cock. 

What is it? 
The Duck. 


We know the bold ambition of the human 
race; hitherto the air has been the proper element 
and juft right of us birds. What if thefe inno- 
vating aerial navigators fhould difpoflefs us of 
Our empire? 

Tie Cock. 

I think we need not apprehend that; I can 

venture to conclud= that man, from what he has 
Lene. Mas. March 1784. 


experienced, will makea better ufe of the art of 
flying, than he has done of the art of failing. 
No, indebted to philofophy and the humane 
fentiments it infpires, and which man now 
prides himfelf on, it is not the {pirit of ambition, 
but a laudable curiofity, which urges his flights 
upwards. Not iflands yet unknown, nor tracts 
ot continental land, he withes to fubdue, but 
poUBTS; to find out ufeful wuths, and turn to 
good account the fearch of nature; to explore her 
fecret operations in the atmofphere, where in her 
wonder-working laboratory he may gaze with 
a ref{pectiul awe, and fee her a€t; behold her 
form the meteors, fnow, and rain; the hail, the 
lightning; and even mark the moment of the 
thunder’s burft. Who knows? Perhaps, -he’ll 
foar beyond the atmofphere, and reach the 
diitant moon! 
The Duck. 

Up to the moon! odds cacklings, let them gp, 

and ftay there; it is the fitteft place for them. © 
The Cock. 

That’s a low and hackney’d phrafe, my 
muddy friend ;* but I expected no other from fuch 
a groveling critic as youe However, I do'not 
give this as a general opinion; there are reafons 
why they cannot go fo tar as the moon; but as 

Hih they 
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they will be incemprehenfible to your under- 
ftanding, you'll excule my acquainting you with 
them. 

The Duck. 

*©O! I don’t want. to know them: what 
you have hitherto faid is a great deal too learned 
for me.- I fhould be much better pieafed to 
know, that is, if you can tell me, where we 
ourlelves are going: is it to Meudon, to Saint 
Cloud, to Pantin, or to Goneffe *? 

The Cock. 

A good guefs indeed: our fhorteft journey will 
be to America, ee on’t. 

be SHEEP. 

Surely 1 am not mittaken; I think we don’t 
feem to rife at all now. 

The Duck. 

To America, did you fay, we are going ? Why 
we move in a ftraight line towards the ~Eait; 
that’s not the way to America, I’m {fure. 

The Cock. 

I don’t fay it is; perhaps the variation of the 
compafs caules this direction; but when we 
have got into the trade winds, I know we fhall 
fteer itraight tor Philadelphia. 

The Duck. 

Odd’s gutters! I fee a town; how very fmall 

jtlooks: it can’t be Paris, is it? 
‘The Cock. 

No faith! 1 believe we aie far enough from 
thence. 
The Ducx. 

And the river yonder that runs acrofs it, the 
fight of which gives me fuch joy: do you know 
the name of it? 

The Cock. 

Perhaps it is the river of the Amazons, or, 
‘very likely, the Nile; they are very near cach 
other. By the bye, you aik me a dev’lifh num- 
ber of queitions; had I been an ignorant village 
‘cock, 1 could never have aniwered them. 

The Suexrr. 

O mercy! we defcend at a violent rate. I 
think we are tumbling. 

‘The Duck. 

Faith, we are fo, indeed! 

The Suser. 

O Lud!,O Lud! 

The Duck. 

"Take care, take care. 

The Cock. 

Pretty mufic, faith, What the devil do you 
{cream fo for? Have you loit your feutes, gen- 
tlemen 2? 

The Duck. 

Why don’t you fee how fait we are going to 
the ground? I tell you this looks dev’liihly like 
a tumble. 

The Cock. 

Poh! no fuch thing; we are gently alighting 
on fome diftant fhore. 

The SHEEP. 

The fellow’s mad! we are not ten yards from 
the ground: it’s all over with us. 

The Ducks 
Down we go, bang. 

The Suxer. 
I am a dead fheep. 


REVIEW. 


March 
The Duck. 


I am buried alive. 

The Cock. 

No, no, you are both of you as well as can 
be; we have landed rather aukwardly I mutt 
confels, and it has made my head giddy; but no 
matter, let us vifit the country; let’s fee if we 
can find any inhabitants +. 

The Surer. 

Heaven fend it may be a defert: if I was fure 
of not meeting with men, I fhould biefs myfelf 
for making this voyage; that hope revives me. 
I think 1 have got a good appetite by being in 
the air; here’s grafs; by your leave, 1’ll browze 


a-bit. 
The Duck. 

I was juft going to fet you an example. Gobe 
ble is the word, fo here goes. 

The Cock. 

The more I look about here, the more I re» 
collect where Lam. I begin to think, my dear 
friends, we have not been very tar indeed. 

The Duck. 

So, then, we may bid adieu to Americag 
you’ll fee none of your Numidian ladies, my 
friend; there’s an end of our conftellations, and 
all our glory’s turned topfy-turvy. 

The Cock. 

No, our glorious profpects are as fair as ever; 
at leait, I think mine fo. - What, is it then from 
a cafual event, ever liable to a thoufand incon- 
veniences, particularly in a firft attempt, that 
we are to judge of the merit of an experiment? 
This has not fucceeded fo favourably as was ex- 
pected, it is true; well, it will turn out better the 
next time. Are we not, however, aflured that 
bodies of great weight may be raifed and carried 
through the air; we have found a. principle to 
act on; time, frequent experiments, and man’s 
induftry, will bring this admirable difcovery to 
perfection; yes, this offspring of genius will 
reach its maturity. Alas! my head turns round, 
I am grown, fuddenly, exceeding weak; but, 
mind, I do not recant a fingle fyllable I have 
prophefied, and fhall fupport my opinion with 
my dying breath. 

The Duck. 
Here are men running towards us. 
The Suxeer. 

So much the worfe for us. This is the moft 

diitrefling part of our adventure. 
Th Duck. 

If they afk us any queftions, my advice is, to 
make them no anfwer. 

‘The Suxep. 

What do they want more of us? All 1 ak 
of them is to browze in peace and quiet. 
, | The Duck. 

If they would but tofs me into a good fifh- 
pond, I fhould not care what they did wiih the 
whole univerfe befide. 

The Cock. 

I’m afhamed of your company.—Bafe-born 
ideas! My with, if I recover, is once more to 
{pring aloit in air. If I perith, I have the con- 
folation of dying a glorious victim to the_ molt 
fublime and aftonifhing of all difcoveries. 


Art. 


* The village near which the balloon, which was fent up from the Champ de Mars, fell. 
4 The Sailoon came down fo gently, thac aone of the animals were hurt but the cock, who wounded 
fis head by iluttering ia the wicker cage whercin they were consned. 
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Art. L. An Account of the Life and Writings of the late William Hunter, M. D.. 
F. R.S. and §.A. Member of the Royal College of Phyficians, Phyfician Extra- 
ordinary to the Queen, Confulting Phyfician to the Britifh Lying-in Hopital, and Pro- 
feljor of Anatomy in the Royal Academy of London; one of the Foreign Affociates of the 


Royal Academy of Sciences, and of the Royal Medical Society at Paris, Se. 


Read on 


the 6th of Auguft, 1783, at a General Meeting of the Society of Phyficians of London, 
of which he was Prefident, and publifoed at their RequefR. By Samuel Foart Sim- 
mons, M.D. F.R.S. Member of the Royal College of Phyficians, London; Honorary 
Fellow of the Royal College of Phyficians of Lorraine; and one of the Foreign Affa- 


ciates of the Royal Medical Society at Paris. 


THIS isa well written elegant tribute 
to the memory of the late Dr. Hunter, 
fo defervedly celebrated as a phyfician 
and anatomift. This little work con- 
tains a variety of interefting anecdotes, 
interfperfed with occafional criticifms 
on his writings and difcoveries, in 
which his ingenious biographer difplays 
great knowledge, accuracy, and candour. 
The materials on which it is grounded 
are authentic. ‘They were furnifhed b 
the family and friends of the deceafed. 
In a word, this little work is a proof 
that Dr.Simmons, with his profeifional 
talents unites no common fhare of 
literary talents. Asa fpecimen of the 
work, we fhall prefent our readers with 
Dr. Simmons’ account of the perfon 
and character of Dr. Hunter. 


“‘ Of the perfon of Dr. Hunter, it may be 
obferved, that he was regularly fhaped, but of a 
flender make, and rather below a middle {tature. 

‘¢ There are feveral good portraits of him exe 
tant. Qneof thefe is an unfinifhed painting * 
by Zoffany, who has reprefented him in the 
attitude ef giving a lecture on the mufcles at the 
Royal Academy, furrounded by a groupe of 
academicians. Of the engraved prints ot him 
which have appeared, I give the preference to 
that executed by Collyer, from the portrait by 
Chamberlin, in the council chamber of the 
Royal Academy. It exhibits an accurate and 
ftriking refemblance of his features. 

«¢ His manner of living was extremely fimple 
and frugal, and the quantity of his tood was 
fmall, as well as plain. He’ was an early rifer, 
and when bufineis was over, was conitantly 
engaged in his anatomical purfuits, or in his 
mufeum. 

‘¢It has been faid that he was reftrained by 
mere parfimony from indulging in the luxuries 
and amufements which captivate the generality 
af people who refide in this great city. But he 
feems to have had no relifh for them, and con- 
trived to live, in the midit of a crowd, matter 
of himfelf, and of his own purfuits. It may 
with truth be afferted, that he never iuffered his 
economy to interfere in matters where the dig- 


* This picture is in the poffeffion of Mr. Baillie. 
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nity of his character, or the intereft of fcience 
were concerned. 

** There was fomething very engaging in his 
manner and addrefs, and he had fuch an ap- 
pearance of attention to his patients, when he 
was making his inquiries, as could hardly fail to 
conciliate their confidence and efteem.—In con- 
fultation with his medical brethren, he delivered 
his opinions with difidence and candour.—In 
familiar converfation he was chearful and unaf- 
fuming. 

‘¢ All who knew him allow that he poffeffed an 
excellent underitanding, great readinefs of. per- 
ception, a good memory, and a found judgment. 
To thefe intelleCtual powers he united uncommon 
affiduity and precifion, fo that he was admirably 
fitted for anatomical inveitigation. 

** As a teacher of anatomy he has been long 
and defervedly celebrated.—He was a good ora- 
tor, and having a clear and accurate conception 
of what he taught, he knew how to place in dif- 
tinct and intelligible points of view the moit 
abitrufe fubjects of anatomy and phyfiology, 
Among other methods of explaining and illui- 
trating his doctrines, he uled frequently to in- 
troduce fome appofite ttory or cafe that had oc- 
curred to him in his practice, and few men had 
acquired a more interefling fund of anecdotes 
of this kind, or related them in a more agree- 
able manner. He had the talent of intufing 
much of his ardour into his pupils, and if ana- 
tomical knowledge is more diffufed in this coune 
try than formerly, we are indebted for this, in a 
great meafure, to his exertions. 

“ Tohim, likewife. we owe much of the mo- 
deration and caution which now prevail among 
difcreet and intelligent practitioners of mid- 
witery, in the ufe of inftruments. ‘* I admit 
(faid he, in one of bis lateft publications +) 
that the forceps may fometimes be -of fervice, 
and may fave either the mother or child. I 
have fometimes ufed it with advantage, and, 
I believe, never materially hurt a mother or 
child with it, becaufe l always ufed it with fear 
and circumfpection. Yet, I am clearly of opi- 
nion, from all the information which I have 
been able to procure, that the forceps (midwitery 
inftruments in general, I fear) upon the whole, 
has done more harm than good.’ In his leCiures 
he had uniformly delivered the fame excellent 
fentiments. 

‘¢ How much he contributed to the improve- 
ment of medical fcience in general may “be 

Hh 2 collected 

The portrait of Dr. Hunter is the only part of 


it that is tinifhed. Of the other figures, Mr. Zofftany had only traced the out-lines, when he em« 


harked for the Eatt-Indies. 


+ Reflections relative to the operation of cutiing the Symphyfis of the Offa Pubis. 
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collected from the concife view. we have taken 
of iis writings. 

«« The munificence he difplayed in the caufe 
of fcience has likewife a claim to our applaufe.— 
Perfons of an invidious turn of mind, who feek 
to depreciate his merit in this refpect, may, 
perhaps, endeavour to trace the motive by 
which he was a¢tuated, and afcribe to vanity 
what dcferves rather to be confidered as a com- 
mendable love of fame. It is certain that Dr. 
Hunter facrificed no part of his time or his for- 
tune to voluptuoufnefs, to idle pomp, or to 
any of the common objects of vanity that in- 
fluence the purfuits of mankind in general. He 
fegms to have been animated with a defire of 
diitinguifhing himfelf in thofe things which are 
in their nature laudable; and being a bachelor, 
and without views for eitablifhing a family, he 
was at liberty to indulge his inclination. Let 
us, therefore, not withhold the praife that is 
due to him; and at the fame time let it be ob- 


March 


ferved, that his temperance, his prudence, his 
perfevering and eager purfuit of knowledge con- 
ftitute an example which we may with advan- 
tage to ourfelves, and to focicty, endeavour to 
imitate.”’ 

Thus concludes the account of the 
great Hunter, whofe character Dr. 
Simmons has well pourtrayed. We 
cannot conclude this little article with- 
out remarking, that Dr. Hunter has 
been fortunate in his biographer, as 
we think that the lives g proffional 
men fhould be written by authors in 
the fame line of employment, as they 
mutt be the beft judges, while they are 
unbiaffed, in feveral material points of 
the conduct of their brethren. 


Art. LI. Memorials of Human Superfition; being a Paraphrafe and Commen- 
tary on the Hifioria Flagellantium of the Abdé Boilean, Doéior of the Sorbonne, 
Canon of the Holy Chapel, Se. By one wko is not a Door of the Sorbonne. 24 


Edit. 8vo. Robinfon. 


THIS book, in the firft quarto 
edition, was intituled ** The Hiftcry of 
the Flagellants, otherwife of Religious 
Fiagellants, among different Nations, 
and efpecially among Chriftians.” ‘The 
author, for obvious reafons, has very 
judicioufly changed the name of his 
work, andit is henceforth to be called 
Memorials of HumanSuperfition. Nor 
is the title the only part of thefe Me- 
moirs which the author has difplayed 
his judgement in correcting. For in 
thiy octavo edition, with which the 
public are here prefented, we find fe- 
veral improvements. ‘The fize itfelf 
of an ottavo feems better calculated 
for a work of a humorous nature than 
the quarto, in which it formerly ap- 

eared. 

‘This very fingular book is now ge- 
nerally underftood to be the perforin- 
ance of the author of the celebrated 
work on the Con/titution of England. 
It is faid to have been written in con- 
fequence of a wager. Be that as it 
may, it muft be confeffed the author 
has made the moft of his fubjeét, and 
has found means to fill a large octavo 
book, not widely printed, with acon- 
tinual fucceflion of entertaining facts 
and fenfible obfervations. 

{n order to give the reader an idea 
of the contents and manner of the 
work, we fhall lay a few articles be- 


fore him. ‘The fixth chapter contains 
the following account : 


** But the moft curious inftance of religious 
flagellations among the Remans, and, indeed, 
among all other nations, was the feftival that 
was called Lwpercaliaz. It was performed in 
honour of the god Pan, and had been contrived 
in Arcadia, where it was celebrated fo early as 
the time of King Evander, and was afterwards 
brought over to Italy. In this feftival a number 
of men ufed to dance naked, as Virgil informs 
us: * Here (fays he) the dancing Salii, and naked 
Luperci.’” And Servius, in his. Commentary 
upon thefe words of Virgil, explains to us who 
thefe Luperci were. They were men who, 
upon certain folemnities, ufed to ftrip themfelves 
intirely naked; in this fituation they ran about 
the ftreets, carrying {traps of leather in their 
hands, with which they itruck the women they 
met in their way. Nor did the women run 
away from them; on the contrary, they wil- 
lingly pretented the palms of their hands, in or- 
der to receive the blows; imagining, through a 
fuperftitious notion received among the Ro- 
mans, that thefe blows, whether applied to their 
hands or to their belly, had the power to render 
them fruitful, or procuring them an eafy de- 
livery. 

** The fame facts are alluded to by Juvenal, 
who fays, in his fecond fatire, * Nor is it of any 
‘ervice to her to offer the palms of her hands to 
animble Lupercus.’ And the ancient {choliait 
on Juvenal obferves on this verfe, that barren 
women in Rome ufed to throw themfelves into 
the way of the Luperci, when become furious, 
aud were beaten by them with ftraps. 

_‘* Feitus, in his book on the Signification of 
Kiords, iniorms us that the Luperct were fome- 
umes called Crepi, on account ot the noife (cre 
pitws) they mace with their ftraps, when uey 
ruck the women with them: * For it is a cuf- 
toma among the Romiaus (the fame author coi- 
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tinues) for men to run about naked, during the 
feftival of the Lupercalia, and to itrike the wo- 
men they meet with fraps.’ 

‘¢ The fame feftival has alfo been mentioned 
by Prudentius, in his Roman Martyr. * What 
is the meaning of this fhameful ceremony? By 
thus running about in the fhape of Luperci, you 
fhew that you are perfons of low condition. 
Would you not deem a man to be the meaneft of 
flaves, who would run naked about the ftreets, 
amufing himfelf with ftriking the young women.’ 

‘“< From thefe fentiments, delivered by Pru- 
dentius, we might be induced to think that 
only perfons of low condition, in Rome, or 
even flaves alone, ufed to rum in the feftival of 
the Lwpercalia: yet this does not feem to have 
been the cafe, and the lines of that author ap- 
pear to have contained more declamation than 
truth. 

«© The Lwuperci were in very early times 
formed into two bands, which, ‘from the names 
of two of the moft diftinguifhed families in 
‘Rome, were called Quintiliani“and Fabiani; 
and to thefe athird band was afterwards added, 
which was called Fuliani, from J. Czfar’s 
name. Mark Anthony, as every ont knows, 
did not fcruple to rum at one of the Luperci ; and 
if he was atterwards inveighed againit by feve- 
ral perfons, and among others by Cicero, his 

rfenal enemy, it was owing to his being con- 
ful when he thus ran naked about the ftreets: 
a thing, it was faid, which had never been done 
by any conful betore him. 

“« The feftival we fpeak of continued (which 
may furprife the ‘cadet t be celebrated fo late 
as the year 496, that is, long after the general 
eftablifhment of Chritianity; and perfons of 
noble families not only continued to run among 
the Luperci, but a great improvement was more- 
over made about thofe times in the ceremony : 
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the ladies, no longer contented with being flapped 
on the palms of their hands as formerly, uied 
to ftrip themfelves naked, in order both to give 
a fuller fcope to the Lupereus to difplay the 
vigour and agility of his arm, and enjoy, them- 
felves, the entertainment of a more complete 
flagellation. The whole ceremony being thus 
brought to that degree of perfection, was fo well 
relifhed by all parties, that it continued to fub- 
fift (as hath juft now been obferved) long atter 
the other ceremonies of paganifm were abolith-- 
ed; and when Pope Gelafius at laft put an end 
to it, he met with a ftrong oppofition from all 
orders of men, fenators as well as others. The 
general difcontent became even fo great, that 
the Pope, after he had carried his point, was 
obliged to write his own apology, which Baros 
nius has preferved: one of his arguments was 
drawn from the above practice of ladies, of ftrips 
ping themfelves naked in public, in order to be 
lafhed. Apud illos nobiles ipf currebant, & 


matronge nudato corpore vapulabant.’’ 

In the fixteenth chapter the author 
gives an account of the wantonnefs of 
priefts and confeffors, in regard to 
their female penitents. ‘This chapter 
may as well be paffed by. 

In our next we fhall conclude our 
account of thefe memoirs. ‘The va- 
riety of fubjects, and abundance of 
matter, which have crowded in upon 
us this month, oblige us to curtail of 
their ufual length the articles in the 
Literary Review. In future, however, 
we hope to make amends for this de- 
ficiency. 


Art. LII. The Rife and Progrefs of the Scandinavian Poetry. A Poem, in 
ywo Parts, By Mr. Ferningham. 4to. Robfon. 


FROM the fpecimens of poetical 
talents with which Mr. Jerningham 
has already favoured the public, every 
work with his name prefixed naturally 
excites curiofity. We have often ad- 
mired Mr. Me compofitions, but we 
freely confefs, that he has never, in 
our opinion, affumed the charaéter of a 
poet with more fuccefs, in any of his 
‘cable Ge ye than in the Rife and 

rogrefs of the Scandinavian Poetry. 

Of the materials and fubje@ of this 
ieee we fhall prefent Mr. Jerning- 

am’s own account: 
ADVERTISEMENT to Parr I. 


** The materials that form the firft part of the 
following poem are taken from the Scandinavian 
peetics, The Eppa! la the remarks on the 
third fable of the Edda are thefe words, ‘A 
powerful Being had with his breath animated 
the drops cut of which the firft eiant was 
formed. ‘This Being, whom the Edda atiecis 





not to name, was entirely diftin& from Odin, 
who had his birth long after the formation of the 
giant Ymir.’—This firit agent, or genius, whom 
the Edda affects not to name, is fuppofed in the 
following poem to create from his own imme- 
diate power the fyitem of the Scaldic mythology. 
As it would have been impoftlible to introduce 
the whole fyitem without running into a tedious 
enumeration; the principal features of it are only 
retained (fufficient it is prefumed) to give fome 
idea of the character of the Northern poetry. 
Among other omiffions, the reader will find that 
no mention is made of Gimle, the manfion of 
blifs that was appropriated to the reception of the 
virtuous, nor of Naftrande, the abode of the 
impious, thefe places not being fuppofed to exift 
in their full extent till the general deftruction of 
the world; whereas the hall of Odin, and the 
caves of Hela, were peculiarly the Elyfium ‘and 
the Tartarus of the Runic poetry: they are per- 
petually referred to in the ancient fongs of the 
Scalds, and the wild fyftem of thefe contraited 
abodes feems well calculated to encouraze that 
{pirit of war aad enterprize which runs through 
the whole Scandinavian minftrelfey. 

‘© Some expreifions taken from the Edda 
may 
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may appear obf{cure without an explanation: in 
the language of the Scalds the world is ftiled the 
great veflel that floats on the ages.—The rainbow 
the bridge of the Gods.—To drink the blood of 
fricndfhip alludes to a ceremony performed by 
two warriors when they enter into an alliance of 
friend{hip: they made incifions in their arms or 
breaft, and taiting each other’s blood, they 
mutually fwore, that the death of the firft of 
them who fell in battle thould not pafs un- 
revenged. 

“¢ To celebrate the mafs of weapons was to 
fight agcinit the Chriftians, whofe religious fenti- 
ments the Scandinavians held in contempt, as 
thinking them adverfe to the fpirit of war. 

** The Valkeries are a female troop whom 
Odin fends to the field of battle upon invifible 
fteeds; their funGion is to choofe fuch as are 
defined to flaughter, and conduct their fpirits to 
the Paradife of the Brave. 

‘« Fenris is a large wolf, who is to break his 
chains at the general conflagration, and to 
{wallow the fun.”’ 

ADVERTISEMENT to Part II. 

‘« The temple of Upfal was deftroyed by 
Ingo 1075——a Chriftian cathedral was erected 
© is ruins fourfcore years after. At the intro- 
dudiion of Chriitianity, the interpofition of 


angels, and the appearance of ghofts grew fa- 
miliar to the Scandinavian poetry, which was 
afierwards enriched by allegories, and by the 


accellion of new images, which flowed to it 
throvgh various channels, particularly from the 
Eait. See Richardfon’s Diilertation. 

«« When colleges were founded, and the ge- 
ner2! attention was direcied to claffical learning, 
the wild conceptions of the Scaldic mintitrels 
gradually fell into difufe.”” 

r . . 

i he two advertifements contain the 
fubje&t of this poem. We fhall not 
J 
attempt to follow the author through 
every part of this performance, but 
content ourfelves with giving a ge- 


_ neral character of it, and prefenting an 


extract to our reader. 

The verfification is flowing and 
fpirited, and Mr. Jerningham feems 
very jydicioufly to have infufed into 
it a kind of folemnity, which is well 
adapted to the fubject. In fome places, 
where the wildnefs of the Scandinavian 


‘Imagery prevails, or the lively imagi- 


nation of the author luxuriates, we 
wanted notes,oracommentary. ‘Thefe 
may, probably, be given in a future 
edition. 

In our poetical department, our 
readers have already feen a fhort fpeci- 
menof Mr. Jerningham’sabilities. To 
that we fhall now add, from the firft 
bock, the following fpeech of the 
Genius of Scandinavian poetry to 
“The living Fathers of the Kunic 
thyme.” 
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After he has fummoned them from 
** a flowly waving wood,” the poet 
fays : 


Swift at his werd the ancient fire furvey’d, 
Tumultuous rufhing from the folemn fhade, 
Arm’d with the pow’rful harp an ardent throng, 
The mighty founders of the northern fong. 

Twas then the Pow’r refum’d—‘ Ye cheten band, 
At Nature’s furnace take your faithful ftand: 
There forge the verfe amidit the fierceft glow, 
And thence the thunderbalts of genius throw; 
Rouze, rouze the tyrant from his flatt’ring dream, 
Full at his vices wield the daring theme, 

Till o’er his cheek fhall flath intruding fhame, 
That blufhing dawn of virtue’s rifing flame. 

* Now, on the bofom of the lift’ning youth 

Imprefs, engrave the facred form of truth; 

Bid them, as varying life unfolds to view, 

Be ftill to all her fcenes to honour true: 

True to the man on friendfhip’s lift enroll’d 

Th’ entrufted fecret of his foul untold: 

Woe to that chief, and blafted be his fame, 

Whofe mean foul chills affection’s holy flame ; 

Forgetting that he once, with zeal imprefs’d, 

Drank the pure drops that flow’d from friend- 
fhip’s breait. 

* Now, to the realm ye hallow’d bards impart 
This truth, and touch with joy the human heart, 
In man’s too tranfient perifhable frame 
A glowing unabating fire proclaim, 
Which, as that frame lies mould’ring into clay, 
Shall thro’ th’ encircling ruin burft its way: 
Thus, when a torrent of impetuous rain 
Drowns the low neft that trufted to the plain; 
High foars the bird beyond Deitrution’s flow, 
And owns no kindred with the wreck below. 

‘ Now, o’er fome ftately tomb’s dim entrance, 

bend, 

And from the daring harp unerring fend 
{As from the founding bow with vigour {ped ) 
‘The darts of harmony that wake the dead. 

‘ Be, too, of prophecy the dreadful lords, 
And itrike the folemn, deep, myfterious chords 
Skill’d to reveal futurity’s dark laws, 

Inforce the fong with many an awful paufe. 
In founds that terrify the foul difclofe 
Veil’d in the womb of time) deftru€tive woes : 


Say whirlwinds fhall provoke the roaring main, ° 


Say itars fhall drop like glitt’ring gems of rain: 

Say Fenris, burfting trom his time-worn chains, 

Shali bear wild horror thro’ the Runic plains ; 

Doom’d, while the courfe of havoc he fhall run, 

With jaws outftretch’d to rend the falling fun. 

Say the gigantic fhip, the floating wor!d, 

Shall, on the iron rock of ruin hurl’d, 

Sink—like a dream that rufhing trom the mind, 

Leaves not a glimm’ring of its pomp behind. 

Ye bold enthufiafts, join the warlike train, 

When true to fame they feck the hoftile plain; 

Bid the loud harp delight the valiant throng, 

Aad add the forceful eloquence of fong. 

Thinn’d of his numbers, mark the tlruggiing chief 

Encircled clofe, and fever’d from relict : 

Now tirike the cheering harp—’ tis heard no more, 

Loft in the contii¢t’s wild encreafing roar. 

Yet firike again, yet ftrike the note projound, 

1 to the chiet will waft th’ infpiring tound ; 

Jill thro’ the preflure of the battie’s ftorm, 

bic o’er the fain a rugged path fhall form. 
Thus 
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Thus on the main, when frozen fragments fail, 
And with huge mounds oppofe the giant whale; 
The ocean’s lord, enrag’d at the delay, 

Thro’ ftubborn, crafhing ice-rocks burfts his way. 

* Now, round fome death-ftruck chief in 4. 
. lence throng, 

While thus he breathes his own hiftoric fong— 
Tho’ galb’d with wounds, unwounded is my fame, 
In the war's field I chac’d the flying game; 
Wrapt in the jealous veil of ling’ ring night, 

Did we not chide the time’s relu&tant flight ? 
Did not our voices hail the morning ray, 
Shouting the matins of th’ important day ? 

When foreign ftreamers glitter’d to our view, 
How /wift our weapons from the feabbards flew. 
*Twas juy to fee the riven-belmets fly, 

Twas joy to fwell confufion’s thund’ ring crys 
*Twas joy to fee (extending all arsund) 

The hoftile banners [pread the lowly ground; 
Methought the Danifo field, thus mantled o’ er, 
Heav’'d confcious of the gorgeous robe it wore. 

* Thus, as the chief, thall mitigate his pain*, 
With choral voice relieve the paufing ftrain: 
Now, now again your foothing tones fufpend, 
And o’er the dying chief attentive bend. 

Rufh'd we not forth at valor’s daring call, 

‘To crufh the forces of the Chriftian Gaul ? 
Rufh'd we not forth, in terrible attire, 

To celebrate the mafs of war a length’ning quire ? 
Our glitt’ring fwords, impatient of the fight, 
Were the dread relics that adorn’d the rite. 

But agony returns—my fading breath 

Deniss cxpreffion to Hy e death. 
Farewell—ye battle-fifters hover nigh, 

Receive your prixe—and waft my foul on high. 
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Now, ere he finks beneath the biow of fate, 
Reveal the honours of his future ftate; 
Where to his wond’ring vifion fhall expand, 
Adorn’d with heroes, a refulgent land. 

* Ye glowing maiters of the Scaldic fong #, 
Still other pow’rful gifts to you belong: 
The lofty pine that meets the mountain gale, 
Th’ expanding oak that crowns the lowly vale, 
Shall, as your fingers touch the furrow’d rind, 
Difplay the treafures of the mufing mind: 
There, by the voice of whifp’ring nature call’d, 
In future times fhall ftand the youthful Scald, 
There fhall he meditate the Runic ftore, 
There woo the fcience of the tuneful lore; 
There view the tree with {peechiefs wonder fraught, 
Whofe womb myfterious bears the poet’s thought; 
There (from the bufy world’s incefiant din) 
Inhale the breathings of the pow’r within. 

¢ Enough—the pow’r I now beitow enjoy, 
In Virtue’s caufe the forceful harp employ: 
Go forth, ye glorious conquerors of the mind, 
Achieve the hallow’d taik to you affign’d: 
Applaud the valiant, and the bafe controul, 
Ditiurb, exalt, enchant the human foul.’ 


From this ample fpecimen our 
readers will eaiily perceive that Mr. 
Jerningham muft derive new reputa- 
tion from the work before us, which 
will be particularly relithed by thofe 
who are acquainted with the ancient 
fongs of the Scalds, and remaining 
fragments of Runic poetry, 


Anecdotes of the Ruffian Empire; in a Series of Letters, woritter a 


few Years ago, from St. Peterfburgh. 8vo. Cadell. 


THESE letters are the production 
of the ingenious Mr. Profeffor Rich- 
ardfon of Glafgow, who, from the 
tafte and abilities he has difplayed in 
his Philofophical Analyfis of feveral 
charaéters in Shakfpeate’s Dramas, 
is juftly entitled to a high rank 
among his literary contemporaries. 
Thefe anecdotes were written during a 
four years refidence in Ruffia, and con- 
tain feveral particulars both curious 
and amufing, refpecting the Emprefs, 
and the natives of thefe extenfive do- 
‘minions. We fhall prefent our readers 
with a fummary abftract of the contents 
of each of thefe letters, and extraét the 
pafflages from themwhich feem worthy ot 
particular attention, either from their 
novelty, or from the entertainment 
and inftruétion which they convey. 
It muft be remembered, that thefe 


letters were written between tue years 
1768 and 1771. 

Letrer l. Yournal of a Vayage 
from England to St. Peterfourgh. 

In a voyage of thirteen or fourteen 
days, in feazs which are conftantly pailed 
over by the vefiels of every nation, 
little new can be expected. ‘The 
voyage, however, was not deftitute of 
events. The following is the defcrip- 
tion of the coaft of Zealand and of 
Elfinore: 

“¢ Auguit 7, 1768. The weather fine, and 
the wind favourable. We failed along the coaft 
of Zealand. Nothing of the kind could be 
more delightful than the verdure and variety 
of hiil and dale difplayed in that beautiful 
ifland. In the afternoon we pafied a fmall 
palace belonging to the King of Denmark. 
It is diftant about two miles from Elfinore; is 
flat-roofed; has twelve windows in front, and 
is built, as I was told, on the very place formerly 
occupied by the palace of Hamlet’s father. In 

an 





* See the notes the Reverend Mr. Johnftone has added to his tranflation of the Death-Song of 


Lodbroc. 


+ In the firft rude ages rocks and trees fupplied the materials for writing, and on them were in- 
{cribed the rudiments of that art: the trees thus marked wexe held ia veneration, and were even 


believed to inclole fome fupernatural agent. 
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an adjoining garden, the very fpot is thewn 
where that prince was faid to have been poifoned. 
We came to anchor in the evening, in the 
Sound, between the oppofite fortreffes of Elfinore 
and Helfingburgh. 

Auguit 8. Remained at Elfinore. 

This town ftands upon a fmall bay: it con- 
tains about five thoufand inhabitants; commands 
the Sound, and was formerly the place of 
refidence of the Danifh princes. The ftreets 
-are narrow and ill-paved: the houfes are of 
brick or wood, and are covered with tiles. 
The cattle ftands on the weft point of the bay: 
it is fortified with works of earth, on which are 
mounted three hundred and fixty-five pieces of 
cannon; and the fubterranean apartments are 
faid to be fo very fpacious, a8 to be capable of 
containing more than a regiment of men. In 
other refpects, the caftle itfelf feems to be a 
place of very little defence: it is a fquare edifice, 
built of free-ftone brought from the coaft of 
Sweden; and is fo adorned with fpires, as at a 
diftance to refemble a church. The rooms are 
lofty; and contain many coarfe hiftorical 

ictures, relating chiefly to the wars of Denmark. 

he altar-piece, in the great church of Elfinore, 
is alfo fhown asa curiofity. Itis made of oak, 
very richly gilt and carved; and the figures, in 
diiferent groupes, reprefent the hiftory of our 
Saviour.—The Sound, at this place, is about 
three miles broad; and the toll levied from 
merchant fhips was firit impofed to defray the 
expence of light-houfes erected along the coaft 
by the King of Denmark. The foil in Zealand, 
though the fea-coaft appears very beautiful, is 
fight, fandy, and not very fruitful. The grain 
it produces is chiefly rye; and any cattle I faw 
were remarkably fmall. The carriages, in 
which the inhabitants carry turf for fewel, and 
other neceffaries, are drawn by horfes, go 
upen four litte wheels, are narrow, and have 
their fides wattled. 

** The opening of the Sound and the fitua- 
tion of the Tweed this evening difplayed a 
very beautiful land{cape. The view to the eait 
was bounded by the ifle of Ween, formerly the 
refidence of Tycho Brahe. This little ifland is 
of acircular form: the fhore is higher than the 
neighbouring coait of Zealand; and even higher 
at that particular place than the coaft of Sweden. 
We were juft able to diftinguifh its agreeable 
verdure, and to difcern the fpires of Copenhagen, 
which feemed very near it. The fea-coaft from 
Elfinore to Copenhagen, finely diverfitied with 
corn-fields, meadows, woods, little hills, and 
fummer-palaces belonging to the King and the 
nobility, was happily contrafted by the black 
rocks on the oppofite and mountainous coaft of 
Sweden. The fea was quite fmooth; and the 
caitles of Elfinore and Helfingburgh, with the 
numerous vefleis that lay at anchor, and all the 
other circumitances of the fcene, were embel- 
liked by a_ glorious fetting fun, whofe 
rays were reflected from a multitude of gilded 
clouds. 
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. The only difagreeable circumftance I met 
with here, was a whifpered account of the royal 
family. 1 am afraid you will foon hear of 
* fomething rotten in the ftate of Denmark.”’ 


The defcription of their fituation, 
while the thip was jammed between 
two rocks in the Gulf of Finland, is 
well written, and fpeaks as much for 
the Aeart as for the head of the author. 
After efcaping thefe and other perils, 
they arrived on the 15th of Augult at 
St. Peterfburgh. 

Letrer ll. This letter contains a 
very full Account of the Ceremony of lay- 
ing the Foundation of a Church, dedi- 
cated to St. Ifaac. The Emprefs and 
the Great Duke aflifted. The building 


is to be magnificent, and more exten- 


five than any of thofe now appropri- 
ated to divine worfhip in St. Peters- 
burgh. The attachment of the Ruf- 
jians to St. Ifaac proceeds not fo much, 
our author informs us, ‘* from any 
diftinguifhed character of his own, as 
that the day confecrated to him was 
the birth-day of Peter the Great.” The 


defcription of the Emprefs’s perfon we 


fhall tranfcribe: 


“© The Emprefs of Ruffia is taller than the 
middle fize, very comely, gracefully formed, but 
inclined to grow corpulent ; and of a fair come 
plexion, which, like every other female in-this 
country, fhe endeavours to improve by the ad- 
dition of rouge. She has a fine mouth anu 
teeth; and blue eyes, expreflive of {crutiny, 
fomething not fo good as obiervation, and not fo 
bad as fufpicion. Her features are in general 
regular and pleafing. Indeed, with regard to 
her appearance altogether, it would be doing her 
injuftice to fay it was mafculine, yet it would 
not be doing her juftice to fay it was entirely 
feminine. As Milton intended to fay of Eve, 
that fhe was fairer than any of her daughters, fo 
this great fovereign is certainly. fairer than any 
of her fubjects whom I have teen *.—She wore 
a filver ftuff negligee, the ground pea-green, 
with purple flowers, and filver trimming. Her 
hair was drefled according to the prefent fafhion. 
She alfo wore a rich diamond necklace, brace- 
lets, and ear-rings, with a blue ribband of the 
higheft order of knightheod; and the weather 
being very warm, fhe carried in her hand a 
{mall green umbrella. Her demeanour to all 
around her feemed very fmiling and courteous.’? 


(To be continued.) 


STATE 


* T have feen no piciure, medallion, or print, excepting one pi€ure, in which fhe is painted 
in men’s clothes, chat aots her juftice. In mott of them her features appear too firong, and her 


air too mafculine. 
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Petition of the Eaft-India Company againft Mr. 
Fox's India bill, prefented by Earl Temple, 
Dec. 9, 1783. 


** To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual 


and Temporal in Parliament afflembled, the 

humble Petition of the United Company of 

Merchants of England trading to the Eafts 

indies, 

“« Sheweth, 
ee HAT a bill is now depending before your 

T lordthips, entitled ‘ An Ag fot eftablithing 
certain Regulations tor the better Management ot 
the Territories, Revenues; and Commerce of 
this Kingdom in the Eaft- Indies.’ 

** That the faid bill deftroys the conftitution, 
and wholly fubverts the rights and privileges 
granted to your petitioners by charter, made for 
valuable confiderations, and confirmed by divers 
atts of parliament; and empowers certain perfons 
therein’ named, as directors appointed * the 
faid bill, to feize and take poffetiion of all the 
lands, tenements, houfes, warchoufes, and other 
buildings,’ books, records, charters, letters, and 
other papers, fhips, veflels, goods, wares, mer- 
chandizes, money, fecurities for money, and all 
other effects belonging to your petitioners; and 
this without charging your petitioners with any 
fpecific delinquericy, or ftating any juft grounds 
upon which their rights, capacities, and fran- 
chifes ought to be forfeited, or their Property 
to be feiled; a proceeding contrary to thé mo 
facred privilege ot Britith fubjeéts, that of being 
tried and convicted upon a fpecific charge, be- 
fore judgement is pafied againft them in any cafe 
whatfoever. ah 

** Moreover, the faid bill empowers and au- 


‘ thorifes the faid Diretors to carry on a trade with 


the property of your petitioners, and at their 
rifk, without their confent or controul, for the 
confequences whereof your petitioners are et- 
ceedingly alarmed, and, therefore, they moft 
humbly crave leave folemnly to. proteft againft 
the fame. ; 
“If your lordfhips fhould think that any 
reafon or neceffities ot ftate may warrant fo harth 
a meafure as that of divefting your petitioners of 
their tranchifes and property, your petitioners 


“egtertain the mott’ perfect confidence in your 


lordthips’ wifdom as well a8 juftice, that the 
actual exiftence of fuch ftate neceffities, or other 
reafons, will be tirft ettablithed by the cleareft 
and fulleft evidence. And your petitioners hum- 
bly prefume to refer your lord ips to the ex- 
ample of all former times, in which every en- 


croachment upon the facred rights of private pro- © 


perty, or private franchife, has been anxioufly 
compenfated by the wifdom and juitiee of the 
legiflature. 

‘¢ Your petitioners, therefore, moft. humbly 
pray that they may be heard by themielves, or 
their counfel, againft the faid bili; and that 
your lordfhips in your juftice will protect their 
rights, privileges, and property againft this moit 
unprecedented meafure, fubverfive of your peti- 
tioners’ conftitution, divefting them of their 
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rights and privileges, feizing their property, and 
continuing a trade at their rifk, but without theix 
confent or control. ~ 

“ And your petitioners fhall ever pray,’? &c. 





Petition from the City of London againft the faia 
Bill, prefented by the Duke of Richmond, Dec. 
15, 1783. 

“ To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual 

and Temporal, in Parliament aflembled. 


«¢ The humble Petition of the Lord Mayor, Al» 
dermen, and Commions of the City of Lon- 
don, in CommonsCouncil affembled, 

‘¢ Sheweth, 

«¢ ‘That a bill is now depending before your 
lordfhips, entitled.‘ An Act for eftablifhing cer- 
tain regulations for the better management of the 
territories, revenues, and commerce of this 
kingdofn in the Eaft-Indies.’ 

‘* That before paffing the faid bill in the Houfe 
of Commons, no witnefles were called to afcer- 
tain the cxittence or quality of any abufes in the 
Dire€tors or Proprietors, or the fervants of the 
Company, nor was any itate of the Company’s 
commercial affairs enquired into by the faid 
Houtfe. 

“« That it is not only a high and dangerous 
violation of the charters of the Company, but a 
total fubvertion of all the principles of the law 
and conftitution of this country. 

‘¢ That the eleétion of executive officers in 
parliament is plainly unconftitutional, productive 
of intrigue and faction, and calculated for ex- 
tending a corrupt influence in the crown; that 
it ftees minifters from refponfibility, while it 
leaves them all the effect of patronage. 

«* That the claufe of this bili, which de- 
prives of all fhare in the management of their 
own property the proprietors of Eaft-India ftock, 
and disfranchifes them without the aflignment of 
any delinquency or abufe, is an heinous act of 


" injuftice, oppreffion, and abfurdity, and is a grofs 


perverfion of the high powers cruited to the 
legitlature. 

** That the great principle on which the bill 
has been: fupported will not only in this, but in 
all cafes, juftify every infringement of the na- 
tional faith, and render parliamentary fandtion 
the wortt of »all fecurities; that this bill takes 
away rights which parliament expreisly convened 
to preferve; that the public received a valuable 
contideration for the tranchifes fo ftipulated ; that 
grants of parliament, under thete circumitances, — 
are not to be conlidered as gratuitous, refumsable 
merely at the pleafure of the giver, but as matters 
of binding contraét, forfeitable only on fuch de- 
linquency or neceflity as is implied in the nature 
of every other bargain. $ 

“« Your petitioners, therefore, moft humbly 
pray that the faid bill may not pafs into a law, 
and your petitioners fhall ever pray. 

~ (Signed by order of the Court). 
““ WILLIAM RIX.” 


li , Mejaze 
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Meffage from his Majefty on the landing of the 
Ne ee ie Melon sided the 

Houfe of Commons by Mr. W. Pitt, Firft Lord 

of the ‘Treafury, Ge. Fam. 12, 17BA 

fe GEORGE. 

** His Majefty thinks it proper to ecquaint 
the Houfe of Commons, that the two laft divi- 
fions of Heflian troops, which were employed in 
America in. the fervice of Great-Britain, not 
having arrived in the Downs, the place of their 
rendezvous, until the jetting in ot the froft in 
the river Wefer had made it impracticable for 
them to proceed immediately to the place of their 
final deftination, his Majeity has found it una- 
voidably neceflary to order the faid troops to dif- 
embark, and to, be ftationed in. the barracks of 
Hilfea, Dover, and Chatham; and at the fame 
time has given dire&tions, that they fhall be re- 
embarked and fent home as féon as the Wefer 
is navigable; every neceffary preparation for that 
purpofe having, by his Majeity’s orders, been 
alieady made. 

ze «G. R" 

A fimilar meffage was prefented to the Houfe 


of Lords by Lord Sydney, one of the principal 
fecretaries of ftate, fun. 26, 1784. 





Addrefs hear Houfe of Commons for the removal 
of the Minifiry, vcied Feb. 20, and prefented" 
to his Mayfly by the whole Houfe, Feb. 25. 

* To. the KING’s Moft Excellent Majetty. 

“« WE, your Majetty’s moft faithfyl Com- 
mons, imprefied with the moft dutiful fenfe of 
your Majeity’s paternal regard for the welfare of 
your people, approach your throne, to exprefs 
our reliance on your Majetty’s paternal wifdom ; 
that your Majeity will take fuch meafures, by 
removing any obitacle to forming fuch an admi- 
niftration as the Houfe has declared to be re- 
quifite in the prefeat critical and arduous fitua- 
aion of affairs, as may tend to give effect to the 
withes of .your faithful Commons, which have 
already been moft humbly reprefented to your 
Majetty*.”’ 

To which his Majefty returned the following 
an{wer: 
** Genilemen, 

** T Am deeply fenfible how highly it con- 
cerns the honour ot my crown, and the welfare 
of my people, which is the object always neareit 
my heart, that the public affairs fhould be con- 
dicted bya firm, efiicient, united, and extended 
adminiftration, entitled to the confidence of my 
people, and fuch as may have a tendency to put 
an end to. the unhappy divifions and diitractions 
in this country.—Very recent endeavours have 
already been employed, on my part, to unite in 


the public feryice, on a fair and equal footing, | 


thofe whofe joint efforts appear to me moft capa- 
ble of producing that happy effect: thefe en- 
deavours have not had’ the fuccefs I wifhed. I 
thall be always defirous of taking every ttep moft 
conducive to fuch an objeét; but I cannot fee 
that it would, in any degree, be advanced, by 
the difmiflion of thofe at prefent in my fervice. 
‘¢ ] obferve, at the fame time, that there is 
no charge, or complaint, fuggetted againft my 
prefent imiuifiers, nor is any one or more of them 
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fpecifically objected to; and numbers of my fub= 
jects have éxpreffed to me, in the watmeft man. 
ner, their fatisfaction in the late changes I have 


made in my councils. Under thefe circum. 
ftances, I truft, my faithful Commons will not 
with that che effential offices of executive go~ 
vernment fhould be vacated, until I fee a prof- 
pect that fuch a plan of union as I have called 
tor, and they have pointed out, may be carri¢d 
into effect.’’ : 


Second Addrefs for the removal of the Miniftry, 


voted March iff, and prefented to his Mayefty 


by the whole Houfe, March 4. 
204 To the KING, ’ 
« SIRE, 


«We, your Majefty’s faithful Commons, 
approath yous throne, moft humbly to reprefent 
to your Majefty the fatisfaétion your faithful 
Commons derive from the late moft gracious 
affurances we have received, that your Majefty 
concurs with us in opinion, that it concerns the 
honour of your crown, and the welfare of your 
people, that the. public affairs fhould be con- 
ducted by a firm, efficient, extended, united 
-adminiftration, entitled to the confidence of your 
people, and fuch as may have a tendency to put 


an end to the unhappy divitions’ and giltractions 


of this country. y 

** We acknowledge your Majefty’s paternal 
goodnefs in your late moft gracious endeavours 
to give effect to the obje& of our late dutifyl 
reprefentation to your Majeity. 

«* We lament that the failure of thefe your 
Majefty’s moft gracious endeavours fhould be con- 
fidered as a final bar to the accomplifhing fo falu- 
tary and defireable a purpofe, and to exprefs our 
concern and difappointment, that your Majeity 
has not been adviled to take any further ftep to- 
wards uniting in the public fervice thofe whole 
joint efforts have recently appeared to your Ma- 
jefty nuit capable of producing fo happy an effect. 

‘* Your faithful oeeeme with all humility 
claim itas their right, and on every proper oc- 
cafion feel it tobe their bounden duty to advile 
your Majefty touching the exercife of any branch 
of your royal prerogative. 

** We fubmit it to your Majefty’s royal confi« 
deration, that the continuance of an adminiftra- 
tion which does not poffefs the confidence of the 
reprefentatives of the people muft be injurious to 
the public fervice. | 
_ * We beg leave further to fay, that your faith- 
ful Commons can have no intereft dictinét and 
{eparate from that of ourconitituents,and that we, 
therefore, feel ourfelves called upon to repeat thofe 


_ loyal and dutiful affurances we have already ex- 


_ prefied of our relianceon your Majefty’s paternal 
— for the welfare of a ay that your 
Majeity would gracioufly enable us to execute 
thofe important trufts which the conftitution has 
vefted in us, with honour to ourfelves, and ad- 
vantage to the public, by the confirmation of a 
new adminiftration, appointed under circuth- 
itances which may tend to conciliate the minds 
of your faithful Burak and give energy and 
ftability to your Majefty’s councils. 

** Your Majefty’s faithful Commons, upon the 
matureft deliberations, cannot but confider the 
continuance 


* Alluding to the refoluyons of Feb. 2, which were laid before his Majefty, for which fee our 
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continuance of the prefent. minifters as an unware 
rantable obftacle to your Majefty’s maft gracious 
purpofe, to comply with our wifhes in the 
formation of fuch an adminiftration as your Ma- 
jefty, in concurrence with the unanimous refo- 
Jution of your faithful Commons feems to think 
requifite in the prefent exigencies of the country, 

e feel ourfelves bound to remain firm in the 
with expretied to your Majetty, in our late hum- 
hile addrets, and do therefore find ourfelves obliged 
again to befeech your Majefty, that you would be 


- gracioufly pleated to Jay the foundation of a ftrong 


and {table government, by the previous removal 
of your prefent minifters,’’ 

To which his Majefty returned for anfwer: 

%* Gentlemen, 

‘© | Have already exprefled to you how 
fenfible I am of the advantages to be derived from 
fuch an adminiftration as was pointed out in your 
unanimous refolution; and I affured you that | 
was detirous of taking every ftep moft conducive 
to fuch an objeét—I remain in the fame fenti- 
ments—but I continue equally convinced, that it 
is an objet not likely to be attained by the dif- 
miffion of my prefent minitfters. 

- ** | muit repeat that no charge or complaint, 
nor any {pecitic objection, is yet made againit 
any of them. If there were-any fuch ground for 
their removal at prefent, it ought to be equally a 
reafon for not admitting them as a part of that 
extended and united adminiftration which you 
ftate to be requifite. 

*¢ I did not confider the failure ef my recent 
endeavours as a final bar to the accomplifhment 
of the purpefe which I had in view, if it could 
have been attained on thofe principles of fair- 
nef¥and equality, without which it can neither 
be honourable to thofe who are concerned, nor 
Jay the foundation of fuch a ftrong and ttable 
government as may be of laiting advantage to 
thecountry. But I know of no further iteps, 
which I can take, that can be effectual to re- 
move the difficulties which obitruct that defirable 


end. , 


- % ] have never called in queition the right of 
my faithfui Commons to offer me their advice 
on every proper occafion, touching the exercife 
ef any branch of my prerogative: I fhall be 
ready at all times to receive it, and give it the 
moit attentive confideration; and they will ever 
find me difpofed to fhow my regard to the true 
principles ot the conftitution, and to take fuch 
meaiures as may beft conduce to the fatistaction 
aud profperity ot my people,’’ 











Reprefentation of the Houfe of Commons to his 
. Majefty on bis retufing to comply with the 
above addreffes, voted March the 8th, and 
- ordered to be prefented by fuch members of 
the Houfe as were members of the Privy- 
Council. : 
** RESOLVED, That an humble reprefenta- 
tient be prefented to his Majefty, moft humbly 
to teftify the furprife and affliction of this Houfe, 
on receiving the anfwer which his Majefty’s 


' minifters have advifed to the dutiful and fea- 


fonable addrefs of this Houle, concerning one 
of the moft important atts of his Majefty’s go- 
yeromcnt ‘ 
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“ To exprefs. our concern, that when his 
Majefty’s paternal goodnefs has gracieufly inclined 
his Mejdfty to be fenfible of the advantages to be 
derived from fuch an adminiftyation as was 
pointed out in our refolution, his Majelty fhould 
itill be induced to prefer the opiaions of indivi- 
duals to.the repeated adyice of the reprefentatives 
of his people, in parliament aflembled, with 
reipeét to the means of ebtaiuing fo detireable 
an end, 

. To reprefent to hig Majefty, thata pre 
ference of this naturg is as injurious to the true 
interetts of the crown, as it is wholly repugnant 
to the ipirit of.our tree canttitution:. that fyitems 
founded on fuch a preference are not, in truth, 
entirely new to this country; that they have 
been the charatteriftic features ef thole unfor- 
tunate reigns, the maxims of which are now 
juttly and univerfally expladed ; while his Majetty 
and his royal pragenitors shave been fixed in the 
hearts af their people, and have commanded the 
refpect and admiration of all. the nations of the 
earth, by a conitant and uniform attention to 
the advice of their Commons, however adverfe 
fuch advice may have been to the opinions of the 
executive fervants of the crown, oo 4 

“To aflure his Majetty that we neither have 
difputed, nor mean in any inftanee to difpute, 
much lefs to denys his Majeity’s undoubted 
prerogative of appointing to the executive offices of 
itate fuch perions as to his Majefty’s wifdom 
may feem meet; but at the fame time that we 
mutt, with all humility, again fubmit to his 
Majetty’s royal wifdom, that no adminiltration, 
however legally apppiated, cam ferve his Majetty 
and the public with effect, which does not enjoy 
the confidenceof this Houfe: that in his Majefty’s 
prefent adminiftration we cannot confide; the 
circumftances under which it was conftituted, and 
the grounds upon which it continues, have cre- 
ated juft fufpicions in the breaits of his, faithful 
Commons, that principles are adopted, and 
views entertained, unfriendly to the privileges of 
this Houfe, ‘and to the freedom of our excellent 
conititution: that we have made no charge 
againft any of them, becaufe it is their removal 
and not their punithment which wé have detired ; 
and that we humbly conceive we are warranted, 
by the ancient ufage of this Houfe, to defire 
fuch removal, without making any charge 
whatever: that confidence may be very pru- 
dently with-held, where no criminal procefs can 
be properly injtituted: that although we have 
made no criminal charge againft any individual 
of his Majefty’s minifters, yet, with all humility, 
we do conceive that we have ttated to his Majeity 
very diitinét objections, and very forcible reafons 
againft their continuance: that with regard to 
the propriety of admitting either the pyefent 
miniitry, or any other-perfons, as a part of that 
extended and ynited adminiftration which. his 
Majeity, in concurrence with the fentiments of 
this Houfe, confiders as requifite, itis a point 
upon which we are too well acquainted with the 
bounds of. our duty to prefume to offer any advice 
to his _Majefty, well knowing it to be the 
undoubted prerogative of his: Majefty to appoint 
his minifters, without any previous advice trom 
either Houfe of parliament, and our duty humbl 
to offer to his Majefty our advice, when fuc 
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appointments fliall appear to us prejudicial to the 
public fervices 
‘© To acknowledge, with gratitude, his Ma- 
jefty’s goodnefs, in not confidering the failure of. 
tis recent endeavours: as a final bar to the accom- 
lidhment of the gracious purpofe which his Ma- 
yeity has in view; and to expres the great con- 


cern and mortification with which we find ourfelves 


obliged to declare, that the confolation which we 
thould ‘naturally have derived from his Majetty’s 
mott gracious difpofition is confiderably abated, 
by unacrftanding that his Majetty’s adviters have 
not thought fit to fuggeit to his Majefty any fur- 


ther fteps, toremove the difficulties which obftruct - 


fo detireable an end. 

** To recall to his Majefty’s recollection, that 
his faithful Commons have already fubmitted to 
his Majefty, mot humbly but moft dittincly, 
their opinion upon. this fubject; that they can 
have no interefts but thofe of his Majefty and of 
their conftituents; whereas it is mponiels to fug- 
geit to his Majefty’s wifdom and difcernment, 
that individual advifers may be actuated by very 
different motives. . ; 

«¢ To exprefs our moft unfeigned gratitude for 
his Majeity’s royal atlurances, that he does not 
call in queftion the right of this Houfe to offer 
their advice to his Majefty on every proper occa- 
fion, touching the exercife of any branch of his 
royal prerogative, and of his Majefty’s. readinefs 
at all times to receive fuch advice, and to give 
it the moft attentive confideration. 

** To declare, that we recognife in thefe gra- 
cious expreffians thofe excellent and conftitutional 
fentiments which we have ever been accuftomed 
to hear from the throne, fince the glorious era 
of the Revolution, and which have peculiarly 
charadierifed - bis. Majetty and the princes of his 
Hluftrious houfe; but to lament that .thefe moft 
gracious expreifions, while they. infpire us with 
additional affection and gratitude towards his 
Majefty’s royal perfon, do not a little contribute 
to increafe our fufpicions of thofe men who have 
advifed his Majeity, in direct contradiction to 
thefe affurances, to neglect the advice of his Com- 
ynons, and’to retain in his fervice an admini- 
itration, whofe continuance ia office we have fo 
repeatedly and fo diftin¢tly condemned. 

“« To reprefent to his Majefty that it has an- 
ciently been the practice of this Houfe to with- 
hold fupplies until. grievances were redrefled ; 
and that, if. we were’to follow shis courte in the 
prefent conjun@use, we fhould be warranted in 
our proceedings, as well by the moit approved 
precedentsy as by the fpirit of the conttitution 
ittelf; but if, in confideration of the very pecu- 
liar exigencies of the times, we fhould be in- 
duced to wave for the prefent the exercife, in this 
initance, of our undeubted legal and conititu- 
tional mode of obtaining redrefs, that. we: hum- 
biy implore hjs Majefty not to impute our for- 
bearance to any want of fincerity. in our coms 
iaint, or diftrat in the juftice of our caufe. 

‘* That we know, and are fure, that the pro- 
Sperity of his Majefty’s dominions in former 
times has. been, under Divine Providence, owing 
to the harmony which has fornear a century pre~ 
wailed uninterruptedly between the crowe and 
this Houfe: that we ave convinced that there is 
no way to extricate this country {com its prefent 
Bais : ‘ fe. 4 
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which we have been indebted, at various periods 
of our‘ hiftory, for our fuccetles: abroad, and 


. which is at all times fo. necefflary for our tran- 
- quility. at home: that we feel the continuance 


of the prefent adminiftration to be an innovation 


.upon-that happy fyftem: that we cannot but 


expect. from their exiftence under the difpleafure 
of this Houfe every misfortane naturally inci- 
dent toa weak and diftraéted government: that 
if we had concealed from: his Majefty our honett 
fentiments upon this important crifis, we fhould 
have been in fome degree refponfible for the mif- 
chiets which are but too certain to enfue. : 

*¢ That we have done our duty to his Majefty 
and our conftituents, in pointing out the evil, and 
in humbly imploring redrefs: that the blame 
and refponfibility muft now lie wholly upon thofe 
who have prefumed to advife his Majefty to a¢t in 
contradiction to the uniform maxims which 
have hitherto governed the conduct of his Ma- 
jefty, as well as every other prince of his illuftri- 
ous houfe, upon thofe who have difregarded the 
opinions, and neglected the admonitions of the 
reprefentatives of his people, and who have 
thereby attempted to fet up a new fyftem of exe- 
cutive adminiitration, which, wanting the con- 
fidence of this Houfe, and a¢ting in defiance to 
our refolution, muft prove at once inadequate 
by its inefficiency to the neceflary objects of go- 
vernment, and dangerous by its example to the 
liberties of the people.’ 





Reiliieieienai 


His Majefty’s moit gracious fpeech to both 
Houfes, on putting an end to the fourth 
feffion of the fifteenth’ parliament of Great- 
Britain, on the 24th of March 1784. 


“¢ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

‘© ON a full confideration of the prefent 
fituation of affairs, and of the extraordinary cir- 
cumftances which have produced it, Iam induced 
to put an end to this fetiion of parliament: I feel 
it a duty which I owe to the conftitution and to 
the country, in fuch a fituation, to recut as fpeed- 
ily as potlible to the fenfe of my people, by 
calling a new parliament. 

‘* | truit that this meafure will tend to obviate 
the mifchie!s arifing from the unhappy divifions. 
and diitraCtioris which have lately fubfiited; and 
that the various important objeCts which wil! re- 
quire confideration may be afterwards proceeded 
upon with lefts interruption, and with happier 
eitect. 

**I can have no other objet, but to preferve 
the true principles of our free and happy contti- 
tution, and to employ the powers entruited to me 
by law for the only end for which they were 
given, the good of my people.’’ ' 

The Earl of Mansfield, as Speaker of the 
ory of Lords, by his Majefty’s command, then 

aid; 
~* My Lords and Gentlemen, 

* - © ]T js his Majefty’s royal will and plea- 
fure, that this parliament be prorogued to Tuef- 
day, the fixth day of April next, to be then here 
holden, and this parliament is accordingly pros 
rogued to Tuefday; the fixth day of April next.’? ' 
- The Prince of Wales came in ftate to the 
Houfe, and attended there in his place. ( 
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HILE the councils of the nation are 

diftraéted by contending factions ; while 
the energy of government is fufpended, and rival 
ftates and profligate fubjects avail themfelves of 
our follies and diffentions to undermine our 
trade and defraud the revenue already unequal 
to the enormous load of the public debt; while 
our national confequence is gradually {inking 
under the prefflure of fo many difficulties, and 
the public weal is ftill madly facrificed to the 
ambition now of this, now of that demagogue; 
to thofe who confider the effufion of human 
blood as the greateft of human calamities, except 
the abfolute and irretrievable lofs of liberty, it 
may afford fome confolation to reflect that we 
are not yet threatened with the laft of evils, the 
horrors of acivil war. In little more than the 
courfe of a century, fuch have been the effects 
of a mild and regular internal government, fuch 
the influence of philofophy and the ditfufion of 
letters and the liberal arts in foftening our na- 
tural ferocity, that as long as the effence of the 
conftitution fhall remain, there is no reafon to 
apprehend that the war of words will ever termi- 
nate in a warof arms. The elevation or down- 
fall of this or that faction may indeed pro- 
duce a ftruggle between privilege and preroga- 
tive, and victory may incline to the one or to 
the other, but will never be decided by an appeal 
to the fword. The people of this country, ftran- 
gers to the image of war but by report, would 
fhrink with horror from the thoughts of civil 
blood-fhed, in almoft any caufe. Slaughter and 
rapine among feilow-citizens, which were heard 
of without emotion at the diftance of four thou- 
fand miles, would fill their minds with terror 
and abhorrence when confidered as calamities 
to which they themfelves would be expofed. Po- 
litics are now merely a game for power and pre- 
eminence, refined from all private animofity, in 
which the moft intimate connexions often take 
oppofite fides; and we fee men daily engaged in 
the moft vehement political contention, without 
conceiving the fmalleft degree of perfonal ma- 
lignity againft each other. Even religion, whofe 
impreflions on the human mind are the moft 


werful and uniform, inftead of denouncing. 


intolerance and blood, now teaches univerfal 
charity and moderation. 

Thole, therefore, who, during the late conteft, 
have compared the afpeét of the times to that 
of the firft twelve years of the unfortunate and 
mifguided Charles I. and thofe who have fpe- 
culated hypothetically on the confequences of his 
Majefty’s being driven to feek protection in the 
affection of his people and the habitual attach- 
ment of the army againft the violence of the 
Houfe of Commons, have not attended to the 
influence of manners on the hiftory of nations, 
and the great difference between the character 
of that and the prefent age. ‘They have alarm- 
ed themfelves and their fellow-citizens with the 
vain fuggeftions of fear, or the gloomy conjec- 
tures of a fanguinary fancy. 

In the balance of power, fometimes the crown, 


fometimes the people may prepondegate, and, 
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neglecting popular clamour, the Houfe of Com- 
mons mult be regarded as the true and genuine 
reprefentative of the people, till a better can be 
conitituted; but, while the power attached to 
the one, and the inherent fpirit of the other con= 
tinue unfubdued, the conftitution will receive ne 
material injury from the tranfitory encroach- 
meats of the one branch on the other. Which 
ever fide is preffed down will quickly recover by 
its natural ela(ticity. A retroipec of the Hiito- 
ry of England fince the Revolution will juttify 
thefe remarks. The oppofition of the prefent 
day have, therefore, acted on prudent and con- 
ttitutional principles, in removing all obftacles 
to an appeal to the great body of the people, by 
paffing the mutiny bill, and voting the fupplies. 
A new parliament will either refcind the refo- 
lutions of their predeceflors, and fupport the mi- 
niftry with vigour and effect, or compel them 
to refign. How far they have a¢ted from virtue, 
or yielded to neceffity, it is not for us to decide. 

The miniftry, who had refiited the refolutions 
of the Houfe of Commons with fuch undaunted 
firmnefs, were not likely to be intimidated by 
an addrefs, which called for their removal in 
the fame general terms of diftruft. The King’s 
anfwer was plain and obvious: ** There was n@& 
charge fuggefted againit his prefent minifters, 
nor was ariy one or more of thein fpecifi¢ally ob- 
jetted to; and numbers of his fubjects had exe. 
prefied, in the warmeit manner, their fatisfac- 
tion in the changes which he had lately made 
in his councils.”’ 

The oppofition feem to have anticipated the 
purport of the anfwer. On Wednefday, before 
prefenting the addrefs, they adjourned the Houfe 
of Commons to Friday; and on Friday they 
moved a further adjournment to Monday the 
1ft of March, as well to fhake the refolution of 
their opponents by fufpenfe and delay, and allow 
it time to cool if it fhould happen to be counter- 
feit, as to gain time for concerting their own 
meafures. Lord North complained, that while 
the Houfe was carrying up the addrefs, he had 
feen a member hifled and infulted within the 
very walls of the palace, fo eafily did the loweft 
appendages of ‘the court catch the manners of 
their fuperiors, when they found ‘it fathionable 
to contemn the Houfe of Commons. 

The negociation for an union, which was 
opened on the 25th of February, ‘through the 
commendable zeal of Mr. Powys and Mr. Mar- 
fham, proceeded fo far that a meffage was fent 
by Lord Sydney to the Duke of Portland, in- 
timating his Majefty’s defire that a perfonal 
conference might take place between his Grace 
and Mr. Pitt, for the purpofe of forming a mew 
adminiftration on a wide bafis, and on fair and 
EQUAL terms. In adjufting the preliminaries 
of the conference, a doubt was ftarted by the 
Duke of Portland relative to the acceptation of 
the word EquaL. Mr. Pitt refufed any ex- 
planation, and the negociation broke off. This 
was, indeed, a mere cavil about a word, be- 
neath the attention of men who were to confer 
wpon objects of fuch magnitude, and ferved 
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only to cover the effential caufes of differ- 
ence. 

As preliminaries to an union, it was demand- 
ed on the part’of Mr. Pitt, that Lord North 
fhould not make one of the new cabinet; that 
the ladia bill thould be given up; and that. the 
Duke of Portland thould confent to an interview 
upon fair and equal terms. Lord North was 
ready to refign his pretenfions, and Mr. Fox to 
give up the moit exceptionable part of the bill, 
that which related to the patronage of India, 
and to leave the reit open to difcutlion. On the 
other hand, the Duke of Portland and his 
friends required that the miniitry thould vir- 
tually -refign, or that the meilage relative to an 
materview for iorming @ mew aduminifiration, 
fhould be conttrucd to mean a virtual refignation; 
that the Duke thould receive the metiage from 
the King in perfon, that he might have the au- 
thority ot his Majeity’s name to propofe a plan 
of arrangement to his, friends; and that the 
word EQUA fhould be explained, or the words 
«+ that aut potiible attention thall be paid to fair- 
nefs and equality,’’ fubftituted in its ftead. The 
minittry would concede none of thefe points. 
That which both laboured to carry, if indeed 
there was any fincerity on either part, was an 
ajcendant in che new cabinet. Perhaps there 
was aucther obitacle, a repugnance in the royal 
breait to seinitate im his iervice certain indivi-: 
duals oi the late miniiivy. Little was to be ex- 
petied from aa union, if the negociation had 
fuceceded, where fuch want of contidence ap- 
peared on both fides, 

_ March 1. Oa Monday the King’s anfwer 
was canvaiied with much iveedom: Sir Robert 
Waipoie and Lord Grenville were cited as in- 
tances of miniiters having retited in deference 
to the opinion of the Houfe of Commons, though 
they poticiied the confidence of their fovereign 
in au eminent degree. A fecond addrefs was 
voted: by a majosity of twelve, conceived in 
ftronger and more dire€t terms.. It itated, ** That 
the Houfe with all humility claimed it as their 
right, and on every proper occafion felt it to be 
their duty, to advile his Majeity touching the 
exercife of any branch of his prevogative; that 
they could have no intereft diitin¢ét trom that of 
their conitituents; that they felt themiclves, 
obliged to remain firm in the with exprefied to 
his Majeity in their late humble addrels, ard. 
did, thereiore, agzin beleech his Majelty to iay 
the foundation of a ftrong and itabie government, 
by the previous removal of his prefent miniiters.”’ 

March 4 On Thuriday the addrefs was 
prefented. His Majefty’s anfwer was firm and 
decifive. He repeated that no charge or com- 
plaint had been made againft any of his prefent 
minifters. If there were any fuch ground tor 
their removal, it ought to be equally a reafon tor 
not admitting them as a part of that extended 
and united adminittration which was ftated to be 
requifitee He did not conider the failure of 
his late endeavour as a final bar to the accome 

ifbment of a ftrong and thable adminiftration, 

- he knew of no turther fteps which he could 
take to remove the difficulties which obftrudied 
that defireable end, 

March 5. On Friday the order of the day 
fox committing the Mutiny bill was adjourned 





March 


to Monday, on pretence that it would be in- 
confiftent with the ufage of parliament to proceed 
to bufinefs of importance, previous to the con 
fideration of the King’s anfwer. Under other 
circumftances the Houfe might have waved this 
point of order, The reafons ior delay were more 
ferious and fubftantial. There wasnow no room 
left for compromiie, and this was the moment of 
victory or defeat. Some time was requifite for 
oppofition to concert their meafures, and review 
their ftrength, that they might not be expofed to 
the difgrace of attempting any thing above their 
ability to carry into etlect. The only ftep that 
remained, fhort of the defperate expedient of 
ftopping the mutiny bill and withholding the 
{uppiies, was to vote him an enemy to his country 
who fhould advife to continue the prefent ade 
miniftration. Many were unwilling to advance 
fo near to the brink of a precipice, that one flep 
farther might be ruin, and fome late defections 
from their fide had rendered a majority doubtful 
on any queition. 

March 8. Oa Monday they were, therefore, 
obliged to content themfeives with an humble 
reprefentation to his Majefty, te which no 
aniwer is cuftomary, to be prefented by members 
of the privy-council, and this was carried by a 
fingle voice, It was the confummation of their 
unavailing oppofition to what they judged an 
unwarrantable exercife of the royal prerogative, 
and may be confidered as a manifeito to the 
world, as well as a reprefentation to the throne, 
As it is given at length, under the head State 
Papers of this number, we (hail not enter into 
the detail of it. It fet forth that the Houle 
did not prefume to offer any advice to his Ma- 
jetty with regard to the propriety of adsmitting 
either the prefent ministers or any other perfons 
as part of a new adminiftration, well knowing 
it to be the undoubted prerogative of his Majeity 
to appoint his minifters. without any preyioug 
advice {rom either Houfe of Parliament; and 
their duty humbly to offer their advice, when 
fuch appointments fhall appear t them pre- 
judicial to the public fervice, That it had an- 
ciently been the prattice of the Houle to with 
hold the fupplies until grievances were redretied 
and that they thould be warranted as well by the 
moft approved precedents, as by the fpirit of the 
conititution, in following this courle in the 
prefent conjuncture; but that if, in confideration 
of the peguliar exigencies of the times, they 
fhould be induced to wave for the prefent the 
exercifeof their legal and con{titutional mode of 
obtaining redrefs, they implored his Majefty 
not to impute theiy forbearance to any want of 
fincerity in their complaint or dittruit in the 
juttice of their caufe. . 

The Privy Seal, whieh had continued undif. 
pofed of fince the appointment of the Dyke of 
Rutland to the Lord-Lieutenaney of Iyecland, 
was delivered into the hands of gommiffioners, 
Various reports were circulated, during the above 
period, of itrengthening the cabinet by the jn- 
tweduction of LordsShelburne and Temple. 

March 9. To have lot a queftion by a fingle 


vote was indeed a victory, but a victory ef which 
minifters had no caufe to boaft. Oppofition fore 
bere all further obitruction to them, in bringing 
forward the public bulingss, but formed _— a 
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ftrong camp of obfervation, to watch and take 
advantage of their motions. A mutiny bill for 


the ufual time this day paffed a committee of 
the Houfe. Lord North and Mr. Fox had 
exprefied themfelves in the moft explicit terms 
on the expediency of a fhort mutiny bill, but 
it was now thought proper to abandon that idea, 
From this time minifters are to be confidered as 
ating on the refult of their own deliberations, 
and not as ftruggling under the difficulties of an 
experiment, the event of which, fix months ago, 
would have been counted an idle dream. 

March 12. Mr. Sawbridge brought forward 
the bufinefs of parliamentary reform, as the teit 
of Mr. Pitt’s confiftency on a queftion which he 
had once fupported fo ftrenuoufly. Mr. Pitt 
acted, as we luppofe every minifter will act, in 
like circumitances. He {poke and voted for a 
reform himfelf, and fuffered his adherents to do 
as they pleafed, of courfe it was negatived. A 
reformation of the Houfe of Commons, like all 
objects of great popular attention, has had its 
day, and we believe Mr. Sawbridge will gain as 
little popularity by his late motion, as the mini- 
fier wall lofe. 

The public bufinefs was ftill brought forward 
with fuch tardinefs, as indicated no difpofition 
in minifters to go through the ufual bufinefs of a 
feflion with the prefent parliament. The mu- 
tiny bill being patted, and the fupplies voted, his 
Majefty put an end to the feffion on the 24th. 
He was induced to do this, becaufe he felt it a 
duty which he owed to the country and the con- 
ftitution, in. fuch a fituation, to recur as {peedily 
as poflible to the fenfe of his people, by calling a 

- new parliament. On Friday the 26th, a procla- 
mation for. diflolving the old, and calling a new 
parliament, was iffued. 

The circumftances attending the diffolution 
are fingular. The Houfe of Commons have 
voted fupplies to the amount of ten millions, 
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for which there is provided about two millions 
of ways and means, and no bill for appropriating 
the fupplies has paffed, notwithftanding the vote 
ofthe 12th of January. Topay the army with- 
out a bill of appropriation wili be a direét in« 
fringement of the charter of rights which was 
prefented to William and Mary, as the exprefs 
condition on which they accepted and were ta 
hold the crown. 

Theie are points which we will not attempt 
toclear up. There is one thing with which our 
readess cannot be too foon acquainted, as on it 
all minifters are agreed, the neceflity of ims 
pofing frefh Lurdens on the people. To make 
good deficiencies, and provide for the intereft of 


the unfunded debt, not lefs than two millions - 


annually will be wanted, as will appear by the 
following ftate of the unfunded debt, taken from 
accounts laid before the Houle of Commons, 
and from their refolutions : " 
Navy and victualling bills £+ 15,500,009 
Exchequer bills due to the Bank, 





and in circulation . 7y090,000 
Extraordinary of the army for 

lait year - - 2,500,000 
Army expence for this year 1,016,170 
Navy for this year, ordinary and : 

extraordinary - 3915§4,000 
Exchequer bills to be paid 2,000,000 
Deticiency of the war taxes laft ; 

year » - 93 4,000 
Ordnance expence for this year 436,600 
Mifcellaneous expences - §00,008 

Total —£.34,040,770 

The only funds to anfwer the tayaby 

above, are the land and malt 

tax and finking fund, at moit = 4,000,000 





£- 30,000,000 


— 











Account of the Proceedings of the Gentlemen, Members of the Honfe of Commons, whe 
affembled at the St. Alban’s-Tavern, with a view to conciliate differences, and 
JSorward an union of parties. (Continued from page 158.) 


6 Be: country gentlemen, who had exerted, 


themlelves fo laudably to bring about an 
union of parties, renewed their endeavours on 
Wednefday the 25th of February. We are not 
able to lay before our readers a complete detail 
of ali their proceedings, but the following are 
the moft material: 5 
March 1.° The Hon. Charles Marfham and 
Mc. Powys ftated to the meeting the circumitances 
of the negociation which they had conducted for 
fome days paft, and which had unhappily con- 


cluded with as little fuccefs as the former endea- — 


vours of that body. They faid, that when the 
Duke .of Portland delivered his final anfwer, 
that he could not meet Mr. Pitt, until he had 
fhewn a difpofition to comply with the withes of 
the Houfe of Commons, either by an actual or 
virtual refignation; and that Mr. Pitt had pe- 
remptorily declared, that he would do neither 
the one. nor the other as a preliminary to nego- 
Ciation—it was thought that an expedient might 
be found to clear the ground, and bring them 


to an interview, without any conceffion of prin- 
ciple, but énly by a coarcthon ot medé. With 
this view it was, that a meffage was fent from 
his Majeity to the Duke of Portland, intimating 
‘his Majefty’s earneft defire, that his Grace 
fhould have a perfonal conference with Mr. 
Pitt, for the purpofe of forming a mew aadmini- 
JSration on a wide bafis, and on fair atid EQUAL 


_terms.’? This metlage was confidered by tlie 


Duke of Portland as a‘ removal of the previous 
obftacle, fince, though it was not a declaration-on 
the partof Mr. Pitt, it was tantamount to a virtual 
refignation. The preliminaries of the conférence 
were next to be coufidered, and here an gbjec- 


. tion prefented itfelf which called for the expla- 


nation of a term in the meffage. His Grace 
could have no objection to. the word fair—it was 
a general term, and he and Mr. Pitt might in 
framing the arrangements mutually difcufs 
what they confidered tobe fair; but the other 
term in the meflage, the word égwa/, was 
a more fpecific- and limited term; it might 
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be conftrued varioufly, and his Grace thought it 
meceflary, as a preliminary to negociation, that 
Mr. Pitt fhould explain precifely what he 
meant by the word egual. In anfwer to this 
Mr. Pitt faid, in a meifage, that there was no 
occafion, in his mind, for entering into any ex- 
planation of the term, as it could be beft ex- 
lained in a perfonal conference. The Duke of 
Portland replied to the negociators, that it was 
impoffible for him to agree to any perfonal con- 
ference on a preliminary meflage, the terms of 
which the author refufed toexplain, Mr. Pitt 
perfevered in his refolution not to explain the 
word, and here the negociation broke off. On 
this ftatement of the cafe Mr. Marfham and Mr. 
Powys delivered their fentiments, and a refolu- 
tion was prepared and adopted by the meeting to 
the following effect : 

“© That it was the fenfe of that body, that 
parties in the prefent circumitances of the 
country, when an union on a broad and com- 

rehenfive batis was declared on all hands to 
be neceflary, fhould not fuffer verbal objec- 
tions, and matters of ceremony and explana- 
tion, to prevent them from meeting; that it 
would not be either difhonourable or improper in 
them to concede fuch points ;. and that that meet- 
ing fhould declare its approbation of thofe who 
manifefted the greateft readinefs in making fuch 
conceffion.—This refolution was communicated 
the fame day to both parties, before the meeting 
of the Houfe of Commons. 

March 5. There was another meeting for the 
avowed purpofe of endeavouring, if it was yet 
poflible, to bring about fuch explanations be- 
tween the Duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt, as 
might clear away the impediment to a negocia- 
tion for the defired union. It was compoted of 
almoft all the gentlemen, who come under the 
defcription of country members, that have at- 
tended the prefent feflion of parliament. A letter 
from the Duke of Portland, in anfwer to the lait 
refolution of the meeting, ftating his Grace’s 
reafons for defiring the explanation of the preli- 
gninary term ‘** egwa/,’’? was read. It was dated 
March the 2d, 1784, and was addrefled to Sir 











March 


George Cornwall, William Huffey, and Georg®* 
Dempiter, Efgrs. It contained a clear and cir- 
cumftantial ftatement of his Grace’s reafons for 
defiring an explanation of the word equal, af- 
figning, among others, that if it were meant li+ 
terally, and implied naming to the cabinet 
equally, it placed them more in the light of two 
parties fetting out with hopes of overreaching 
each other, than with a fincere defire to bring 
about a folid union founded in honour and in 
principle; and that the inevitable confequence 
of an union fo formed mutt be diftraction and 
divifion in the cabinet, weak meafures, and an 
embarrailed government. 

It was reiolved that the committee fhould 
carry this letter to Mr. Pict, and ufe their en- 
deavours to procure from him the fatisfaction 
which the Duke thought necetlary before any 
interview for the purpofe of forming an arrange- 
ment could take place. They waited on Mr. 
Pitt accordingly, but without effe€ting any thing. 

March 8. Another meeting was held for the 
purpofe of trying one more effort to bring the 
Duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt togethers The 
ground of this laft endeavour was, that as Mr. 
Pitt, in his anfwer to the requeft of the Duke of 
Portland, to explain the meaning of the preli- 
minary term ‘** egual,’’ before they fhould meet 
to negociate an union, faid that the term would 
be bett explained in a perfonal conference, they 
thought it their duty, as the laft effort, to try to 
prevail on his Grace to agree to meet Mr. Pitt for 
the exprefs purpofe of hearing his explanation of 
this term in his preliminary meilage. The Duke 
of Portland, by his letter, confented to the meet- 
ing, and feveral meflages pafied. Mr. Marfham, 
Mr. Powys, Mr. Honeywood, Mr. Dempfter, 
and the other gentlemen who had interfered 
with their weight and influence, fo far prevailed 
as to effect an interview, but it did not terminate 
in the conciliation defired. The refult of the 
conference was fuch as determined the country 
gentlemen to agree to Mr. Fox’s motion for a 
reprefentation to the King, and thus ended all 
profpect of an union. 





Dean Tucker’s Opinion on the prefent moft interefting Difputes. 


LTHOUGH the following little tra¢t has 

‘appeared in moft of the daily prints, we 
think the fanctidn of fo refpectable a name as 
Deam Tucker’s will entitle it to a place in that 
department of our mifcellany with which it is 
fo intimately connected : 

TIME cardinal point, on which the queftion 
between the King and the Houfe of Lords on 
the cme fide, and the prefent Houle of Commons 
on the other, really hinges, appears to be this: 

The King has, by the conftitution of this 
country, the fole right of nominating or ap- 
pointing the great re/ponfible officers of the 
crown. This: is confetied and allawed by all; 
and, indeed, the appointment of fuch minifters 
js a truft which could not be lodged in any hands 
with fo much fafety as with the crown. 

The Houfe of Lords ought not to be in pof- 
feffion of it, becaufe the conttitution has already 
made them the judges in the dernier refort of ail 





minifters, whenever any complaint or impeach- 
ment fhall be. brought againft them. Were they, 
therefore, to fit in judgement on fuch perfons tor 
mal-adminiftration whom they themfelves had 
chofen and appointed, this,:in fact, would be 
fitting in judgement on'their own actions. 

The Houfe of Commons ought not to enjoy the 
privilege of nominating minifters, or even of re- 
commending them, becaufe they are the con/fi- 
tutional watchmen of the ftate, whofe peculiar 
province it is, to keep the public purie; and 
when they make grants out of it, to infpeét and 
examine the application of fuch grants with the 
utmoft-care. Custequeatty they are to accufe, 
to profecute, and impeach every refponfible mini- 
fter, whenever they apprehend him to be guilty 
of abufes or mifmanagement in the difcharge'of 
his office. Hence, therefore, it muft follow, 
that it is repugnant to common fenfe that the 


Houfe of Commons fhouldbe allpwed to nominate 
or 
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er recommend thofe perfons whom afterwards it 
may be their duty to profecute. The ideas are 
repugnant to each other; atleaft, they appear to 
be fo in a moral and judicial view ; for, were 
culprits always to have the. liberty of choofing 
their own profecutors, what impartial juftice 
could be expected from fuch /ham profecutions ? 
The unjuft fteward, mentioned in a book to 
which moderp politicians pay no regard, had 
Jittle caufe to fear the lofs of his ftewardthip, 
for having wafted his mafter’s goods, could he 
have had the appointment of his own friends 
and recommenders to be his only examiners and 
acculers, 
_ Forevert, therefore, to the point from which 
we fet out—The crown alone is entrutted by the 
conftjtution with the appointment of all its re- 
gas minifters, The reafon is obvious, After 
uch sep nireen they are to anfwer for their 
conduct to difinterefted, impartial profecutors, and 
before impartial difinterefted judges, in cafe they 
fhould act amifs. The crown, therefore, ought 
‘pever to {eek the previous confent of either Houfe 
in the choice of its minifters: for, provided the 
choice is fuch, that no natural incapacity, no 
moral or mental difqualification can be objected, 
jt js enough; the conititution requires no more ; 
the refponfible minifter, therefore, whoever he 
gay be, is legally and conftitutionally appointed, 
"AS he thys ftands upon his good behaviour before 
the Houfe of Commons as his profecutors, and 
before the Houfe of Peers as his judges, he ought 
not to be prejudged by them ejther way; that is, 
he ought to be neither applauded nor condemn, 
ed, till his own conduct, and his perfonal merit 
or demerit, in his office, fhall have rendered him 
worthy either of their praife or cenfure, 

This, undoubtedly, being the true ttate of the 
cafe, Jet us now fee how the Houfe of Commons 
have acted, and ftill continue to aét, in thefe mat- 
ters. Inftead of keeping within the bounds ef 
their duty, as the watchmen of the ftate, and 
the guardians of the public treafure, they have 
created for themfelves a new office, totally un- 
known to the conftitution, and utterly fubverfive 
of it, when purfued: to all its fatal confequences, 
‘Though they do not object to the choice which 
his Majefty has made, as a choice intrinfically 
bad; nay, though they applaud it, as being in 
itfelf a very good one, fuch as they hemfelups 
would have made; yet they bring a moft for: 
‘midable objection againft his Majeity for making 
this choice without their previous confent,' For 
it feems a man who has not the confidence of their 
Houfe, however well qualified himfelf,; ought not 
‘to be chofen; and, if chofen, he ought to be com- 
‘pelled to refign, jn order to: obtain their appro- 
Fation before his ele€tion. In fact, according to 
this pofition, no man js eligible till the Houfe of 
‘Commons have given their fat, This new doce 
trine was firft broached by a defperate faction in 
the reign of George the Third; buta ftrange one 
‘furely it is, more ftrange, if poflible, than that 
famous cafe of A/bby and Wbite in the year 1704. 
‘If thofe only are to be deemed eligible whg are 
the declared favourites of the Houfe of Commons, 
what kind of guards and fentinels will our re- 

fentatives become, in watching over the con- 

Lonp. Mac, March 1784, 


* See their reprefentation to the King, and the debates and refolutions pa/im, 
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duct of their own favourites, their owp creaw 
tures? Et quis cuftodes cufiodiet ipfos ? 

Befides, there is another moft alarming con 
fideration, which feems to be too much over- 
looked. According to thefe zew regulations, nq 
man ought to be made prime minitter who hag 
not acquired the confidence of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. Be it fo; but then, how is this confi- 
dence to be obtained? What meafures is the 
candidate to purfuc, for obtaining an inflyence 
fo preponderating as to fecure his eleCtion?. The 
true anfwer to which queftion is this, He muft 
make iatereft with, he muft ftudy to oblige (foft 
words in the prefent cafe for flatterjng, bribing, 
and corrupting) as many leading members as h¢ 
¢an, to efpoufe his cayfe; he muft, and he will, 
make large promifes, that as foon as he fhall come 
into power, he will gratify thefe with honours, 
titles, itars, and ribbands; thofe with places, 
penfions, or lucrative jobs and contracts. In 


fhort, he muft kpow every man’s price, and ag 


according to this plan of jniquity, 

Thus, by the great innovation now attempted 
to be introduced into the conftitution, the Britith 
empire will be as furely overturned, and as truly 
fet to fale to the higheft bidder within the walls 
of the Houfe of Commons, as the Roman eme 
pire was by the Pretorian Guards, during the 
declenfion of that unwieldy falling itate, 

If rumour is to be credited, the price of fee 
veral capital leaders is already fixed. Whether 
this be true or falfe, the fyitem tends to cor, 
ruption, and cannot be rg ae on any other 
principle; a circumftance fufficient to render it 
deteftable in the eyes of every fincere lover of his 
country. } 

As fuch, the writer of this paper, who never 
proftituted his pen to any party, nor wrote againtt 
the conviction of his confcience, wifhes now te 
bear his public teftimony againtt it. 

JOSIAH TUCKER, 
Gloucefter, March 1, 1784, 





Having thus far ftated one fide of the queftion, 
it becomes us, as impartial recorders of facts 
and opinions, to extend the fame indulgence to, 
the other, We fhall, therefore, fubjoin the fol- 
lowing remarks, with which a coyreipondent has 
favoured us, 


Remarks on Dean Tucker's Opixions, 


THE general’ principles on which the Dean 
argues are found and conttitutional, and his in- 
ferences are juit and rational; but his ftatement 
of the queftion between the crown and the Houle 
of Commons is neither fair nor accyrate; his 
b erpewars7 of thefe principles and deductions to 
the late difpute is, therefore, unlogical and inr 
conclufive. The Houfe of Commons, jn the 
— inftance, have never contrayerted his 

ajefty’s undoubted prerogative of appointing to 
the executive offices of the ftate, without the 
advice or recommendation of either Houfe of 

arliament*, They have not applauded his 

Majefty’s late choice as initfelf 4 very good one, 
and fuch as they themfelves-would have made; 
nor have they objected to it as made without 
their previous confent, 


K But 


—_— 
— 
aS 



















































Se ee 











2450 MONTHLY CHRONOLOGY. 


But they have objected to the prefent admini- 
ftration, becaufe the circumftances under which 
it was conftituted, and the grounds upon which 
it exifts, have given juft caufe to fufpec& that 

rinciplés are adopted, and views entertained, 
inimical to the privileges of the Houfe of Commons, 
and the freedom of the conftitution ; becaufe no ad- 
miniftration can ferve his Majefty and the public 
with effe&t, which does not poffefs the confi- 
dence of the Commons; becaufe confidence may 
very prudently be withheld, where no criminal 
proceis can properly be inftituted; and becaufe 
they were warranted by ancient ufage to defire 
the remowal of minifters without making any 
charge whatever. 

They have not, therefore, created a new of- 
fice for themfélves, nor exceeded the bounds of 
their duty as the conititutional watchmen of the 
ftate, and the guardians of the public treafure. 

The application of this metaphor would in- 
deed have clofer, if the Dean had ftated it 
to be more particularly their duty to take care 
that the ftate receive no detriment from the evil 
defigns or mifconduét of minifters, than to pro- 
fecute them for crimes that might have been pre- 
vented, when their punifhment cannct avert the 
fatal confequences of theirmal-adminiftration. If, 
for inftance (let us fuppofe a cafe which we trutt 
will never be realized) his Majefty fhould call 
men into his fervice in a manner, if not uncon- 
ftitutional, at leaft unprecedented, and the Houfe 
of Commons fhould have reafon to apprehend 
danger to the conftitution from fuch an appoint- 
ment, would they not a€ in ftri& conformity to 
their duty as the conftitutional watchmen of the 
ftate, and the guardians of the public treafute, 
in withholding their confidence from’ fuch men, 
in refufing to truft them with the expenditure of 
the public money, and addrefling the crown for 
their removal, before they had fucceeded fo far 
m theif unwarrantable defigns, by deluding the 
credulity of the pedple, and pervertirig che fetter 
of the conttitution, as to treat the Houfe of Com- 
mons with fcorn and defiance? Unlefs, indeed, 
their confidence ought to be dependent on the 
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~ will, and transferable with the feals of 
ce. 

The right of the crown to appoint minifters 
is neither more nor lefs undoubted than the pre- 
_— of making peace or declaring war; but 
will the Dean venture to affert that peace or war 


ought to be made againft the fenfe of the Houfe 
of Commons? Or will he ftate an inftance. of 
either, in the better times of the conttitution, 
where the advifers have not been punifhed at 
leaft with the lofs of their places? Upon the 
fame principle the approbation of the Commons 
ought to be deemed a neceffary ingrediedt in 
the formation of a miniftry, and in this view they 
poffefs a conttitutional negative on the appoint- 
ment of minifters. . 

It is not denied that the. prefent minifters, ia 
retaining their offices, have aéted according to 
itri@t law. But law will not ftill the cravings of 
premature and inordinate ambition. Men may 
deferve the moft fevere punifhment without ren- 
dering themfelves objects of legal conviction. 
The Houfe of Commons would alfo have been 
juftified by law in ftopping the mutiny bill and 
withholding the fupplies; but would the law 
have extricated us from the ruin and confufion 
that muft inevitably have followed? In all fuch 
cafes, it is abfurdto reafon from abftra¢t princi- 
ples: men muft be determined by the fpirit and the 
ends of government, and not by the letter of the 
conftitution. “hae 

A very im r confidence, it is true, f 
fubfift betetent e minifter and the Houle of 
Commons, a bafe connexion of patronage and de= 

ndence. Like inferior watchmen, they are 
iable to corruption, or apt to fluinber on their 
ftand. But it will not increafe their vittue or 
their watchfulnefS, to degtade them to’ a mere 
committee ‘of ways and means, to régiftet the 
edicts of the crown, and fupply the éxtravagance 
of every minifter; or, to ufea homely figuré, to 
a mere pack-faddle on the back of the people, 
for every adventutous novice in the art of go- 
verning to vault into. 
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Farpay, Fel. 20. 

Caufe was tried in the court of King’s- 

Bench, Weftminfter, before Lord Mans- 
field and a fpecial jury, wherein William Hodg- 
fon, Efq. an eminent merchant of the city of 
London, was plaintiff, and Jeremy Sneyd, Efg. 
on the part of the fecretary of ftate, defendant. 
The action was brought for the recovery of the 
fum of thirty pounds, fourteen fhillings, which 
Mr. H. conceived had been illegally extorted 
from him by the office clerks, as fees for four 
paj/es (for one fhip) applied for in confequence 
of the late Preliminary Articles of Peace, &c. 
The caufé being undoubtedly of great confe- 
quence to the mercantile intereft of this country, 
much attention was paid to it by the court, and 
the matter was ably argued by the counfel on 
both fides. The defence refted on the: autho- 
rity of cuftem and ancient ufage; but failing 


in the proof, and the merits of the cafe being 
clearly tated by the noble lord on the bench, to 
the entire fatistaétion of the jury, a verdict was 
given for the plaintiff. Great praife is due to 
Mr. Hodgfon for his candid, open, and public- 
fpirited conduct, in bringing a queftjon, im 
which the trading intereft, as well as the hor 
nour of this country, are fo nearly concernedy to 
a fair and legal iflue. By this decifion, Lords 
Grantham and Sydney will have to refund 6000 
guineas, the amount of the fums illegally ex~ 
torted for paffes on the arrival of the prelimina- 
ries of the late peace, Some letters which had 
paiied between Lord Grantham and Mr. Hodg- 
fon, at the commencement of this bufinefs, were 
fpoken of with great approbation in the cou 
ot the trial, on account of the candour and 
litenefs of both. parties, ef which the following 


are authentic copies : 
5 Colemane 
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Coleman-ftreet, March 18, 1783. 

My Lord, 

ALTHOUGH I have not the pleafure of 
being perfonafly known to your lordthip, I flatier 
anyfelf your lordfhip wil! excuie this addrefs, on 
a fubject where your lordfhip’s honour and cha- 
zacter are much concerned. 

I am one of the many, who, in confequence of 
the Preliminary Articles, applied to your lord- 
fhip’s office for paties, purfuant to the regula- 
tions agreed upon betwixt the belligerent powers. 

My furprife and aftonifhment was great, in- 
deed, when my clerk informed me, that the 
clerks in your Lordfhip’s office demanded, and 
took from him the fum of jol. 14s. for the ne- 
ecfiary paffes for one fhip. : 

I wrote to Paris, to know ifa fimilar demand 
was made there, and yefterday received a letter 
from his Excellency Dr. Franklin, wherein he 
affures me, that the paffes were delivered gratis 
there. His Excellency at the fame time informs 
me, that two hundred of thele paffes were coun- 
terchanged,. by which your lotdfhip will iee, that 
the clerks ‘in your lordfhip’s office have plun- 
dered the merchants of this city of the enormous 
fum of fix thoufand guineas. 1s this, my lord, 
fit and right? Lam ture your lordfhip’s mind 
mutt revolt at fuch rapacity in men who are libe- 
rally paid for‘ doing the public bufinefs. Your 
lordfhip will be pleafed to confider of the pro- 

riety of ordering reftitution to be made. J think 
it moft refpectful to your lordthiy, to atford your 
Jordthip the opportunity of making fome ar- 


' yangement relative thereto. At the fame time, I 


with your lordthip fully to underftand, that it no 
redrefs is offered, 1 am determined to bring the 
affair before a court of juftice, te which, fhould 
Ibe driven, your lordfhip’s name fhall not be 
ufed, unlefs my counfel think it abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to the regularity of the proceedings, hav- 
ing very great perfonal refpe&t for your lordfhip’s 
character. 1 fhall do myfelf the honour of 
waiting upon your lordfhip, if your lordfhip 
withes any further explanation, 
lam, &c. 

WILLIAM HODGSON. 
To the Right Hon. Lord Grantham, 

one of his Mayfty’s principal 

Secretaries of flate. 

LORD GRANTHAM’s ANSWER. 
Sir, Whitehall, March 24, 1733. 
I Have received your’s of the 18th inftant, 
and am obliged to you for the expreffions of per- 
fonal attention to me which are contained in it. 
You do me juftice, in fuppofing that I fhould be 
an enemy to any innovation or extortion. I have 
made enquiry on the fubject of your letter, and 
find that the fees received on the delivery of each 
pals have been the fame with thole that were 
taken in fimilar circumftances in the years 1719, 
1748, and 1763, of which the office books fur- 
nifh repeated proofs. 

I am-very defirous that you fhould have every 
fatisfa€tion on this fubjeét, and will direct any 
information to be furnifhed you which you may 
think expedient to call for. Iam, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 


Zs William Hodgfin, Ef GRANTHAM. 
9 ‘am Hodg fon 4 
Coleman-firecte ag 
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MR. HODGSON’s REPLY. 

My Lord, © F 

’ | Have received the honour of your lord- 
fhip’s letter of the 24th of March, in anfwer to 
mine of the 18th. I am much obliged to your 
lordfhip for the trouble your lordfhip has been 
pleafed to take, in caufing enquiry to be made 
into the books of the office for precedents. As 
your Jordfhip dates an ufage fimilar to the pre- 
fent te have prevailed fince the year 1719, I pre- 
fume i am to conclude your lordthip is of opi- 
nien that that ufage will juttify the officers on 
the prefent-occafion. 

If your lordfhip fo reafons, and fo concludes, 
I am forry for it, becaufe I flattered myfelf I had 
given your lordfhip the faireft opportunity of 
doing yourfelf much honour, and of acquiring 
much reputation, by correcting an abufe of fo 
long ftanding. Extortion, my lord, ceafes not 
to be extortion, becaufe it has been practifed for 
a length of time with impunity, and in my poor 
judgement it is the more neceflary to ftop its fur- 
ther progrefs; I fhall, therefore, my lord, be un- 
der de neceffity of having recourfe to a court of 
juitice for a correction of this evil. 

Jam, &c. my lord, 


Your lordfhip’s, 
To the Right Honourable W. HH, 
Lord Grantham. 
SATURDAY, 21. , 

This evening the nobility who went to th 
opera were attacked and robbed by parties of 
about feven, ten, or twelve in number, in every 

art of the Hay-market, Pall-Mall, and Cock- 
fpunfercets the peace officers and military ufed 
every means to check their career; but it proved 
fruitlefs, owing to the number of pick-pockets 
who infefted the doors and avenues, which 
made it almoft impoffible for either gentlemen 
or ladies to pafs without the lofs of their watch- 
es, hats, or fome other valuables. It is ima- 
gined there could not be lefs than one hundred 
of thefe defperate plunderers: their gangs were 
too numerous and powerful for the conftables to 
rifque a conteit with them, the greater part of 
them being armed with knives and piftols. 

This night’s Gazette contains an addrefs to 
his Majefty from the gentlemen, clergy, met- 
chants, and inhabitants of the tewa of Wolver- 
hampton, figned by 2485 perfons, their former 
addrefs, it feems, having been mifreprefented 
as not containing the general fentiments of the 
inhabitants; alfo addreffes from the county of 
Denbigh, the citizens of Briitol, the city of 
Wells, the boroughs of New Windfor, Andover, 
and Lynne-Regis, the town of Lancafter, bo- 
roughs of St. Alban's and Marlborough, and 
from the chamberlains, common-council, free- 
holders, and other inhabitants of the borough of 
Alnwick, on the difmiflion of the late minitry, 
and the prefent fituation of affairs. 

TUESDAY, 24. 

This night’s Gazette contains addreffes to the 
King from the counties of Middlefex, figned by 
the fheriffs; Berks, 1,103 perions; Cornwall, 
the fheriff; city of Aberdeen, 167; borough of 
Banbury, 119; towns of Shrewibury; 428; and 
Kingfton-upon-Hull, 535; towns and ports. of 
Folkftone, 152, and Dover, 524; corporation of 
Maidenhead, 124; borough and town of Calne, 

Kk 2 1405 
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i405 town of Beverley in Yorkfhire, by the 
mayory &c. and borough of Aiingdon, 167 per- 
fons, on the change of the miniitry, and ex- 
preiting their attachment to his Majeity’s perfon 
and governments 
SaturpDay, 28 ' 

_ This night’s Gazeue contains addrefies to the 
King from the city and liberty ot Weitmintter, 
the cities of Durham and Worcefter, the town 
ot Newcaitle upon ‘'vne, boroughs ot Bucking- 
ham and Newark upon Trent, town and pariih 
of Maidfione, in Kent, borough of Ayleibury, 
town of Sandwich, county of Lanark, pratides 
of a number of the focienes in and about Glaf- 
gow, and the borough ot Dundee, on the late 
change in the minittry. 

. Turespay, March 2. 

This night’s Gazette contains addreffes to the 
King from the tewn of Falmouth, the borough 
of Daventry, the town and county of Pool, the 
town of Wareham, the borough of Penryn, the 
city of Glafgow, the borough of Dumfries, the 
provott, magiftrates, and council of Dumferline, 
of Innerkeithing, of Queen’s-Ferry, and the 
borough of Stirling, on the late changes in the 
minaftrys 
be THUR6DAY, 4 "Y. 

This morning, about a quarter before eight 
o’clock, the fix tollowing maletactors were car- 
ried out of Newgate to the gallows erected on a 

latform in the Oijd-Bailey, and executed pur- 
juant to their fentence, viz. Thomas Ledger 
and George Allen, for houfe -breaking— Thomas 
Walth, tor ftealing and a burglary—Joleph 
Clark, for robbery—John Ath, tor forgery— 
and John Lee, for counterieiting a bill of ex- 
change.—Mr.. Lee was born and educated a gen- 
tleman: he poffeiled a ftrong underitanding and 
polithed mannerss When very young, he en- 
tered the army an enfign, and by force of merit 
and addrefs, obtained a companys His compa- 
nions were of the firft rank, which led him into 
expence, and obliged him to fell his commif- 
fions He attached himfelf to Mifs Jefferies, 
the a¢treis, and went upon the ftage, where, 
notwithitaading his accomplifhments, he cut 
-but an indificrent iigure. While they were, as 
@ part of the Edinburgh company, playing et 
the theatre cf Aberdeen, they were encouraged 
to open an academy for the teaching of the Eng- 
lifh language. Mrs. Lee was much patronized, 
and had the daughters of the principal gentry in 
the country at her houfts Capt, Lee was too 
fond of gambling long to preferve his character 
-in a place where, though they are iefs rigid than 
in othr parts of Scotland, they yet pay atten 
tion to the morals of thofe who are invefted 
with public duties; and on the death of Mrs. 
Lee, he was again fuffered, without regret, to 


go abroad into the world. He renewed his ac- — 


quaintance with the ftage, and played at Portf- 
tnouth and other theatres. A few cays previous 
to the commiffion of the crime for which he 
fuffered, he arrived in London without a far- 
thing, and being literally ftarving, and afhamed 
to. begy urged by the calls of nature, he went 
to the Rofe tavern, in Bridges-ftreet, where he 
had often {pent large fums, and having dined, 
, borrowed from the proprietor of the houfe a gui- 
héa and a half, giving him as fecurity a paper 
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urporting to be Lord Townfhend’s draft on th 
rdnance-office; the draft, being offered for 
payment, was ftopped, and Mr. Lee being foon 
alver apprehended, was tried and convicted, &c. 
His friends did.every thing that friendfhip could 
dictate to fave his life, but in vain. 

Mr. Lee requeited that he might give the fig- 
nal for the executioner to put a period to their 
exiitence; which being granted, after a few mo- 
ments of private ejaculation, he dropped his hands 
kerchief, and the falfe bottom on which they 
ftood in an inftantfe.l in. 

The feilion ended at the Old Bailey; at which 


fourteen convicts received judgement of death, 


nine were ordered to be tranfported, feven im- 
prifoned and kept to hard labour in the houfe of 
correction, three to hard labour on the Thames, 
feven to be whipped and imprifoned in New- 
gate, nineteen to be publicly whipped, three 
peer whipped, and twenty-five difcharged 
y proclamation. 
SatTuRDAY, 6: ' 

This night’s Gazette contains addtefles to his 
Majefty from the city of Briftol, the town of 
Chard, the boroughs of Warwick, Truro, Tam- 
worth, Barnftaple, Wallingford, and Bridport, 
county of Fife, borough of Kirkcaldy, thire of 
Linlithgow, and burgh of Air, on the late 
changes in the miniftry. 

TUESDAY, 9 

This night’s Gazette contains his Majefty’s 
proclamation, offering a reward of 200]. ior aps 
prehending Captain Wall, late commandant at 
Goree, on the coaft of Africa, who being in 
cuftody, by virtue of a warrant under the hands 
of fix of the privy-counci], and upon fufpicion of 
murther by him fuppofed to be committed at 
Goree on the coaft of Africa, hath made his 
efcape from the hands of one of the meiffengers 
in ordinary, from an inn at Reading, in the 
county of Berks, and is fled from juftice. 

The facts exhibited againft Governour Wall 
are as follow:—A day or two previous to leaving 
his government on the coait of Africa, he had 
five foldiers tried and condemned to receive fif- 
teen hundred lathes each. Whether the judge- 
ment was given under fufficient authority or ho 
is the queition “of law to be determined, but the 
confequences were truly melancholy, as three of 
the unhappy fufferers died of their wounds. 
Mr. Wall departed from Africa the day after the 
execution of the fentence, and returned to Eng- 
and, wracquainted with the death of the mens 
The officers of the garrifon having arrived with- 
in a few days aiter him immediately laid their 
complaint betore the council. ‘Che furgeon who 
attended the execution, when afked why he 
did not itop the execution, which he had a right 
to do? anfwered, becaufe he feared a fimilar fate. 
He was taken into cuftody by a King’s meffen- 
ger at Bath. He feemed greatly attonifhed and 
diftrefled at the fight of the warrant, and ré- 
quefted that a lady who was in his apartments 
might accompany him to London. To this the 
‘officer had no objection, and when the parties 
arrived at Reading in the evening, he expoftu- 
lated with the perfons who held him in cuttody, 
upon the impropriety and indelicacy of their 
_ lying in the fame room with him and his fair 
fellow-traveller. With great difficulty he pre- 


vailed 












vailed on his guard to reft in the next bed- 
chamber, promifing to be ready to proceed on 
his journey at fix o’clock the next morning; but 
the prifoner during the night, by,fome means, 
made his efcape, and got fate to the continent. 
The fame Gazette contains addreiles to the 
King from the county of Stafford, boroughs of 
Cricklade and Penryn, county of Berwick, pro- 
voft, magiftrates, and town-council of Lanark, 
county of Haddington, and the royal borough of 
Culrofs, expreffing their attachment to his Ma- 
jefty’s perfon and government; and their thanks 


‘for the late changes in the miniftry. 


SATURDAY, 13. 
This night’s Gazette contains addretfes to the 


King from the county of Anglefey, the towns of 
‘Liverpool and Bedford, the borough of Don- 


cafter, the inhabitants of Rotherham in York- 

fhire, the county of. Bucks, the boroughs of 

Great Marlow and Okehampton, the borough 

town and manor of Biddeford, the town of Stock- 

bridge, and the boroughs of Saltafh and Har- 

wich, on the difmiffion of the late miniftry. 
Tusspay, 16. 

This Gazette contains addreffes to his Majefty 
from the county of Effex, the town and_port of 
Sunderland, corporation of Penzance, borough 
of Tregony, in Cornwall, principal inhabitants 
ot Tregony, town and borough of Athburton, 
towns of Ludlow, Paifley, Kilmarnock, Kirk- 
cudbright, and city of Aberdeen, on the late 
changes in the minifiry, and the prefent fituation 
of affairs, 

WEDNESDAY, I7. 

‘A court of aldermen was held at Guildhall, 
being particularly fummoned tor the purpofe or 
receiving a memorial from Sir Barnard Turner, 
Knot. and Thomas Skinner, Efq. Sheriths, re- 
lative to the recent conduét of the Secondary of 
the Compters: the Lord-Mayor and eighteen 
aldermen were prefent. Mr Blake, the Under 
Sheriff, and the Secondary attended, and were 
heard; when it appeared that a diftringas without 
any fum being mentioned had iffued in the ufual 
manner, directed to the fheriffs of this city, 
which was delivered at the Poultry-Compter, or- 
dering them to diftrainon the India Company, to 
oblige the Company to account before the Exche- 
quer at Weitminfter, in fifteen days from the day 
of Eaiter, to his Majefty, forfeyeral tums of mo- 
ney granted by Parliament, and imprefled to them 
at the Exchequer, for repaying the charges of 
troops ferving in the Eatt-Indies: that the Se- 
tondary had a warrant made out on the faid writ, 
took the fame to the India~Houfe, and demanded 
fees, without any explanation of the amount, on 
the fum of one hundred thoufand pounds due 
to government, alledging that the fheriffs were 
required by a writ of dittringas to diftrain for it; 
and upon payment, or an engagement to pay the 
fees, he would not.put the officers in poifeffion. 
The India Company, conceiving fuch a proceed- 
ing was unwarrantable, refufed to pay or engage 
‘to pay fuch fees; whereupon the Secondary on 
Friday evening put two men in poffeflion of the 
a gg goods and chattels at the India- 
Houfe. The Sheriffs complained to the couft, 
that the Secondary had a&ted in the matter with- 
Out communicating td them, or their knowing any 


‘thing of tit tranfaction, till on Saturday even. 
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ing they received information from the Sollicité? 
of the Company, complaining of it, and intimating 
that the Company had a legal remedy againift the 
Sheriffs: upon enquiry, they difcovered that the 
Secondary had declared the officers fhould be 
withdrawn if the India Company would depofit in 
his hands 100!, The Sheriffs immediately or- 
dered the men to be withdrawn. The Court, 
after hearing the Secondary in his defence, re 
folved unanimoufly, that he be fufpended from 
acting as Secondary of either of the Compters 
during their pleafure, and that the bufinels be 
tranfacted by the Sheriffs, or fuch as they fhall 
appoint; the Court likewife referred it toa Com- 
mitttee to examine into the allegations of the 
memorial. 
SATURDAY, 20. 

This night’s Gazette contains an addrefs to the 
King from the Prefbyterian minifters of the Gene- 
ral Synod of Uliter, thanking his Majefty for his 
royal munificence, in granting them an augmen+ 
tation of the royal bounty. Alfo addrefles from 
the gentlemen, clergy, and freemen of the 
city of Coventry, and the mayor, bailiffs, and 
sommonalty of ditto; likewife from the city of 
Rochefter, the borough of Tewkefbury, town 
of Redruth in Cornwall, Commiffioners of Su 
ply and heritors of the county of Edinburgh, 
and from the city of Glafgow, on the change 
of the miniftry, and the prefent fituation of 
affairs. 

, TUESDAY, 23s 

This night’s Gazette contains addrefles to the 
King from the county of Caernarvony county of 
Invernefs, city of Chefter, town and port of 
Bridlington, town and borough of Guildford, 
and the borough of New Radner, on the late 
change in the miniftry, and the prefent fituation 
of affairs. 

WEDNESDAY, 24. 

His Majefty went to the Houfe of Peers, and 
being feated on the throne, the Commons were 
fent for, who being come, his Majefty made a 
moft gracious f{peech from the throne, after 
which Lord Mansfield, by his Majefty’s com- 
mand prorogued the Parliament to Twefday the 
6th of April. 

The town was this morning thrown into a 
very great ferment, by one of the mott extraor- 
dinary burglarieson record. Some robbers having 
got out of the fields, over the garden wall of the 
Lord Chancellor’s houfe, in Great Ormond- 
ftreet, thence found means to get into the area, 
where they forced two bars of the kitchen 
window, and proceeding through it up ftairs, 
made their way into a room adjoining to his 
lordfhip’s ftudy. Here they broke open feveral 
drawers, and at laft coming to that in which the 
great fealof England is depofited, they took it 
out of the bag in which it was kept, and carried 
it off, together with two filver-hilted fwords, and 
a fum of money. 

The two {words appeared to have been drawns 
on their getting pofleffion of them, probably in 
order to fecure their retreat, and the fcabbards 
left behind. The inftrument alfo, by which 
thefe daring robbers forced their enterance was left 
behind, which is faid to be a plain, but extremely 
well-tempered tool, at once calculated for de- 
fence, or breaking oren locks, It is remarkable, 
that 
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that the robbery was effected with fo little noife, 
that not one of his lordthip’s fervants heard 
them, either during their flay, or in wrenching 
off the bars. 

The great feal confifts of two parts, about the 
fize of a {mall plate, one folding over the other, 
and the imprefiion made by it, is on both fides of 
the wax. The matter of which the feal is com- 
pofed is chiefiy filver, in value about 3ol, but 
the workman{hip amounts to a vaft deal more. 

No imall contufion enfued in the cabinet, on 
the difcovery of this very mal-a-propos robbery, 
which was the more unlucky, on account of the 
-very prefling demand for new writs, confequent 
to the diflolution of parliament. 

As foon as the Chancellor was apprifed of it, 
information was inftantly fent to Bow-ftreet; 
whence, as well as from every juftice-fhop 
in other parts of the town, the runners 
were difpatched on all fides, but hitherto without 
effect. The robbery was not advertifed, nor 
any reward offered for difcevering or apprehending 
the offenders. 

It was at firft reported that the feal had been 
taken, and nothing elfe, which, during the prefent 
ferments of party, occafioned much idle {pecula- 
tion, not a few being fully continced that it 
muft have been the contrivance of oppofition, to 
delay the diflolution of parliament. People 
were not aware that the privy-council can in a 
few hours give to any feal the force and authority 
of the Great Seal. 

The great feal was miffing when in the cuftody 
of Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, and was found 
by the means otf his lordfhip’s porter, without 
occafioning any buitle. 

When James II. abdicated the throne, he 
threw the great feal into the Thames, whence it 
was taken up by fome fifhermen, but the fame 
feal was never ufed again. 

RIDAY, 26. 

The royal proclamation was iffued for dif- 
folving the prefent parliament, and calling a new 
one. 





POSTSCRIPT 
To the State-Papers. 


By the KING, a PROCLAMATION 
For diffelving this prefent Parliament, and de- 
claring the cadling of another. 

GEORGE k. 

WHEREAS we have thought fit, by and 
with the advice of our privy-counci!, to diflolve 
this prefent parliament, which now ftands pro- 
rogued te Tuefday the 6th day of April next: we 
do, for that end, publith this our royal proclama- 
tion; and do hereby diflolve the faid parliament 
accordingly : and the lords fpiritual and temporal, 
and the knights, citizens, and burgefles, and 
the commiflioners for fhires and burghs, of the 
Houfe of Commons, are difcharged from their 
meeting and attendance on ‘Tuefday the faid 6th - 
day of April next.—And we being defirous and 

olved, as foon as may be, to meet our ple, 
and to have their advice in parliament, do hereby 
make known to all our loving fubjeGs our 
royal will and pleafure to call a new parlia- 
ment: and do hereby further declare, that, with 
the advice of our privy council, we have, tus 
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-one or other fide. 





March 


day, given order to our Chancellor of Great. 
Britain to iffue out writs, in due form, for call. 
ing a new parliament; which writs are to bear 
tefte on Friday the 26th of this inftant, March, 
and to be returnable on Tuefday the 18th day of 
er following. ' 
iven at our court at the Queen’s houfe, the 
25th day of March, 1784, in the 24th year 
our reign. 


GOD fave the KING! 





IRELAND. 


O* Saturday, March the 2oth, the great 
queftion of reform came on in the Houfe 
of Commons. Mr. Brownlow gave way to Col. 
Flood, who moyed for leave to bring in a bill 
to remedy certain defects in the reprefentation 
of the people in parliament. Mr. Brownlow 
Seconded the motion; and the Attorney-General 
faid, that as they did not now come commif- 
fioned from a body of armed men, he would 
not oppofe the introduction of the bill. Leave 
was accordingly given mem. com. 

Se 


EAST-INDIES. 


WE are forry to inform our readers, that 
now the bleffings of peace are likely to 
be reftored in India with all our foreign enemies 
there is ab appearance of an internal itruggle for 

ower, which may be more fatal to our concerns 
in that part of the globe than the joint arms of 
the French and Tippoo-Saib; for the whole Car- 
natic is divided into parties on the fide of Lord 
Macartney or General Stuart. To fuch extre- 
mities have things been carried, that Gen. Stu- 





art was difmiffled the fervice on the 17th of | 


September.—On the evening of the fame day 
he was put under arreft at the Garden-houfe by 
Lieutenant Gomond, fort-adjutant, and Mr. 
Stanton, Lord Macartney’s fecretary. He was 
conducted to his own houfe, and a guard placed 
overhim. He was arrefted as he was fending 
off orders to the King’s troops. 

Col. Lang was appointed lieutenant-general 
and commander in chief, in confequence of Sir 
John Burgoyne’s refufing to take the command, 
as he faid he did not confider Gen. Stuart as 
legally difmiffed the fervice. Col. Lang on the 
18th went to the Mount, to take the command 
of the army, whom Sir John Burgoyne at firlt 
refufed to obey, and then left the armty to Lieut. 
Col. Floyd. 

The Crekicns have not yet thought fit fo 

ublifh a more particular account of thefe tran- 
fetions, and it is not for us to fpeculate on af- 
fairs of fuch moment from the partial accounts 
of private individuals, every Englifhman and 
woman in India being avowedly a partizan of 
One thing, however, is cer- 
tain, that the Company’s intereft muft fuffer 
during thefe conte{is, and this circumttance calls 
loudly on both parties at home to unite in re 
ftoring order to the diftracted affairs of India. 
It is by no means improbable that while they 


are difputing about the divifion the booty may 
be loft. 

The Tryal Packet, which failed the latter 
end of Oétober, has brought home difpatches 
from Goycrnour Coles, of Bencoolen, The i k 
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1784 
nefs which had prevailed at that fettlement 
and Fort Marlborough the beginning of laft 
year, by which fuch numbers of people were 
carried off, began to ceafe in July, and when 
the packet failed it was neatly overs ‘The ‘per- 
fons who had out-lived the attack of the difeafe 
mended but flowly, and fome have left the place, 
to recruit their health at other fettlements. Ben- 
coolen is at befta very unhealthy place, and when 
there is a very dry (ars as was the cafe in 
1782, they never fail of being vifited by fevers 
attended with fluxes, which generally prove fatal; 
this in a great meafure is attributed ‘to the bad- 
nefs ef the water, there being hardly any freth 
og the iflands, and the few there are often 


ed up. There are frefh water lakes formed | 


by the rain, which defcends in quantities from 
the mountains, and is received into thofe natural 
yefervoirs;. but the water fgon putrifies, being 
ftagnated, and when ufed, for want of better, the 
confequences of fuch a beverage in a hot and bad 
climate are obvious. 

The Nancy packet, Faptan Haldane, which 
was coming exprefs from India, was loft about 
the rft of this month off Scilly, and all on board 
perithed. ‘The vetlel ftruck on the fame rock 
that is fuppofed to have occafioned the lofs of 
Sir Cloudefly Shovel, Some packets ‘of letters 
were picked up after the wreck broke up. From 
thefe it appears that the Mahrattas were quiet, 
ahd that the peace with chem had been com- 


pletely ratitied when the Nancy left Bombay. 


The following are a part of the paflengers 
known to have been on hoard the Nancy at the 
dward 
Hughes; Mr. Afhburner, late of the council at 
Bombay; Mr. Bond; Mr, Page and fons; Mifs 
A. Thomfon; Capt. Haidane; his firit and fe- 
cond mate; Mr. M‘Kenzie; and Mrs. Cargill, 
the celebrated a¢trefs, who went out about two 
years ago, and had made a very fuccefstul thea- 
wical voyage to India. 

Exclufive of remittances to the Company from 
India, there were upwards of 200,000}, private 
property, in fpecie and jewels, on board the 
above packet, ~ 








CIVIL PROMOTIONS. 


Gazette, Dec. 31, 1733. 
IGHT Hon, Heneage Earl of Aylesford, 
the Right, Hon, Thomas Lord Waifing- 
ham, andthe Right Hon. William Wyndham 
Grenville, to be privy-counfellors. The Earl of 
Galloway one of the lords of the bed-chamber. 

Fan. 9. Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Anguttas 
Montague Crofby, knighted. 

Fan. 13, Right Hon. Thomas Kelly, - his 
Majefty’s prime ferjeant in Ireland, to be-one of 
the juftices of the Court of Common-Pleas in 
that kingdom, wice Godfrey Lill, Efq. de- 


ceafed. Sis Samuel Bradftreet, Bart. Recorder . 


of the city of Dublin, to be one of the juftices of 


the Court of King’s-Bench in the kingdom of | 


Ireland, in addition to the number of juitices 
heretofore appointed for the faid court. Peter 
Metge, Efg. his Majefty’sthird ferjeant at law 
in-Ireland, to be one of the barons of the Court 


of Exchequer in the faid kingdom, in addition 
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to the number of juftices heretofore appointed for 
the faid court. Alexander Crookfhank, Efq. to 
be one of the Juftices of the Court of Common- 
Pleas in the faid kingdom, in addition to the 
number of Juftices heretofore appoitited for the faid 


court. 
__ From the ather papers. 

John Williams, Efq. clerk ot the Cheque at 
Chatham, to be mufter-mafter of the marines at 
that port, vice William Campbell, Efq. appoint. 
ed a commiffioner of the Navy.—Lord South- 
ampton one of his Majefty’s moft*hon. Privy 
Council.——Jchn Wigglefworth, Efq. deputy 
auditor @f the Impreft.—Mr, Henry Tahourdia, 
aflitant to the furveyor of the warehoufe of the 
Cuftoms in the port of London, vice Mr. Priteh- 
ard, refigned. Mr. Thomas Cieghorn'to be 
Infpecior-General of the Exports and Imports to 
and from Scotland, wice Wightman, Efq. 
deceaica.-Mr. Roféwell, Clerk of the Cheq 
at Sheernefs, to be Clerk of the Checque at Depts 
ford, vice Mr. More, deceafed. 











ECCLESIASTICAL PREFERMENTS., 


Dec, 31. 
ESTERDAY the Rev. St. John Prieft, 
under-mafter of the Grammar-{chool in 
Bury, was initituted to the rectory of Weft 
Barham, near Fakenham, in Norfolk.—Same 
day thg Rev. Thomas Decker, of Caitis-College, 
Cambridge, was inftituted to the rectory of Wat- 
tisfield, in that county, on his own petition.—-~ 
Rev, Jofeph Frederick Eyre, A. B. Fellow of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, to the v. of Moak- 
fkirby, Warwickfhire.—-Rev. Herbert Rand 
B. D. v, of Canewdon, co. of Effex, dio. of 
London.—Rev. Robert Walker to be minifter 
of the Cannongate church, in theprefbytery and 
county of Edinburgh, vacant by the death of the 
Rev. Dr, William Lothian.——The Rev. Hensy 
Clofe, r. of Carlton St. Peter, co. of Norfolk. 








DISPENSATEIONS. 


EV. John Jordan, M. A. to hold the r- of 
Lawrenny, together with ther. of Letter- 
fton, with the chapel of Llanwair, in Pembroke- 
fhire.—Rev. Samuel Raymond, B. L. to hold 
the r. of Middleton, together with the v. of Bul- 
mer, with Belchamp annexed, in Effex.—Rev, 
Tho. Bowen, M.A. to hold the r. of Kilmaea- 
‘lwydd, together with the v. of Llanegwyady 
both in Caerinarthenthire.—Rev. Jofeph Hall, 
M. A. to hotd-the vicarage of Ancaiter, together 
with the v. of Hough, in Lincolnfhire. , 


BANK RUPTS. 

ETER Grant, formetly of Coleman-ftreet, 
i London, and late of Jamaica, inthe Weit- 
Indies, but-now of the Innet-Temple, London, 
merchant, late partner with James Grant, of 
Coleman-{treet aforefaid, merchait.——Daniel 
Stephens, of Briftol, hofier.—Patrick Hanfbrow, 
of St. Martin’s-lane, Canon-ftreet, London, 
merchant.—Henry Cook, the younger, of Wal~ 
tham Holy Crofs, in Effex, patent fponge-makere 
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